
I opic I (lh<.'~1rc1icull) in1ponunt): <>ttcnJcr dcch,i~,n-mal-.ing. emotionality, nnd burglnl") l,,ith 
thcftr1natrriril gain as 1h1: 1:11J). 

\\'h1lr ~111 nna'I) sis ot crin1inal bch11, i11r unJcr the l~n~ of the rational choice perspective 
con-.idcrs the intuiti,c notion 1ha1 oflcndcrs ,, cigh co•as aguin-.1 benefits,, hen cornmining 
crim~· . not all criminal actions n:tlcct a rnti<inol, instrur11ental pro(-e<:s. For instance. crimes of 
p:i~:-.ion in,·ol,c rc.icti,l', iulencc. ,,hich manifests due to intense en1otional arousal. 
cont,,LJnJing notion~ of an e.xclu,i, cl) cold. cri1ninal c:ilculus. \\'ith respect to the lin1itations of 
the rati1u1al choice pcr..pccti,c. the n1inimi:1J1tio11 or exclusion of the analysis of the influence of 
al l<.'1.:ti, it) on offender dcci,;;ion-11,aking pcnncatcs cxisting re earch. ~uch a dearth of research 
,urrounding crnotions and decision-making. particular!) regarding ho,, cmotiOn5 ma) interfere 
,, i1h the cost-benefit anal) ,es of offender.,, rrccludcs a true apprehension of the intricacies of 
oOcnJcr Jeci~i(1n-making in variou:, oflcn'>e contexts. Further compounding this deficiency. 
studic~ .. urrl,unding the innucncc of cn1otionnlit) on offender decision-making throughout the 
crin1l.'-com1nission process arc scarce. as is the variet) of crimes included in the topic's probing 
(~x offense:s and robbcl)' nrc the only cri1ncs discussed). Considering such a gap, a need U> 

expand on existing literature is clear!) discerned, which the current proposal wishes to do so by 
understanding ho,, crnotions. both positi, el) and ncgati, cl) -. a lanced, influence the dccision­
n1aking in, ol, cd in burglar) before. during, and after crime-commission: the topic will be 
probed b) ,,'3) of in-person. semi-structured intcl'\ ie,,'S in a correctional setting. JI. f't.c,\ I 

ropic 2 (practical I) in1ponnnt): An exploration of the training needs of o~ \~ 
conducting digital forensic examinations. 

fhc utili1..ation oftechnolOS) presents as a proliferatin&811d • 
contcmporaf")' life. Reflecti\e of its ingrained nature in many ch 
those that arc uncon, entional, technology has incvnably boco 
and exculpatory criminal evidence. In fact, digital evidence 
in\estigation conducted by local. stale. and fedaal 
amplitude of digital evidence, the idcntifi,cacatlUOl"9 
paramount to efficaciously and succcwll-u..,. 
currently no training Slandard to • 
by the fact that local lice de I 111 
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