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Mayor Daniel Biss 

909 Davis Street  

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Dear Mayor Biss: 

 

I write with grave concern regarding your failure to protect Jewish students at Northwestern 

University (Northwestern) by refusing to give the university the police support it desperately needed 

to clear its violent and antisemitic encampment in April 2024.1 Just recently you touted this failure 

in a letter to Secretary of Education Linda McMahon, describing the individuals at the encampment 

as “peaceful.”2 

 

In reality, the encampment was a hotbed of antisemitic harassment and hostility, including multiple 

alleged assaults and virulently antisemitic signage.3 A mob violently resisted Northwestern 

University Police Department officers early on, shoving them and screaming “**** you, pig!”4 

Multiple Jewish students experienced blatant antisemitism during the encampment: a Jewish student 

wearing a yarmulke reported being spat at; another student recording the encampment alleged being 

assaulted by an encampment member; still another recalled that she was told to “go back to 

Germany and get gassed.”5 Others walking by reported being called “dirty Jew” and “Zionist pig.”6 

 
1 “What happened was, that night, Thursday night, the mayor of Evanston called me and said he would not be sending in 

the police. I said to him, “We have a mutual aid agreement.” He said, “You know, you can sue me if you want.”” 

Transcribed Interview with H. Comm. Educ. & Workforce (2025), 

https://edworkforce.house.gov/uploadedfiles/edworkforce_final_transcript_aug_5_2025_redacted.pdf. 
2 Letter from MAYOR’S OFFICE, CITY OF EVANSTON, to U.S. DEPT. EDUCATION Secretary Linda McMahon (Dec. 8, 

2025), https://files.constantcontact.com/f207d269901/57aa9818-bde7-49f2-867c-3cf7c5861014.pdf?rdr=true.  
3 See, e.g., Adam Kredo, Congress Opens Probe Into Anti-Semitism at Northwestern, WASHINGTON FREE BEACON (May 

10, 2024), https://freebeacon.com/campus/congress-opens-probe-into-anti-semitism-at-northwestern/. 
4 Jackson Walker, Anti-Israel Protesters at Wealthy Private University Asking for “hot food” Donations, NBC 

MONTANA (Apr. 29, 2024), https://nbcmontana.com/news/nation-world/anti-israel-protesters-at-wealthy-private-

university-asking-for-hot-food-donations-northwestern-university-midwest-school-nu-big-ten-palestine-israeli-gaza-

war-divest-bds.  
5 Logan Schiciano, Unfortunately some protesters at Northwestern’s newly-formed encampment weren’t too thrilled with 

us reporting, X (Apr. 25, 2024), https://twitter.com/LoganSchiciano/status/1783569410248020251; Alana Goodman, 

Campus Northwestern Jewish Students Recount 'Scary and Shocking' Campus Anti-Semitism in Meetings With 

Lawmakers, WASHINGTON FREE BEACON (May 2, 2024), https://freebeacon.com/campus/northwestern-jewish-students-

recount-scary-and-shocking-campus-anti-semitism-in-meetings-with-lawmakers/. See also NWU-CEW_00016502. 
6 Duncan Agnew, Jewish president of Northwestern, under fire for making deal with protesters, is next to take hot seat in 

Congress, THE FORWARD (May 20, 2024) https://forward.com/news/615142/jewish-president-of-northwestern-under-

fire-for-making-deal-with-protesters-is-next-to-take-hot-seat-in-congress/. 



   
 

   
 

 

Despite these repeated and documented incidents of antisemitism and harassment, the Evanston 

Police Department—at your direction—did not assist in clearing the encampment.7 Indeed, 

Committee documents show that Northwestern was looking to arrest protesters on April 26 but was 

unable to do so with “too few police to safely get this done” due to your refusal to provide support.8 

Concerningly, a Northwestern trustee said at the time that you were publicizing your refusal to 

provide the campus with support in order to “shore up [your] progressive credentials.”9 The same 

trustee advised Northwestern’s then-president: “If the winds blow the wrong way [Biss] will throw 

you under the bus. No hesitation.”10  

 

Unsurprisingly, you recently denounced an agreement between Northwestern and the federal 

government that would protect Jewish students and faculty, describing it as “blackmail[].”11 

Considering your recent interest in campus conduct and antidiscrimination efforts at Northwestern, 

the Committee requests a briefing on, in your words, “local law-enforcement coordination” when it 

comes to antisemitic activity on college campuses in Evanston.12 This briefing will aid the 

Committee in considering whether potential legislative changes, including legislation to specifically 

address antisemitic discrimination, are needed. 

 

Congress’s oversight powers are derived from the U.S. Constitution and have been repeatedly 

affirmed by the United States Supreme Court. Under House Rule X, the Committee’s legislative and 

oversight jurisdiction is broad, extending to “education . . . generally” and “laws, programs, and 

Government activities relating to domestic educational programs and institutions and programs of 

student assistance within the jurisdiction of other committees.”13 This includes enforcement of Title 

VI and other antidiscrimination laws by the Department of Education. 

 

Should you have any questions please contact Jenna Berger at jenna.berger@mail.house.gov or at 

202.225.4527. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tim Walberg 

Chairman 

Committee on Education and Workforce 

 
7 NWU-CEW_00009396; NWU-CEW_00008621; Transcribed Interview, supra note 1. 
8 NWU-CEW_00008838. 
9 NWU-CEW_00009405; NWU-CEW_00009425. 
10 NWU-CEW_00009431. 
11 Daniel Biss, My statement on Northwestern's settlement with the Trump Administration, X (Dec. 1, 2025), 

https://x.com/DanielBiss/status/1995539577122025844?s=20. 
12 Letter from MAYOR’S OFFICE, supra note 2. 
13 RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 119th Cong. at 7, 10 (Jan. 16, 2025), https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-

subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/houserules119thupdated.pdf. 
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