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ADHltHI/Sl'TRATIVE ~ 

No leads ~re being set fortlbl in t~is report as 
all lbl~ve beellll. lbl~ltll«H.ed by teleplhl@ltlle @r teletype duriltllg 
progress @f the iltllvestig~ti@ltllo 

Two copies are being furltllislbled auxiliary offices 
whiclbl have c@ltlld1!Jlcted inteltll~ive iirnvestig~ti@ltll illll this matter 
for their iltllformati@n. 

' ' ' . ' 

One extra copy @f thi:si, report irsi . beillllg fufllll.islbie<dl 
to tlble Memphirs Office marked 99lH@ld for 1IL s. Att@r!tlleJ 9 

Memphis 9 °0 to be released only upollll. Bureau a1urtlbl@rity. 

Allll. attempt has ~eellll. made to limit the v@l1!Jlme of 
reportillll.g herein and the hundreds of negative coltlltact~ 9 

which were made dlllring all pha~es of the i!tllv.estig~tion 9 

~re not being included but the names, addres~es ~nd the 
reason for contacting these numer@us individu~ls h~v~ been 
recorded in the Birmingh~m file in this mattero 

Beginning at the inception of this i!tllvestig~ti@n 
on the night of 4/4/68 9 ~11 logical Cl's and PCXijs and 
other confidential sources available to the Birming~~m 
Office a!tlld thro1!Jlghout_ it~ territory have~~®~ c@nt~ct@do 
No positive results resulted. 

On 4/8/68, SA DNRY Ae· SNOW contacted BU 36~-C 9 

a reliable confidential so1!Jlrce wh@ ;is employed i!tll the 
Delivery and Money Order Departmellll.t @f WESTERN UNXOH ~t 
Birmin.ghamo CI was re<quested to che©k w.n.y illl,V~il~lblle recor<d~ 
which might reflect ·&11, Western. Un.iollll. m@l!hey order fo>ein.g 
received during the pertin.ellll.t period when GALT purcful~~ed 

· the 1966 Hm;t~:ng f(Q)l" $i 9 99!L 00" CI re.p@rted tful~t ~11 . 
- rec@rds piertaini!tllg to money orders received by We~ter!tll · 1lhii@fill 
for the m@:ntful of Aug@st 9 1961 9 had been. forw~rded to the 
~in Offic~ of Western. Un.ion ~t Min!tlleilll,p@lis, Hi1TI11TI1es@t~~ 
or might possibly be i.n tlhle Atl~n.ta 9 Ge@rgi~, Areilll, Offic~o 

:ftttt ttt 
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BB 44-1"140 

Those Agents of the Birmingham Office who are 
familiar with matters relating to the Ku Klux Klan, hate 
groups, and bombing suspects, thoroughly reviewed the 
voluminous files relating to such matters in the Birmingham 
Office for any logical suspect whose identity might be 
reflected therein. This file review did not produce positive 
results, but all bombing suspects were eliminated during 
the period of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

A second subject, (FNU) GALT, is being carried in 
the title of this report to include.that individual as· a 
subject of the Conspiracy violation of the Civil Rights Act, 
upon·whi~h the complaint and warrant were issued at Birmingham 
on 4-17-68. The identity of (FNU) GALT is unknow~ to the 
Birmingham Office but mention.of him was made by subject 
ERIC s. GALT at the time he exchanged weapons at the 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY. 

An extra copy of this report is being maintained 
in the Birmingham Office for delivery to the USA, Birmingham, 
upon receipt of Bureau authority. 

C 
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NPS:jml 
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AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAVA 
. 4 I o;, ,,.,.....,. 

On April 10, 1968, >Mr.· HUGH EGERTON, Postal 
Inspector, Birmingham, was confidentially advised of 
the necessity for deterniining any forwarding addresses 
left in either tbe South Highlands Branch of the Post 
Office or the l3irmingham B:ranch in the names ERIC Sit,· 
GALT, HARVEY LOWM:F.;YER or JOHN WILLA.RD. Mr. :EGERTON wars 
also,requested to determine, i:f possible,. the identity 
and p;resent disposi tjon of a pac~age and letter shipped 
from some compa:ny ;in Chicago, Illinois, to Mr. ERIC s. ' 
GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham. He was further 
requested to review the subscl;'ibers of all :Post Office 
boxe$ in the main Birmingham $tation and the South High
lands sta ti.on. 

On the same date, Mr. EGERTON advised that 
he could locate no fQrward;ing addresses .for. any of the 
three i ndi vi duals mentioned. Be stated that it is 
impoa&i,ble to dete:rmine the date or dispc,>si tion of any 
package delivered to 2608 Highland Avenue, unl,ss it was 
registered or COD, which wQuld have required a ~ignature. 
He said that any letter$ delivered to this address and 
not claimed would be returned to the sender, if one was 
indicated, and, i! ~ot, would be ret~rned to the dead 
letter station at either Memphia, Tennessee, or the city 
:i,n which postmarked. 

On the same date , M:r.,. EGERTON advised that h~ 
checked the carrier for this partieular aqdrees to 
determine the ident~ty of people moving away from this 
address duri~g th~ pQ~tlnen~ period. He determined that 
on October 4, 1967, Mr. SAM J. SCRIVER moved from 2608 
Highland Avenue to 1805 Pinson Street, Tarrant, Alaba:ma., 
On October 18, 1967, Mr. WILLIAM E. WILKINSON moved ,from 
2608 Highland Avenue to 1805 Pinson St~eet, Tarrant. On 
Dec~mber 26, 1967, Mr. GEORGE DWlGHT PARK moved from 2608 
Highland Avenue to th~ YMCA, Bil"mi ngham. 

On April ll, 1968, Mr. EGERTON advised that he 
again ch~cked with two carriers, Mr. R.H. W¥NNE and 
Mr. w. M. VEST, and learned that bls carriers' book shows 
that iRIC s. GALT w~s noted as no longer living at 2608 
Highland Avenue as of October 28, 1967. Mr. EGERTON ~aid 

- ____ ___:-~' --
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that this indicated that GALT bad received mail on _ 
October 28, 1967, or shortly ~efore, aqd it was r~tu~n®d 
to the carrier on October 28, causing him to make this 
notation in his book. · 

On the same dat~, Mr. $GERTON advised that he 
had checked all QOX holders, present and for the past 
two years, in the South Highlands Branch and had not 
found one in the name of GALT, LOWMEYER or WILµARD. H~ 
stated th~t he would pe~sonally ch~ck all the box holders 
in the downtown branch, but that t_his would take more time., 

E 
COVER PAGE 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 12, 1968 

On April 12, 1968, Postal Inspector Hugh Egerton, 
u. s. Post Office Building, Birmingham, Alabama, furnished 
to Special Agent Lawrence G. Gettings two copies of a 
Mail Arrival Notice. The Article Number, as it appeared 
on the Mail Arrival Notice, was partially obliterated; 
however, it appeared to be 67623660 The name and address 
which appeared on the notice was Eric Galt, 2608 Hi. Ave. 
The Mail Arrival Notice reflected that.the article was 
mailed and insured at Chicago,,Illinois~ The notice was 
signed by R. Cherpes on 10-4-67. The name of the postman 
who delivered the package, as it appeared on the Mail 
Arrival Notice, was not legible to the naked eye. 

