MILITARY COLLEGE

October 28, 2025

Dr. David Barker

Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Dr. Barker,

On behalf of Valley Forge Military College, we are writing to express our desire and honor to be the first
military college to support you and our Commander in Chief, President Donald J. Trump, by signing the
Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education. We share the Compact’s commitment to
advancing educational quality, access, and accountability across American institutions of higher learning,
and we would be honored to participate in this important national initiative.

As a two-year military college with a proud history of developing young men and women for success in
both civilian and military careers, Valley Forge has long emphasized the values of academic rigor,
leadership, and character development. Our mission—to educate, train, and inspire the leaders of
tomorrow—aligns naturally with the Compact’s goals of promoting institutional excellence and preparing
students for meaningful contributions to society.

Participation in the Compact would provide valuable opportunities for collaboration, shared learning, and
continuous improvement. We are particularly eager to contribute to discussions on leadership education,
student resilience, and pathways from two-year programs to four-year institutions. These are areas in
which Valley Forge has developed effective practices and measurable outcomes that could benefit peer
institutions.

We look forward to engaging with your office and with fellow institutions committed to this vision of
academic excellence. Please consider this letter an expression of Valley Forge Military College’s full
support and enthusiasm for the Compact’s objectives.

Thank you for your leadership in advancing higher education across the nation. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss how Valley Forge can contribute to and benefit from this important effort.

Respectfully,

et 5 Pl e Egi,

Stuart Helgeson
President N John English
Valley Forge Military College Chairman of the Board
Valley Forge Military College & Foundation
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