
 

 
 

January 5th, 2026 

Speaker Mike Johnson, 

The American people rightfully expect a Republican-led Congress to deliver results. 

Recognizing the razor-thin margin in the House, you recently made a compelling case in the Wall 

Street Journal for recognizing our successes in 2025 to enact historic tax cuts, spending 

reductions, regulatory rollbacks, and entitlement reform in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act; 

passage of good legislation such as the Laken Riley Act and the SAVE Act; and success 

continuing to hold discretionary spending flat.  

As you know, conservatives in the House have worked in good faith with the broader 

Republican team to deliver those victories over the past year. We stand ready to continue that in 

2026, but we must recognize that we have not done enough. Alongside President Trump, we 

must use our majority control of the House and Senate to advance a BOLD agenda to deliver on 

far more of the promises we made to the American people. 

We appreciate your decision to convene the House Republican Conference upon our 

return to Washington this week to organize, but we call on the leadership team to urgently 

advance a bold agenda in the first quarter of 2026 and to use all means at our disposal to force 

the Senate to act to deliver results now. It is not simply an election at stake, but the entire future 

of the United States of America, and we must act accordingly.  

To that end, we request consideration of the following agenda: 
 

1. Secure American Elections. Americans should have full faith and confidence that our 

nation’s elections are legitimate and decided only by lawful ballots cast by fellow citizens. 

Therefore, Congress should: 

a. Require proof of citizenship to register and vote in American elections and 

provide states access to data to validate voters’ citizenship status. H.R. 22, the 

SAVE Act passed the House in April 2025 but we must force action in the Senate. 

b. Require voter identification in all federal elections (a critical step beyond the 

SAVE Act, which was designed specifically to focus on citizenship). 

c. Implement “Same Day” voting or limit early voting in federal elections. 

d. Ban the use of mail-in ballots being automatically or proactively pushed to voters 

(as opposed to absentee ballots being requested by voters themselves). 

e. Require the use of paper ballots or voting machines not subject to online 

tampering or hacking to minimize fraud. 

f. Reform the Census to ensure Congress represents only American citizens – as 

provided in H.R. 151, the Equal Representation Act, to ensure the 2030 Census 

include a “citizenship question” and only citizens are included in the 

apportionment of congressional districts. 



2. Pass Fraud-Free and Fiscally Responsible Appropriations. As Congress takes up FY 

2026 appropriations by the end of January, when government funding expires, we should: 

a. Reduce or – at bare minimum – keep flat total federal discretionary spending 

levels. 

b. Eliminate all programs exposed as rampant with fraud and place punitive 

measures on states such as Minnesota that have allowed rampant fraud. Federal 

prosecutors have estimated that widespread fraud in Minnesota tied to Somali day 

care centers, COVID-era meal programs, housing, and special needs assistance 

programs alone could exceed $9 billion. These revelations are startling, but just a 

drop in the bucket for a federal government that’s estimated to lose between $233 

and $521 billion annually to fraud, according to government watchdog agencies.  

c. Remove all earmarks or – at a bare minimum – require that they have a clear 

federal nexus and be granted only to Members supporting the agenda the 

President was given a mandate to deliver on. 

d. Ensure not a single taxpayer dollar is given to refugee resettlement, migrant 

assistance, DEI programs, transgender agendas, climate change nonsense, or any 

other “woke” leftist priority. 

 

3. Codify President Trump’s Border Security Actions. President Trump has secured our 

borders from illegal immigration due to his leadership and that of his team. Without 

action by Congress to make these successes and additional policies permanent, 

Democrats will unwind all that the President has done. Congress should: 

a. Codify the end of “catch-and-release” policies, halt the abuses of our asylum and 

parole system, and further speed the completion of the border wall – all of which 

is contained in the 118th Congress H.R. 2, the Secure the Border Act. We passed 

it in May 2023. We must pass it again and then force the Senate to act on it. 

b. Increase criminal penalties to the felony level for any individuals overstaying 

visas (in H.R. 2) or illegally crossing the border for the first time and add a long-

term or permanent ban on such individuals’ entry in the United States. 

c. Overhaul the processing and vetting of Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC) 

and potential UAC sponsors in HHS custody, as provided in H.R. 4371, the 

Kayla Hamilton Act, which passed the House in December.  

d. Enact all other policies needed to “lock in” border security permanently. 

 

4. PAUSE and Reform Immigration to End Abuses. There are a record 51.9 million 

foreign-born individuals in the United States, and over 6 million Americans actively 

looking for work. Americans should not be forced to compete against the world to get a 

job in their own backyard to put food on the table. Congress should: 

a. Freeze all immigration to the U.S., except for (very) temporary tourist visas, to 

give us time to adjust and FULLY fix our immigration system to serve the interest 

of America first (H.R. 6225, the PAUSE (Pausing All Admissions Until Security 

Ensured) Act). 



b. End the Diversity Visa Lottery and halt “chain migration” to limit immigration to 

those with useful skills, English proficiency, and a willingness to assimilate (H.R. 