On 4-12-68 at Birmingham, Alabama File# 44-174 0 

SA Lawrence G. Gettings:rlg ·~ 4-12=68 
QY------..-,...-----------------Date dictated----------

.This•document contains ?)either recommendations nor concl 
your agency; it and its CQntents are not to be distributed o 

~:-c:_:;:=----------------------------T 

. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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MAR.· ARRIVAL NOTICE 7 
CALL FOR MAIL AFTER--------- M. 

Srlne thla notice-Identification required. 
OR 

REQUEST DELIVERY-Notify your carrier Of po1t office . ....-~ . 
~ ANO >J>ORESS ( l,ulMJ, ZIP Codi} _,/ ))". !,.,/ 

l!l.'alVm 
ICONHIIII ., 

I'°°'.....,_"'6' 3849 

, -
- --

,.t,i:~:ii;Ji,t~i~. 
-.~ ·--: .::~- .. 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA HENRY A. SNOW 
April 17, 1968 

Office: BIRMINGHAM 

!Field Office File -/1.: BH 44-1140 Bureau File -/1.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

ERIC STARVO GALT; 
(FNU) GALT. 
DRo MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 . JR. - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Murder weapon, a Remington 30.06, Model 760, Serial 
No. 461476, was one of a shipment trom Remington-Arm~ 
Company, Bridgeport, Connecticut, to Wimberly-Tho~as 
Hardware Company, Birmingham, and sold on 8/31/66 to· 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, Birmingham. Employees tha:t 
concern recall an individual, who was later~identifi~d 
from photograph as ERIC s. GALT, ~ad first visited 
Aeromarine Supply Company on two occasions Friday, 
3/29/68, when be purchased a .243 caliber Remington 
rifle, Model 700, which was equipped on that date wit~ 
Redfield scope 2x-'1x; paid cash and gave name HARVEY 
LOW:MEYER, 1907 South 11th Street, Birminghamo On 
following day, Saturday, 3/30/68, same individual 
returned after telephonic contact and exchanged thi~ 
rifle for the murder weapon, a Remington Model 760, 
30.06 caliber, to which scope was attached. ,Inve~ti
gation at address given, 1907 - 11th Street South, 
and' all surrounding neighborhood revealed that LOWDYER, 
or any individual possibly identical, was unknown as 
residence occupied over thirty years by elderly mother 
of local attorney, w. A$ JENKINS. Records Jeffer~on 
County Department of Revenue, Birmingham, revealed 1968 
Alabama license 1~38993 issued to ERIC S& GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, for 1966 Mustang two-door~ 
VIN 6T07Cl90647e Previous registration for this c~r 
was to WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, residence - 701 South 48th 
Street, Birmingham. PAISLEY advised he purchased c~r 
from local Birmingham dealer on 12/15/66 and sold same 
to GALT on 8/30/67 for $1,995~00 cash, paid in front of 
local downtown bank after GALT had visited his residence 
and in:sipected car on 8/29/67, in response to newsp~pe~- ad" 

This document contains neither recommendations nor c:onclusions of tlie FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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Synopsis~ (continued) 

Investigation determined GALT rented room at rooming 
house operated by PETER CHERPES, 2608 Highland Avenue.1 

on the southside of Birmingham, on 8/26/67. Maintained 
room until approximately 10/7/67 when departed for 
unknown destination; had in possession the 1966 Must:iuilg, 
which he.kept parked in center median of the avenue and 
apparently used same very little. While there,·GALT was 
unemployed$ claiming he was on vacation and did not 
associate with other roomers, all ef whom are being 
contactedo Shortly prior to departure from rooming 
house, received package later determined to have been 
shipped from a photographic company in Chicago, which 
contained a camera and other equipment.· A ftandard 
Oil Service Station on Highland Avenue determined to 
have been source of S & H Green,Stamps distributed 
during period 9/8-22/67, which were recovered from 
GALT~s effects in abandoned Mustang at Atlanta 1 Georgiao 
Also, a dry-cleaning ticket recovered at Atlanta 
determined issued by neighboring cleaning establishment 
on Highland Avenue 9 Birmingham, under name GAULTo On 
8/28/67, ERIC s •.. \GALT,.,rented safe deposit b@x #5511 
at Main Office, Birming~am Trust National Bank, and 
record reveals entries to box after that date on 
September 5, 21 and 28, 1967. Box surrendered to b~nk 
12/13/67 after receipt of letter from GALT enclosing 
both keys, stating he no longer needed as had movedo 
Letter believed postmarked Baton Rouge, Louisianao 
GALT determined to have enrolled for five weekly classe~ 
in dance instruction at the Continental Dance Club 
Studios, Graymont Ave., Birmingham, on 9/12/610 Gave 
same rooming housej~ddress on registration cardo 
Operators of that establishment and persons who attend~d 
classes with GALT unable to furnish pertinent background 
information regarding him. Extensive investigation 
conducted in effort to secure further information re
garding GALT during his period of residence at rooming 
house and also on the days he apparently returned to 
Birmingham to purchase rifle. This encompassed numerou~ 
neighborhood investigations, contacts with boarding 
houses, hotels and motels, financial institutions, 
airlines, taxicabs, bus stations, automobile insurance 
agencies, libraries, laundry and dry-cleaning estalblish-·· 
ments, divorce records, barge line operators, and ~11 
other similar investigative phases, which did not produce 
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Synopsis: (continued) 

additional evidence. On 4/16/68, a photograph forwarded 
to the Birmingham Office by the Los Angeles Office of 
ERIC S. GALT was exhibited to three witnesses at AERO~ARINE 
Supply Company, two of them stating in their opinion same 
was identical to the HARVEY LOW.MEYER, purchaser of the 
murder weapon. On, 4/17/68, AUSA R. MACEY TAYLOR, 
Birmingham, authorized the filing of a complaint charging 
ERIC STARVO GALT with Conspiracy to violate Section 241, 
Title 18, USC, and recommended bond in amount of $50,000. 
On same date, SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE filed the complaint 
before USC MILDRED F. SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant 
issued, which is being maintained in Birmingham Office. 
SINCE SUBJECT IS CHARGED WITH MURDER BY USE or A .QJGJR
POWERED RIFLE. HE SHOULD B,E CONS_l.DERED ARMED AND EXTREM~~__x 
PANG~ROUS. . 

