
President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

May 9, 2025

Dear President Trump,

We write today to urge your Administration to prioritize the release of the five Americans who 
have been held hostage in Gaza for 580 days since the horrific October 7, 2023, terrorist attacks 
on Israel. Securing the release of all five American hostages is critical as every additional 
moment in captivity is a matter of life or death. We urge you to avail yourself of all available 
options and diplomatic channels to achieve a deal for their release.

On October 7th, Hamas terrorists and other Palestinian terrorist groups launched a coordinated 
attack on Israeli kibbutzim, villages, and social gatherings, including the Nova Music Festival. 
This was the single deadliest attack on the Jewish people since the Holocaust, killing 1,200 
including more than 40 Americans. Further, the terrorist perpetrators of the attacks kidnapped 
more than 250 hostages, twelve of whom were American.

After the election this past November and in the weeks immediately preceding your 
inauguration, you worked with the outgoing Biden Administration to guide parties to a hostage-
prisoner exchange alongside a temporary ceasefire. These efforts allowed for the release of 33 
hostages, including Americans Sagui Dekel-Chen and Keith Siegel.

Now, as months have passed since the most recent exchange, we must keep the five remaining 
Americans and additional 54 hostages top of mind. The five American hostages include Edan 
Alexander, Omer Neutra, Itay Chen, Gadi Haggai, and Judi Weinstein Haggai. Only Edan is 
believed to be alive while Omer, Itay, Gadi, and Judi were either murdered on October 7th or in 
captivity. 

Our government’s most solemn responsibility is to keep Americans safe. With that responsibility
in mind, we urge you to use all diplomatic tools at your disposal, in concert with our regional 
allies and partners, to ensure Edan’s release and the release of the remains of the deceased 
American hostages as soon as possible. Every day in captivity adds to the nightmare for the 
hostages and their families. We must bring them home now. 

Sincerely,



Michael V. Lawler
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

French Hill
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Laura A. Gillen
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress
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Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

David Kustoff
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress

Monica De La Cruz
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress

Jeff Hurd
Member of Congress
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Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Nick LaLota
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress
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