1241, the SAFE for America Act). 

c. Limit the abuse of the “Temporary Protected Status” by stopping the uncapped 

TPS “redesignations” that shield illegal aliens from removal (H.R. 4201, the TPS 

Reform Act). 

d. Defund sanctuary jurisdictions that undermine immigration enforcement by 

releasing dangerous criminal illegal aliens instead of turning them over to ICE 

(H.R. 5005, the Sanctuary Penalty and Public Protection Act, and H.R. 3881, 

the Stop Dangerous Sanctuary Cities Act). 

e. End the issuance of Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) and other programs that mass 

import Afghan or other foreign nationals who undermine our economic, cultural, 

and national security interests. 

f. Deport anyone who has committed fraud against the American taxpayer (e.g., the 

Somali fraud ring uncovered in Minnesota), denaturalize those who have obtained 

citizenship, and permanently bar them from entry into the United States. 

g. Revoke all federal funds to states that issue Commercial Driver’s Licenses to 

illegal aliens or lawfully present aliens who fail to comprehend English-language 

literacy or basic road safety requirements to drive multi-ton tractor-trailers on our 

nation’s roadways.  

h. Reform the H-1B visa program to help American workers, not to displace them or 

undermine their wage-earning potential through mass importation of foreign labor 

who often do not have the best skills. 

 

5. Protect Life. Congress must act now to protect the right to life for the unborn by passing 

H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full 

Disclosure Act, which closes Democrats’ loopholes in Obamacare and prohibits the use 

of federal funds for abortions or for health coverage that includes abortions. 

 

6. Prevent a Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). The American government must 

never be allowed to create a Communist-style surveillance tool that controls the economy 

and tracks citizens’ finances. Congress must force the Senate to take up H.R. 1919, the 

Anti-CBDC Surveillance State Act, which passed the House in July and would prevent 

the Federal Reserve from issuing a CBDC. 

 

7. Protect the Second Amendment. Now is the time for the Republican Congress to 

enshrine and advance our Second Amendment rights. We must enact H.R. 38, the 

Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act, and we should work to eliminate the federal excise 

taxation on all firearms. 

 



8. Stop Rogue, Activist Judges. Since President Trump returned to office, activist federal 

judges have abused their power by using their positions to impede his policy agenda by 

issuing nationwide injunctions and directives to stop policies they personally oppose, 

often relying on baseless legal theories or engaging in impeachable conduct to legislate 

from the bench to stop the Trump administration. Congress should: 

a. Impeach (H. Res. 858) or remove (H. Res. 270) James Boasberg, the Chief Judge 

of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, who has become 

the prime case of unconstitutional judicial overreach as he knowingly and unjustly 

interfered with President Trump’s execution of foreign policy and targeted the 

President for partisan political gain. 

b. Impeach other judges, such as Judge Deborah Boardman, for reducing the 

sentence of a man who plotted and took steps to kill a Supreme Court Justice due 

to her indefensible views about transgenderism.  

c. Hold hearings on the state of the Judiciary to expose its abuse of power beyond 

these (and other) obviously impeachable offenses. 

 

9. Guarantee Healthcare Freedom for All Americans. The average American family is 

getting crushed by healthcare costs driven by regulation and limited options. President 

Trump has laid out a clear vision: put patients in charge of their healthcare, not 

insurance companies. Congress must deliver: 

a. Guarantee Tax-Free Healthcare for All Americans:  (1) give workers power, not 

corporations and insurance companies, with the same tax-free healthcare be it 

through a traditional (no choice) insurance plan OR giving DIRECTLY to 

employees in an expanded Health Savings Account (HSA) to give workers 

choice; (2) give everyone (self-employed, small business, employees, 

corporations) the same tax break to contribute; and the same tax-free withdrawals 

for (3) vastly expanded legitimate healthcare expenditures. Further, make HSAs: 

i. Usable for insurance premiums, Direct Primary Care, Health Sharing 

(Ministries or Secular), and Drugs (Prescription or OTC); 

ii. Available to all Americans, whether in private insurance, ACA, Medicare, 

Medicaid, TRICARE; and 

iii. Simplified to unleash the 72 million Americans with HSA’s by rolling 

unused balances from Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs), Health 

Reimbursement Arrangements (HRAs), and 529 education savings 

accounts into one powerful, expanded HSA. 

b. Guarantee a Freedom Option: Enable the freedom to buy Catastrophic Plans, 

which cover essential health benefits and preventative services at significantly 

lower premiums but are restricted to those under 30.  Remove the age limit, other 

regulatory barriers, and allow a special one-time enrollment to give insurers time 

to make the plans available quickly. 

c. Codify President Trump’s first-term healthcare Executive Orders to expand 

patient choices and access to personalized care (overturned by Biden):                 



i. Force the Senate to take up the House-passed H.R. 6703, the Lower 

Health Care Premiums for All Americans Act, which would codify the 

Trump Administration’s Association Health Plan and CHOICE 

Arrangement rules.  

ii. Pass legislation to codify other Trump Administration rules, such as Short-

Term, Limited Duration Insurance (STLDI) plans, which are exempt from 

most federal insurance regulations, provide flexible and low-cost coverage 

with broad networks of providers, and help people priced out of 

Obamacare plans. 