- p -

DETAILS: AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

,, 
. J 
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S~}>ject Matter 
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HENDERSON, SAM • • . . • • • 

129 

'11 

49, 58 

129 
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NAME 

HERTZ RENT-A-CAR 

HILL, CHARLES •.•• 

HILLHOUSE, JOHN L. 

HOWELL, James ••• 

HYDE, LILA. 0 e • 0 

IRWIN, A,, L ••. 

I N D E X 

. . . . . 

0 • • " 

• 

. . . 

132 

129 

166 

129 

130 

29 

JENKINS, WILLIAM ARTHUR .•...••••...•.. 35 

JENKINS, Mrs. WILLIAM ARTHUR. . . . . • . • • . • . 36 

JENKINS, Mr~. WILLIAM,ARTHUR, SR. (Virginia B.) ••. 38 

JONES, CURTIS LEE •.••••. 

JONES, R. E. (American Leasing) 

KEEF, RALPH . . . · . . . • . . . 

KELLY, HERBERT. 

KLYCE, JOE ... 

. . . . . . . 
• e • • 

KOPP, JOHN MICHAEL 

LADNER, Mrs. DORIS 

LEWIS, J. A. 

LIBERTY MOTORS .•. 

LOWMEYER, HARVEY. . . . 

. . 
. . . . . . 

• • 130 

. . 131 

39 

65 

130 

130 

122-125v 

105-107 

127 

133 

18 

126 

MANASCO, CLYDE ROYAL 

MAC MOTORS ••.•.. 

. . . . . . 116y 117-119 

135 
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NAME 

McCLINTON, WILLIAM P~ . 

MORRISONt ROBERT D •. 

MORTIMER, JAMES H. 

MYERS, MRS. JOAN. 

MYERS, MARLIN C. 

ODOM, LAURINE .. 

I N D E X 

PAISLEY, WILLIAM D •.. 

PAISLEY» Mrs. William D. 

PAISLEY, WILLIAM DAVID .. 

• 

. . . 

~-
127 

42 

83 

100, 101, 102 

97-99!) 102 

130 

48, 50 

56 

59 

PAISLEY, WILLIAM DAVID, JR~ ......•.•... 52 

PATTERSON, WILLIAM .......•..•.•••• 39 

PHILLIPS, JIMMY (Standard Oil Service Station) ••. 140 

PENTON MOTORS •• 

POPINKO, JACK 

. . . 

REEDY, Mrs. CATHERINE. 

• • 134 

40 

88 

RODDAM, GLORIA . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . 130 

RUFFIN, DEWEY .•• 

SAFE DEPOSIT BOX# 5517 (BTNB) • 

SALTZM.ANN, Mrs. CHRIS •••.. 

SHUBERT, DON. 

SIMMONS, RALPH • • • 

. . . . . . 130 

82 

39 

47 

127 

SKELTON, Mrs. NEWTON (VIRGINIA) . • . • . • • • • 37 
r 

SMITH, CHARLES To 87, 94, 95 
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STRICKLIN, HOLLIS 

SULLIVAN~ MIKI; 

'l'AYLO:;;t, M.l\.CEY 

1'11AMM:E.LLi 

WHALEY 1 PA'f.i.UCLt 

WHITE, BET'l'Y 

DONALD 'f!'. 

HOBERT E., SR. 

WOODS 1 BILL 

i 

I ,' 

t 

'" ',• Ji 

u. 

J i_S~ .. 20, ::;2 
J,,~/.i, l 72 
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C..l_TY MAP OF llURllt;NGHAM ~ REFLEC,11lm, 
POINTS OF CONTACT BY ERIC S. GALT. 
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BH 44-1740 
ME 44-1987 
RAS :mas 

• • 

LEGEND OF LOCATIONS VIS !TED BY ERIC S. (MI,T 
DEPICTED ON CITY MAP OF BlRM!NGHAM, ALABAMA ------~----,-.--.,,-__,.,._,---~----•,•---- •------•------... .,~---•~-•--•••n•~,;,--

1. Fictitiou~ addrt1ss 1907 11th St;reet South 
given by GALT. at time of purchase of rifle. 

2. Location of Aeromarine Su:pply Company, 5701 
Airport Highway, where ;rifle purchased. 

3. Rooming house operated by Mr. PETER CHERPES, 
2608 Highland Avenu~, where GALT resided 
from August 26, 1967, to a,:bout October 7, 1967. 

4. Main Office of Birmipgham T~µst National Bank» 
112 North 20th Street, where GALT maintained 
safety deposit box from August 28, 1967, until 
cancelled by b~nk on December lS, 1967. 

5. Location of Cont:i,nental Dance CltJb Studios, 
731½ Graymont Avenue, where GAI/1' enrolled on 
September 12, 1967 .. 

6. nesidence address of WILLIAM D~ PAISLEY, 701 , 
South 48th Street, where GALT answered newspape~ 
ad to purchase 1966 white Mustang on August 29~ 
1967, and sale consummated follow:tug d'1y. 

NOI'E: Tne address of The Gun Rack, 1507 31st Street, SW, 
and Long-Lewis Ha.rdware Compa~y, 2014 2nd Avenue North, 
Bessemer, Alabam.u, are locat~d severa;l miles southwest of' 
the area depicte~ on the map and not readily shown. Tbes0: 
stores of inte~est due to description of individual, possibly 
identical with GALT, furnished ty salesman as ti:!Xhibiting 
unusi,al int~rest in g\H1$ a11d their ballistics. 

6 
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HAS:hss 

= --

• • 
COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION GIVEN BY WITNESSES; 
ART!STgS SKETCH; AND DATES ERIC S. GALT 
KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN IN BIRMINGHAM: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes~ 

Hair: 

Complexion: 
Characteristics: 

Clothing: 

Residence: 

White 
Male 
32 - 3~ 
5 9 8'~ - 5w1oi1 

165 - 115 
Blue; large pupils; habit ef 
staring intently while 
conversing;others say looked downo 
Medium brown, not partedp 
combed ~ack, rather short 
with some "ripple wave~' as 
appeared to have formerly 
been short crew-cut" 
Medium to pale ·· 
Meek;.mild-mannered; quiet; 
non-smoker but occasionally 
user of alcohol, possibly 
beer and/or .Vodka" 
Neatly dressed on occasions in 
business suit, white shirt and 
tie; other occasions$ sport 
clotheso 

Occupation: 

Rooming house - 2608 Highla~d 
Avenue, on south side of 
Birmingh~m, Alabama" 
Unemployed while in Birmingham; 
read newspapers and "relaxed O it 

Knowledge of Gun: lf i tnesses a·t AEROMARINE SUPPLY 
COMPANY stated subject did not 
appear to have any knowledge 
of high-powered rifleso 
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DATES AID:> LOCATIONS GALT KNOWN WHILE AT :BIRMJNGHAM 

August 29, 1967: 

-September s...,22 i 1961: 

September 12, 1967: 

October 3 9 1961_: 

October 3, 1967: 

Rented room at 2608 iig~la~d Ave~Ue 9 

Birmingh~m, ·1n bo~rding ho~~e 
Gperated by PETER CHERl?ESo 

R~nted safe deposit box #5517 at 
~ain Offi~e of Birmingha~ Trust 
Natio~al Bank in dow~town Birminglam. 

