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Mr. Wenfeng:

Chinese companies increasingly provide American consumers and businesses with
artificial intelligence services. We are concerned this poses a serious risk to U.S. national and
economic security, as DeepSeek, among others, harvest Americans’ personal and proprietary
information and introduce new data security vulnerabilities into the U.S. economy. Under
Chinese law, these companies must cooperate with and answer to the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP).! A recent public meeting convened by President Xi Jinping with business leaders
underscores how Chinese technology companies can advance the CCP’s priorities.?

DeepSeek’s data practices illustrate our concerns. By its own admission, the company’s
mobile application—available on app stores in the U.S.—is sending Americans’ personal
information to servers in the People’s Republic of China.? According to media reports, the
company is also sharing users’ personal information with other CCP-linked entities, including
ByteDance Ltd. Researchers, meanwhile, have identified serious weaknesses in DeepSeek’s
purported security controls and model safeguards.* To address these risks, a growing number of
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states, including New York, Texas, and Virginia have banned DeepSeek on government devices,
with states attorneys-general calling for a broader ban.” U.S. allies and trading partners are
taking similar steps.® In South Korea, for example, DeepSeek is no longer available for
download on app stores.’

We are further concerned by how Chinese companies access U.S. technology to advance
their Al development. DeepSeek reportedly, and without authorization, trained its R1 model by
“distilling” outputs from an American competitor.® According to media stories, Manus Al—
which its developer claims is a general-purpose agent—is powered by an American Al model.’
Moreover, in February, Apple announced it would integrate Alibaba’s Al features into phones
sold in the PRC. This partnership has been characterized as a “vote of confidence” in Alibaba’s
Al program, which is spending $53 billion on Al infrastructure and offers a chatbot accessible by
U.S. consumers. '°

The Committee seeks to understand the nature, scope, and severity of the risks posed by
Chinese Al companies to American consumers and businesses, as well as to U.S. national and
economic security. Please provide the Committee with answers to the following questions:

1. Provide a detailed description of the types and sources of data used to train your Al
models, including any U.S. personal or proprietary information.

2. Confirm whether information, including any personal information, entered into your
Al applications or chatbots by American consumers or businesses is collected, shared,
and used. Moreover, specify where this information is stored and accessed from,

Paul Kassianik and Amin Karbasi, Evaluating Security Risk in DeepSeek and Other Frontier Reasoning Models, CISCO
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general-knudsen-leads-2 1 -state-coalition-urging-congress-to-ban-china-based-ai-platform-on-all-government-
devices/.
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whether it is shared with any state entity of the People’s Republic of China or other
Chinese companies, and whether this information is used to train your AI models.

3. Describe the technical, administrative, and physical controls used to secure personal
and proprietary information associated with your Al offerings, as well as your process
for evaluating the security of third-party service providers.

4. Provide a detailed description of any U.S. technology products or services used to
develop, integrate, or bring to market your Al offerings. This includes the use of open
and closed source Al models developed by U.S. companies and the “distillation” of

American models.

5. Provide a detailed description of how your Al models are developed and trained,
including any steps taken to influence system outputs for alignment with Chinese

Communist Party ideology or political goals.

6. Provide a detailed description of any direct or indirect subsidies you receive from the
People’s Republic of China, or its political subdivisions, related to Al development.

7. Confirm whether your company has received a request from the People’s Republic of
China, or its political subdivisions, for data related to your company’s Al offerings.
This includes personal and proprietary data used to train or finetune an AI model and
data ingested by your Al services.

Please produce this information and answer our questions as soon as possible, but no later than

May 8, 2025.
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