 

10. Prevent Fraud and Waste NOW. While the Trump Administration has undertaken 

historic action to tackle waste, fraud, and abuse, it is ultimately up to Congress to ensure 

these successes are made permanent and advanced further. 

a. Halt, investigate, then “zero-base” all funding to Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs).  We must halt all funding to NGOs pending a sweeping 

audit of all finances and activities.  We must assume zero funding for any NGO.  

Any funding for an NGO should require an independent vote if a member of 

Congress wishes to include it as an amendment vote. 

b. Halt Funding for the United Nations. The UN is openly hostile to the United 

States, yet we remain its biggest source of funding.  President Trump has 

significantly reduced wasteful spending on dangerous UN entities like UNRWA, 

and now Congress should go even further by enacting legislation such as H.R. 

1498, the DEFUND Act, to completely withdraw the United States from the 

United Nations (UN) and end all funding and participation. 

c. Expose and Combat Systemic Fraud & Abuse by the Weaponized Left. It is well-

documented that the organized Marxist left actively utilizes taxpayer funding, 

foreign money, and NGOs to target Americans and engage in rampant fraud. 

i. Over 40 members of Congress requested we establish a select committee 

to investigate “The money, influence, and power behind the radical left’s 

assault on America and the rule of law,” to be comprised of Members and 

staff with prosecutorial and/or law enforcement backgrounds and granted 

full subpoena powers.  In the absence of that, we should be given a full 

accounting of how standing committees will accomplish the objective. 

ii. The recent revelations of the massive fraud ring in Minnesota by Somali 

immigrants underscore that there is an eye-popping amount of waste and 

abuse in government programs. Congress should set up a sweeping audit 

and investigation of federal programs that funnel billions to states. 

 

11. Ban Stock Trading for Members of Congress.  The American people are tired of seeing 

their elected representatives “day trading” while they are supposed to be doing their jobs 

– often getting much better returns than even the best financial experts.  We should return 

trust in Congress by banning stock trading. 



12. Halt Sharia Law in America. Across the country, adherents of Islamic Sharia Law are 

threatening the American way of life and working to replace our legal system and society 

with an unconstitutional and incompatible ideology that undermines Western Civilization. 

Europe must be a wake-up call for America. Congress should: 

a. Halt Sharia adherents from immigrating to the United States (H.R. 5722, the 

Sharia-Free America Act). 

b. Ban the application of Sharia law in the United States (H.R. 5512, the No Shari’a 

Act). 

 

13. Guarantee and Expand Energy Freedom. We made important progress in the OBBBA 

to roll back the Left’s radical climate agenda and their “Green New Scam” tax credits. 

We need to go further to stop scams like wind and solar energy and truly unleash 

American energy like oil, natural gas, coal, and nuclear. 

a. Eliminate all remaining “Green New Scam” Subsidies.  There is no reason any of 

these subsidies should continue. 

b. Force the Senate to move the Energy Permitting Bill passed by House, but do not 

allow back-door efforts to expand the green new scam 

c. Fast Track Nuclear Power. 

 

14. Make Colleges Accountable. Student loan borrowers are responsible for their loans, but 

as long as the federal government is involved in the student loan business, colleges and 

universities should be FULLY on the hook financially when their graduates default on 

federally backed student loans, not taxpayers. 

 

15. End Foreign Ownership of U.S. Land and Farms. There is no reason we should allow 

our greatest adversaries — including the Chinese Communist Party, Islamists, and 

Russia – to buy up land in the United States. If the Soviet Union had been doing this in 

the 80s, we’d have stopped it. We need to wake up and start recognizing the threats 

against us. 

 

16. Rebuilding Home Ownership. Young Americans increasingly feel the American Dream 

of homeownership is out of reach as Washington’s wasteful spending and costly mandates 

drive up the cost of building and borrowing, and families compete with illegal aliens, 

foreign nations, and corporations for the increasingly scarce housing options that reach 

the market. Congress should conduct a series of hearings and propose solutions by the 

end of the first quarter to consider the following: 

a. Massively deregulate homebuilding, especially targeting the “Green New Scam” 

agenda mandates, regulations and building codes that have driven up the cost and 

complexity of construction.  

b. End foreign ownership of single-family residences. 



c. Reduce or eliminate corporate ownership of single-family residences 

d. Permanently ban non-citizens (legal or illegal) from getting taxpayer-funded 

rental assistance, benefiting from federal grants, or getting a federally backed 

mortgage by codifying President Trump’s policies. 

e. Consider options to increase/Re-Focus Supply: 

i. Free up federal lands for homesteads. Roughly half of the land in the 

western United States is owned by the federal government. Meanwhile, 

the US faces a significant housing shortage, with an estimated 4-7 million 

homes. Even allowing relatively small parcels of these federal lands in the 

west to be used for new homes – while preserving critical protections for 

National Parks and public lands – could have a major impact on the 

housing market. 

ii. Create tax breaks for Americans moving to smaller towns and cities. 

iii. Increase the starter home supply by allowing portable mortgages, 

expanding mortgage assumability, providing tax relief for individuals 

selling starter homes, and other similar ideas. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The House Freedom Caucus Board of Directors 