Replied to newspaper cla~sifi~d ~d 
for purchase of 1966 white Must~ng 
from local resident 9 WILLIAM D$ 
~AISLEY 1 at hi~ r~sidenca a~d ~ale 
cons umm!l ted illll down trowll'll Bi1•mi,ngh11un 
the following d~y~ 8/30/67. 

Period during which S & H Gre~~ 
Stamps, which were found in GALT 0s 
abalnl.doned Mustang in Atlantlf£, were 
distributed to customers at 
Sta.ndard Oil Service St:ati~Jrn, 
2188 HiglmlaJntd Aven\\Jl.~, :Birmi.nghailn" • 

GALT enrolled for 5 weekly cl~~s~~ 
in dance instruction at Continent~l 
Dance Club Studios 9 ak~ Friend~lhlip 
Club, Birminglhlam 9 giving resi.den~e 
address as 2608 Highland Avenu~y 
Birmiltllgham. 

Dry-clean.ing tick.et, whiclh. bfld beelri 
recovered from GALT 0 ~ effects at 
Atlanta, identified as havin1 be~n 
iss~ed on this d~te for tlh.e pr~s~in.g 
of a coat at Mayfield Clealnl.~r~, 
2222 Highland Avenue, under name 
GAULT. 

Records of Superior Bulk Film Compa~y, 
Chicago, reflected ~hipme~t of photo~ 
graphic equipm~nt and camera to GALT 
at the Highland Avenu$ rooming hou~~ 
address. 
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Octob(Br 5, 1967: 

October 7, 1967: 

October 18, 1967~ 

October 22, 1967: 

November 20, 1967: 

December 13, 1967: 

March 29 1 1968: 

M:arc.h 30, 1968: 

• 
PETER CMERPES, operat@r of rooming 
house, ~608 Highland Avenue, signed 
f@r packililge addre~~ed to GALT◊ 

GALT wr@te typewrittel!ll lett@Jr fr@m 
his ro@ming house at Birmingham to 
the Superior Bulk Film Company, 
Chicililg@, returlr!:i.J!llg one camerlil which 
had bee~ deliver@d alo~g with other 
photogr~phic equipmento 

Approximate dat® of GALTe~ departure 
from his Birmingham roomiJ!llg hou~ev 
and n@ further c@rre~pondence re
ceived from him ~y PETEU CHERPESo 

Letter from Superi@r B~lk Film Company 9 

Chicago, returned from tlble rooming 
house address at Birminglblamo 

Re~ords of Superior Bulk Film Company 9 

Clblicago 9 reflect typewritten letter 
from ~ALT requesting a refund on th~ 
returned camera be sent to lblim at 
Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, 
Hotel Rioo 

Record~ of the film company at Chicago 
reflect letter from GALT advising lble 
had not received his refund and re
que~ting same be sent tlblen to 1535 
N@rth Serrano; Los Angelesi Californiao · 

GALTus safe deposit box, Birminglblam 
Trust National Bank~ Birminglblam, 
cancelled and found empty upon receipt 
of letter en~lo~ing key~, believed 
m~iled in Loui~iana o • • 

GALT purchased @@e rifle from AEROHARINE 
Supply Company~ Birmingham~ and ~ad 
scope mot1.u1ted o 

GALT returned above gun to AEROMRINE 
and traded ~ame for the murder w~apono 

10 
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VIEW OF AERO~ARENE SUPPLY COMPANY 
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by 

D-302 (Rev. -l ,S-6'1) ' • ,i,. 

.! FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 4~/_l_l_/_6_8 ___ _ 

JOE F. BIDDLE, Man~g~r, Sporting Goods Dep~rt= 
ment, Wimberley-Thomas Hardwar• Company, 1809 Fir~t 
Avenue, South, Birmingham, was contacted at approximat~ly 
8:30 a.m. and advi~ed that he had already been contact®d 
by the man from Remington-Arms Company in Bridgeportp 
ConlT!ecticµt, and had beeu ~dvised by him that Remin1Ert@ID1 
30.06 rifle, serial number 461476, had been shipp~d t© 
Wimberley on March 30, 1966, under Remington invoice 
number 55868. · 

Mr. BIDDLE stated that this order wa~ r@ceiv®d 
and was, in fact, a shipment of 418 guns of variou~ tyl,!)®~$ 

He consulted his record book, captioned D~ily 
Report of Sale of Guns and Pistols, and determined that 
Remington rifle, caliber 30.06, marketed under Remingt@!!ll 
symbol number 9684, serial number 461476, had beern ~old on 
August 31, 1966, to Aeromarine Supply Company~ 5101 Ai~po~t 
Highway, Birmingbam. 

SA NEIL P. SHANAHAN~.--.:J'-"·m .... l..__ _______ Date dictated __ 4,u/c.....,l....,l"'-'/'-'6'!"..,8""-----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

14 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) • 
l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4/'-l_l_/_6_8 ____ _ 

At appro~imately 10:30 a.m ... OONAL:P F~ WOOD 
wa.s oont.aeted at Ael'Qmar:i,ne Supply Company, 5701 A.irport 
Highway,.Bi:,:mingbam, and.advised that he is the son @f 
ROBERT E~ WOOD, $Ro, wa()· is the Qwne:r of the Aeromarin® 
Supply Company. WOOD was discreetly·, questioned con= 
eerning the sale of a aemington cali~er S0.06 rifle, 
serial n.umbe:r 461476, which Aer<;>ma;rilte had purchased 
from Wimberi~y""'Tilomas in Augu~t, 1966. DONA;LD F .. WOOD 
immediately stat~d that he bad heard,the ~ecounts of th® 
assassinati,on of MARTIN LUTHER KlNG the previous day ©n 
the radio and bad imm.ediately r~oalled selling a rifl®~ 
as wa$ described :l.n the newspape~ as the murder weapo1l'Il 9 t© 
an individual about a week 'before tbe m~rder. W'OOD 
imme<U.-.ately searched f~r and found a sales invoice in hi~ 
records and i~dieated ibat on $~t~rd•Y, March 30, 1968 1 h® 
bad sold this gqn to an individual usi,Qg the name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER. 

Afte1,9 obtaining bQth copies of tbi s sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was ~equested tQ aeeompany the int~r= 
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, whi~~ 
he agreed to do. M:r;-. WOOi) was tran$port4!1d to the Bil"mi m1g= 
ham Off:l.ce of the FBI, where he furnished the following 
signed statement: 1 

."Bi :rmi ngham ,. A l,a.\)ama . 
April 5, 1968. 

. "I , DONALD -F., . WOOD, hereby make 
this statement t~ Special AgentJNEIL P. SHANAHAN 

•Who bas identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent of the. Federal Bureaµ of Inve,stigation., I 
~esi,de at 405· Lance ~ane, Birmingham, Alabama and 
sub$cribe to. t~lephQne munbf,U" ~36-4:9180 I am 
employed by 1BY tatb~r, ROBERT E~ WOOD, SR. at th® 
AeroJQ.a:ri ne Supply Conapany, 5701 Airport :Ui ghway 9 

Bi~ingham, Ala., as~ sal$sman. 

On _--,--.c4~/~5 ..... / ..... 6 ..... 8 __ at ---=B=i=rm=· =i=n.=g=b=am~,__;:,cA=lc.:.;ac:::b..=:a::::;m=a'--_File # __ B_H_44_-_l 7_4_0 ____ _ 

by ~----=S=A.;;-.=NE=I=-=L=---=P'-"'0e,__,,::S=H=A=N=A=HA=N=:..,_,jm=l-...---_~_~~Date dictated __ 4_/_1_1_/_6_8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor c;onclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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"On Friday, Mai-ch 29, 1968, $ometim~ 
in the early afternoon I had jU$t returned fr@m 
lunch when I obse~ved Mr. u. L. BAKER, also~ 
salesman, completing the\ ~ale of a rifle to iUll 

individual unknown to me. Mr~ BAI~R had ju~t 
sold· this nutn, a Remington, Mod~l 700, Caliber 
.243 W~ncheeter with a 2x-7~ Redfteld Scope 
mounted tbereo-1. · Mr. B.AKER ha_~ made this sal~ 
and had also mount~d and bore sighted the scope 
on our machine. This indi vidtial also bought olfi\~1 

box of 20 round$ of .243 No:rma ammunition. H~ 
pal§.9. cash for this sale. When I first obs:e,rv~d 
this man·he was dressed in a dart business suit 
with a whj. te shirt and ti-e, as well as I :r'emember. 
He was appro:x:imately 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pound~ 
and had da~k h~ir. He had a ~edium complexion a~d 
appeared to be a meek i ndi v;i dual.. Tb1s i ndi vi d1JJ1al 
had given bis name a,s, HARVE!Y LOWMEYER and lStated 
that he resided at 1907 So~th 11th Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama. He also advised that he wa~ 
36 years of age. 

"This infox-mation Was no1; given to m~ 
personally by tb:s individual, but I determin(l;Jd it 
from the bill of sal~ that was p~epared by 
Mr., BAKER. . 

".Following th~ sale this .j.ndi vi dual l~ft 
the store earryi,q.g the gun in a cardboard box 
util;i.zed by the Brownirig Manufacturing Company .. 
This box was used because with the scope mount~d 
the rifle would not fit ln tbe normal Remington b@~. 
He also took the empty Remington manufaeturer 0 ~ 

carton with him when be left. 

"It was, as be~rt X recall, ei th.er la t~r 
that afternoon or early the following Saturday 
morn'ing wtien this individual called on the t~le-" 
phone and stated that he had had a conversatio~ 
with his brother and ~ecided that the gun h@ had 
pu~chas~d w~e not 'the gun he wanted and he r®qu®~t®d 
whether be could exchange it for a Remington, ~©d@l 
760, 30.06 calibe~. I advised him that we could 
make this exchange but that it would cost him a~ 
additional $5.00. 
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"At approximat~ly 9:()0 AM on Saturday, 
March 30, this same individual ~etu~n~d to th®• 
store with the g"n be had previou~ly pu.rcha~~d. 
When he returned th~·g~n be bad the tun ~till~~ 
the .Browning box. ,I told h;i.m that I would cluuilge 
the scope from the caliber .243 ri:Ue to the. 

· Model 760, bu.t tpat j.t would talce m~ until appir@:l'l:i.= 
mately 3;00 o'clock in tbe afternoon and I 
instructed him to retu~~ at 3:00 o'clock and to bri~g 
the original Remington box fqr the caliber .243 
weapon wi~h him when be came as I would ne~d ab@~ t@ 
store th~ gqn in. I gave him ihe Model 760 gu.n ~nd 
I believe that 1 left :tt ;i.1;1 the J3rowning ~artolITl,., l 
did not ?eeeive tbe $5.00 because in exchanging th@ 
scQpe I had to use a Weaver base and rings in~t®~d 
of the Redfield base and rings and this made u.p th® 
cost difference. lat$<> exeh~nged tie bo~ of .243 
caliber ammµniti9n for a box of 30.06 ammunition 
which l believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 graJ.n, 
20 rounds pe,r bo~. He left the store carrying th®~@~ 
in tbe cardboard bo~. 

"During the COU1"$8 of our deali ng:s @rn 
Saturday l asked thi$ individual why he didn't W&J-11:Jlt 
the c~liber .243 gun and I told him that it wa~ ~ 
big enough gun to b~ing dQWJl any deer in Alalbamao H@ 
stated in an offhand ~anner that he wanted th@ 30&06 
caliber gun beca~se be wa$ going to us~ it to ~~~t ifili 
Wisconsin. 

'' At the present time- this i,s all t!tuit JI ©@l.fili 

remember concerning the transaction with this irndiwi= 
dual. 

"4/5/68 

''I have read tbis signed statement and 
accept where l ~ave i~itiated one correction. I 
find it to eonsist of t~is and two other page~ aTud 
it is true anq correct. 

"/s/ OONALD F. WOOD 

"'/s/ MEI!,. P. SHANAHAN, Special A.g~nt 9 

FBI, 4/5/68. 

"/s/ MARVIN M. EUBANICS, Special Ag®nt, 
FBI, Birmingham, 4/5/68,.. ii 
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AIRCRAFT=AUTOMOTIVE 
MARINE-SPORTING GOODS:

PARTS & SUPPLIES · 

TO 

AEROiv1ARINE SUPPLY CO. 
5701 BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY·. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABf.MA 35212 
INVOICE 
NUMBER 

NET 

WII: 
2251A 
196? 

TOTAL 
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IF CHECIC lS G1VEN 1M FULL· OR 'PART PAYMtffT FOR THIS INVOICE, TITLI'- SHALL REMAIH WITH SELLER VH1"1L CHECK MAS 
CLEARED BAKK IK WHICH ilRAWN,. AT THE OPTION OF THE SELLER. 

RECEIVED BY 
MERCHANDISE CANNOT BE RETURNED FOR CREDIT, REFUND OR EXCHANGE AFTER 10 DAYS FRQM SALE DATE 
PURCHASE INVOJCE MUST ACCOMPANY All RETURNS. 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
l 

Date April 8, 1968 

DONALD F. WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane, Birmi~gham, 
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, was• asked if. he could identify a customer who p11.llrchasied 
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29,, 1968. WOOD 9 
after checking his invoices, noted that there was such a sale 
made on March 29, 1968, but the invoice was mad~ out to 11Cash. 9

~ 

WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a" regular c1Ul:stom~r 
who is a white male, abQut 25 years old, five feet, te~ i~ch@s 9 

170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN., WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to thi:s inunil 
about two--and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his rEllrcord~ 
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Moro.teviallo 
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Standard 
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. 

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made available the 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER 
DeSH;AZO as having been handled by the person who purchased a 
ri.fle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Compamry on 
March 29, 1968: 

weapons. 

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel;., 
varmint .243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009, 
StGJck No. 753A .•. 

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30~30, bolt= 
action riflet Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A. 

Mro WOOD was furnished a receipt for the abov~ 

On __ 4~/_7~/_6_8 __ at -~B_i~r_m_i_n-g--h_a_m~, _A_la_b_a_m_a ___ File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT ME 44-1987 
and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:mas 4/8/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated---------
"'"?1 

Thi1;1 document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is lhe property of the FBI and is loaned to 
yqur agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside y§{r~ency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAl) OF INVESTIGATION 
l 

Date April 14 ~ 1968 

Immediately following the receipt of a package at 
approximately 12:30. a.m., April 8, 1968, contaiping three 
weapons from Special ,Agent ROBERT M. BARRETT, Special Agent 
RALPH N. BUTLER hand-carried them aboard a Delta Airlines 
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE 
of the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8~00 a.m. 
on April 8, 1968. 

These items, from the time they were deliwe~~d to SA 
BUTLER, did not leave his possession until delivered to Mr. 
BONEBRAKE. 

Birmingham~ Alabama -
On __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 __ at Washin.gton, D. C. File# __ B_H_44_-_1'1_4_0 __ ~--

by SA RALPH N. BUTLE.R:mas Date dictated 4;'.lLl/68 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommend~tio1;1s n_or c!!i'usi_ons9fte FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distnbutecl: outside ~Ji:'agency. 

7------c--------- ... 
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l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

/ 

4/11/68 Date~---------

At approximately 1:00 Pom• on April 5, 1968, 
Mr. ROBERT E o WOOD, SR. , and DONALD F. WOOD aec@mpilUlli®d 
tne inte~viewing Ag~nts to the Aercmarine Supply Comp~~Jg 
5701 Airport Highway, 81.mningham, where DONALD F'. WOOD 
made available a Remington Model 700, 9aliber 0243, rifl@, 
whieh was believed by them to h,ave b$en handled by th® 
unknown individual who bad pµro-ased•t~, R$mington M~d®l 
760 rifle on March 30, 1968. DONALD r. WOOD also furlITli~h®d 
nine boxes of ~au. ber • 243 ~m;q.ni U on, from tbei r i nv®lITlt(Q):if'J 
stating that one box Qf this anununition was believed t~ 
have been handled by the ~ndividual wllo purchased the g@llll., 
DONALD Fo WOOD also f~rnisbed a set of Redfield bases ~~d 
rings wbich had been the Qriginal bases and rings fur~i~hed 
by the manufacturer of the Jedfield $cope. 

M~. woo»/il~'.)furnished ~ ~jg~ed receipt for 
tbe above items •. , · • 

. Immediately follow~ng the reeeipt of these it@m~ 9 

SA NEJL Po SHANAHAN band car~ied them aboard a United Ai~= 
lines flight, cha~ging to a Delt~ flight in Atlaimta 9 G@@Jr~i~9 
and ultimately a~eompanied them to M~. GEORGE BONEBRAKE @f 
the FBI Identirfi:catiQn Divis;i.on at .app:ro;x:imately 8~00 .p.,mo 
same date. These j,tems 1 fro• the time they were del.iv@lf@d 
to SA SHANAHAN, did not leave bis ~OS$8t:?$iOn until d~li V®red 
to Mr. BONEBRAKE. 

J 

4/5/68 Birlnipgbam, Alafbama BB 44-1740 On ______ at -------.-,.------~File# __________ _ 

SA~ NEIL P. SHANAHAN and 
by ___ __;_N_E_I_L--'-G--=-•_MA_R_T_I_N...:..:_N_P __ S/~·· J=...m...;.l_;__.,.,.___. ____ 0 llte dictated _4_/_l_l_/_6_8 _ __:_ __ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor co-~ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
yom- agenc;:y; it and its contents are not to be distribute .... ,.,iide yftgency. 
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Date ------'4=+-/8"""+-/2u6u8 __ _ 

JOHN WEBSTER °-E SHAZO, 17 Moij.tevallo Lane~ Mou!lllt~i.im 
Breokp"""'fu:rnished the following: 

DE SHAZO is a regular and frequent customer at Ae:iro
m.a:t'ine Supply Co111pany, Airpoi-t Bigllway, IUrmingh;im. DE SHAZO . 
is also a me•ber of t.be ltl;t. t ional Rifle · A S$0C:: ia t ion (NRA) a 1TI1d 
th.erefore bas an extensiv~ and avid interest in weapcn:u;$ 

On March 2,9, 1968, DE SJAZO :went to t be Aerollliiarilllle Sup]Plly 
Company, ar:rivi•1r so111etime around ,:oO P.M:. He was there for 
about one :to one and one ... half hours. ··At the time he arrived 9 

., the so~ of the owner~ PON· WOOD$, \\'as out to lunch, and DE SHAW 
wanted to conduct his business with 'WOODS, About twenty mi!l!lllllt®s 
after DE SHAZO arrived, a man, tn a c::lark .. shade of brow.@ busilliless 
suit whic.b was wrinkled as if l;le had' been working or traveU,,@g 9 

eam.e into the s;tore. DE su·zo said bis first impression of this 
man was that· he di.d not · l9ok. like a hu~ter or an outdoorsnuuil 9 

and that he appeared to be out of pla~e in the store. It was 
apparent to DESHAZO in watching this.man that be did not 
know anything about rifles. He looked at a~d handled sev®~al 
dif;ferent weapons ar,,d finally decid~d t<> buy a Remington 
Model 700,~ .243 Winchester. He al$<>· ordered a Redfield Va:il:'i~blre 
scope. The total cost .of tbi,s purchase would have beern about 
$270. DE, SHAZO recalled sayiqg t<> tbis man, uvou 've really 
got quite a gun there ·.... you' 11 have to . leax-n how to use it., ,t 
The man replied .that be was going. deer. bunting with his brother 9 

or brother-in.ilaw, in ·w1seonsin~ who bad invited him to humtt., 
This man alS0 -said that he wa-s now able to buy a rifle so he 
was going to get a good one •. S0111etime while DESHAZO was 
observing this man, he noticed that ke c0t.1ld detect the @d@~ 
of alcohol on bis breath. Jle •i_d the man was not dru1!llk 9 

bleary-~yed , .. •~r was bis epeeeh slul."~ed, tut be had defil!llitely 
been drinki?,i, DE SBAZQ satC, when he lett the store thi$ 
purchaser was $till, in tbe store waiting for a salesman !lil~1NA@dl 
BAKER to ge.t the sce>pe sight m.oun1:ed on the rifle that thi~ 
man had p~rcbased. · · · ·· 

On __ 4~/_7~/~6_8 __ at Mouatain Brook,. Alabama File# BB 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M., BARRETT and 
· 'by ____ W'""'I"""L=L=I=A....,M'--"-A ...... --=S~A_,U ___ C=I_E=R_..,_: R~M=B_,,.-=--:-,.,_j b-=--t-'-------Date dictated __ 4~/_8~/_6_8 ___ _ 

Th\s document contains n~ither re·oollllll,e!ldations ttor <;o.nclusilr's of th¢, i?ih It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ~e not to be d,\,Stributed outs~ youi: ag~ 
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DESHAZO s~id he could recall only two labore~s c@mi@~ 
into the store while this man was there and that the:Jre we1t'e> 
two persons behind the counter, BAKER and a man named STEl!1IBIEN~ 0 

DESHAZO said the man gave DESHAZO the impres~i@@ 
that he was not from Alabama. This man was quietw soit=sp@~®lTI\ 9 

and was not observed smoking at any time. DE SHAZO ~id ~~velt:'~IL 
times that his attention was drawp, to this man becau~ @f hi~ 
lack of knowledge of weapons and,, in I>E SHAZO's opini@@ 9 tihlil§l 
man had no business getti.ng a rifle. Be said he bad! th@1mght 
at the time that this is the type of person who buys a rifl@ 
to kill his wife, anQ who gtves the u~e of weapons a b~d ~~~@. 

DESHAZO said be could positively identify the~~@ 
who purchased the rifle and scop~ sight should he ever @bs®J!:'Wl:.l' 

him again~ 

DE SHAZO furnished ttie f<>llowing description «1if th® 
man who pu;rchased the Remington rifle and scope sight: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Manner 
Clotbing 

White 
Male 
3Q - 32 yeavs 
5'10" 
170 - 175 lbs. 
arown, combed straight ba~k 9 

wavy 
Quiet, sott-spok~n, no~-sm©k®~ 
Wearing wingtip shoesr a !IDil®di1JJlfilfil0= 
prie~d, wrinkled, dark br@~~ 
bu~ine~s suit, white shirt 9 ~@d 
tie. 

23 
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On 

FEDl;RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/8/68 Date _________ _ 

,I 

On April 6, 1968, JOHN DE.NNIS.HANNERS, 809 Meg D:irive 9 

fur~ished the following: 

BANNERS went to the AerQmarine Supply Comp~~Y ©~ 

Airport Highway twice on March 29, 1968. The first time was 
about 10:00 A.Mo, and he wa$ there for about an hour 9 duri~g 
which time he made a purchase. He ret.urned sometime lbetwe®1n1 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M., and stayed until sometime after 4~00 PeMe 
About fifteen minutes after he arrived, a man wearing~ busi11l1@ss 
suit, dark brown in color, came in and lQQked at S<»me rifles~ 
From this man's actions it was obvious to HANNERS th~t this 
man k~ew little or nothing about rifl~s~ He was waited o~ by 
an employee named BAKER. He finally purchased a Remi1Dlgt@~ 9 

model unknown, rifle and ordered a scope sight to be ilDlst~lled 
at that time. HANNERS left sometime after 4:00 PeM~ a@d :ait 
that time this purchaser was still in the store~ At the time: 
HANNERS left, the purchaser was watching aAKER equip the rifle 
with tbe scope sight. HANNERS said he is quite positive he 
could identify this purchaser if he ever saw him agai@. 

HANNERS recalled that· this purchase:r talked t@ ~ 
customer who was in the store at the same time on March 29v 
1968, which customer was buying a gun case for a Vau·miltilt 
model rifle.. This customer apparently was well kn@wlill to BAUR · 
and HANNERS recalls seeing this customer have some co~ver~ation 
with the p~rchaser of the rifle. 

BANNERS advised he bad no conversation with this 
purchaser nor did he hear him mention any name, loc~litJv oc©~= 
pationp residence, and/or automobile. When HANNERS left th® 
store he noticed tqere were several cars parked i~ the st@~® 
parking lot, but could not recall any one specific c~~~ e~~e~t 
a small red midget-type compact. HANNERS further said he b~d 
never seen the purchaser of the rifle before nor has he se@~ 
him since th-is occasi,on. 

4/6,7/68 at Center PointJ Alabama File # BB 44=1740 

SAs ROBERT M9 BARRETT and 
by WILLIAM A_ .. SAUCIER:RMB:jbt ~ . 

2 
Date dictated--4_/_8_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the ;J: It is the prQJ?erty of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dtstributed _outside your agency. · ·. 
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BANNERS furnished the following descripti@@ @f the 
p@~ch~ser of the rifl®: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Clothing 

Speech 
Manner 

White 
Male 

I 

About 38 years\ 
5'10" 
lSQ lbs .. , with slight ' 1pot 1u 

Dark brown and w~vy @~ top 9 

thict on the sides 
Open as if looking intentlJ ~t 
something · 
Dark brown business s~it 9 

white shirt and tie 
Possibly Southern 
Acted shy, quiet sp@k@n, n@t 
.forward in manll'ller or spieech 9 

not observed smoking. 1 

On April 7, 1968, JOHN DENNIS &~NDRS said he did 
not rec~ll bearing the purchaser of the rifle sp@ak en@ug~ 
to definitely identify his voice o~ his acce~t~ if ~IITlY$ 
He ol!illy :recalls the purchaser speci:fiic;ally saying to B~)KElR 9 

i[!). conirH?lction with the purchase of the rifle, vv1 ° llL t:&'ke tlhli~ 
Olffie e W

9 

In going over his actions in the store ol!il ~ mi@~t®= 
to=minute basis, HANIU!RS said he believes. he arrived b@twe®IITl 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M.~ that the purchaser of the rifle a~rived 
fifteen minutes later, that the son of the owrner of th® $to~® 0 

DON WOODSs c~uli\e into the sto:ir'e about thirty miimut®!:ll a:fte)-r t!ll® 
purchaser· of the rif lei had ar;fived, alltd th~t HANDJRS left tlhle 
store about one and Qne-half hours after be h~d fi~~t ~lfll"iwed 9 

which would have b!ititHA sometime between 3:30 aimd 4:00 P.Mo~ iatt 
which t.ime the p1U1rchaser of the rifle was sti 11 i@ the !§llt@ll'."® ~ 

HANNERS recalled that the y~u~g ma~ wh@ was buyi~g 
the gun case for the Varmint model rifle was a whit® m~l@g abo@t 

, 25 years, 5 11 10", 170 lbsq black, tbickv long hair combed 
straight back. This individual was still in the st@lfe wit~ t~® 
purchaser when HANNERS left. · , 

HANNERS said that the purcb~se~ drew HANlmRS 0 att®~ti@~ 
because of his obvious lack of k!!ll@wledbe Ctt»!lilceirimimig lfi:f1L®~. 

25' 
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HANNERS also reca.lled that 1,here 1~n1s ~nother sale~1m1,airu 
behi!!!ld the cou~ter other th~~ B~K'RR whQ was gray-haired. lfl!ANNERS 
fl\l!rt!bl@:r recalled seeillllg that t her~ was more th~ltll oIDJ.e :ir if le on 
the couIDJ.ter during the ttme the pur~haser of the rifle w~s 
d_iscussiimg th~ Jf»'llfl"Chase with BAUR* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 ·----- Date 4/8/68 
' I 

f; I/ ?'YI , ,,r .Ji /14 ;n7 a /..,/; 
"!"-~--- . ,. . .._,., --~· . ..----~-✓~·--· -~ .. ' ' . 

:.;.,.;;::;;.%J-?~=, 1408 Clermont Drivel advised be is an 
employee --t e Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport :Highway 9 

Birmingham. In connection with the sale of a gun case for~ 
Varmint model rifle 9 BAKER said be recalled making such a · 
sale 9 but could not recall the da,te nor the name of thie 
customer. He said be could not state that this gun cas® w~s 
sold on the same date that he ~ad sold a rifle and sc@pe sight 0 

which was March 29, 1968, ae said tlle man who bc;mght the gunni , 
case was a frequent customer, and described him as a wlhi t@ ma le" 
27 - 28 years old, 5'9", 180 lbs., heavyset, with bl@nd 9 

thinning hair. BAKER identified the other salesman~ who would 
have been behind the counter on ~a~eh 29, 1968, as the man~ge~ 

I 

@f the store, J .. HOYT STEPHENS, 

In con-qection with the aqcept or speech of the pe1rson 
who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKiR said be believed 
it was from "this" (Alabama) general area. BAKER said that 
the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29 9 

19681 and came back later in the afternoon and picked ~P the 
rifle$ He was asked if it was possiQle that the man stay~d in 
the store during this time, and BAKER sa;i.d he was not sure. 

On __ 4_/7_/6_8....,, __ at _B,---i_r_m_i_n_g_h_a_'in_,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a __ ~File # BH 44= 17 40 

SAs ROBERT M0 ·aARRETT and 
by WILLIAM A .. SAU?IER:RMB;jbi; i$: , Date~ictated 4/8/68 

'fhis document c,ontains neither reCOlllDlendations nor cQncl~ioiti of the Fti:.7ft is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agen.cy; it an,d its contents ai:e not to be ijistributed O\ltside your agency . . ', ' ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/8/68 

/ 

J e HO'!T' ST~PJIENS,,_ residence.._UQ.8 South 5&th St1reet 9 

<~.i:rmi.ngham;- said he is the manager of the AeromarilTile StUlpply 
Company, .Airport Highway, Birmin.gham. STEPHENS said Ible O>©©~s;~~ 

i@nally wor~s behind the counter and w9uld be the per~o~ iden= 
tified by a customer as a gray-~aire4 salesman other th~@~~" 
U. L. BAKER. ' 

S'l;'EP.H!!NS said t)e cpuld not 
1
recall anything ©oID1©e1F@itJig 

the sale of a gun case for a Varinint-,type rifle rwr the ~~le oif 
a Remington ritle and scope sight on ~arch 29, 1968 • . 

on __ 4~/_1~/_6_8 __ at Birminghamp Alabama File # BH 44= l 740 , 

SA s ROBERT M 0 ,BARRETT and 
by WILLIAM A,. SAUCIER;RMB:jbt Date dictated 4/8/68 

This document contains neither re9ommendations nor concllff~:;.~ of t~fijl. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your ag.ency; it and its contents are not to be diftributed oift'~ide your~~y. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ---=4L../8~/6=8,,...._ ___ _ 

"-. . r 
A. L. IRWIN, 7822 Sixth Avenue S"Outh t a patrolman 

employed try the Birmingham Police Department,• advised he is 
presently attending the police department academy for rookie 
policemen. 

IRWIN recalled being at the Aeri> Marine Supply 
Companyt near the airport, Birmingham, on March 29, 1968, for 
about an· hour between 4:3.0 and 5:30 P.M. IRWIN recalled seeing 

.. a customer in the store wearing a dark bl,lsiness suit. He could 
only recall that this man was a white male, age about 36 9 

about 5 9 8 11 tall, about 160 pounds, with dark- hair. IRWIN said 
he could recall nothing else about this man or if he was still 
in the store when IRWIN left. He did ~ecall there weTe several 
cars parked outside the Aero Marine Supply when he left 9 but 
could recall none specifically. 

I 

4/6/68 - at _ ... B.._.i....,r....,m=1. .... • n"'-lgE>'h""a.,.,m,_, __ A"""""'l,..a-b.,..a_m_a,.___ __ File # BH 44-1740 

SA s ROBERT M. BARRETT and t . 29 _ 
by __ W~IL....,..L ..... IA...,MUL-,Au...a.• __....SA...._U ..... C-.IE-R....._._: R.._..M...,.B...,_._: ~j...,_b_..t _____ Date dictated -~4-=/,....8=;-/,_6=-8:.--___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dµitributed outside your agency. · 
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