
   

   

 

 

   

    

                 
 

            

       
               

             
 

 

               
              

            
                 

          
               

           
                 

     
                   

   
            

                 
                 

           
              

               
            

                  
           

           

                
               

                
                

    

ajennings
E-Sticker



 

                 
  

              
                

 
               

              
       

               
              

  
              

            
                   

          

         

                
   

               
    

                
    

            
        
    
              

    
          
          
            
         
      
         
              

     
       
      
             

             
     

2

o Ifthere is anyone in the trailer, they should be moved out and questioned: does she
have kids?

e I should gather the following information in my notes as the investigation commences,
which will later be included in my preliminary (case) report when the details of the case
culminate:

o The offense, the time ofday, date and approximate time ofoffense ifknown,
identification of the victim, the location of the offense, the method of operation if
known, and the identification of the officer.

o Since the offender was not there, I would be unable to record this information

initially, and the specifics of the crime won't be known until confirmed by the
crime lab.

© Getting the approximate time is important and can be indicated by rigor mortis

(which sets in at about 12 hours) or putrefaction (about 10-20 days).
e All this information will aid me as I attempt to reconstruct the scene of the crime based on

the evidence location in relation to its former known position.

Equipment I will have on hand for the investigation

e To be prepared for crime scene investigation, I must ensure I have a crime toolkit
containing the following:

o A35 mm camera or digital camera capable ofvideotaping with an adequate supply
of film and power.

o A portable lighting system to ensure quality photographs, and that I do not miss or

step over any evidence.
Assorted steel tape measures that can reach at least 25 feet.
A ruler or other measurement marking devices.
Latent fingerprinting equipment.
Gloves to protect the scene from contamination, this will enable that I avoid
leaving my latent fingerprints.

o Forceps and small tweezers and a pair of scissors.
o A small saw to take evidence: for example, drywall.
o Filter paper or small swabs for liquid evidence or trace evidence.
© Various evidence containers for liquid and solid evidence.

Paper envelopes for physical evidence.
Evidence tape to seal off the evidence containers.

Casting material to take molds ofpossible footprints around the perimeter with a

rubber container for the mixture.
o A magnifying device should be kept.
o Crime-scene tape for the scene.
o Protective clothing: boot covers, eyewear, fiber free overalls, face masks, hair nets,

gowns, and anything that will prevent me from contaminating the scene with things
I bring in with me.
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o Ifthe evidence is taken out of the locker at the police department, it must be

recorded who did so and why they did so.
e The knife, misshapen wire coat hanger, and any physical, biological, or trace evidence

found must be accounted for, bagged and sealed, and then kept in an evidence locker.
e Her bloody clothing should be examined as well, but this would infer that she must be

moved and have items of clothing removed; this is something the forensic crime scene

processing unit should do.
e Ifshe had a cellphone or computer nearby, this shouldbe described, logged, and

transported to the digital forensic lab for digital forensic examination.
Did she communicate with anyone?
Did this communication indicate a conflict?
Did her husband or boyfriend contact her?
Did anyone else contact her?
This may help investigators look in the right direction if things turn out to be not

so obvious; again, we can't assume it was the husband or boyfriend just because
there may have been a history of domestic violence or a PFA, despite this being
very common. Also, she may have children's furniture for her nieces or nephews,
so we can't even assume that she had kids.

e When moved, all items will have inventory receipts which document the movement for the
chain of custody form.

e All of this is for the accountability and integrity of the evidence, and thus the proper
outcome of the criminal investigation.

o Failing to do so leads to injustice- there can be a very clear link between victim and

offender, but if this is not accounted for via chain of custody, then it will be
inadmissible.

Outreach to other agencies and immediate elements of the investigation

e A lot of these inquiries would occur concurrently with the crime-scene investigation.
© Does she have kids? The county records office should give us this information.
e Ifso, the welfare of the children should be ensured: we are aware that there are disheveled

items of children's furniture around, but where are the kids?
o Calls to be made to all family members of the deceased would help narrow down

locations.
e Calls to the clerk of courts office to see if there is a PFA out on the husband or boyfriend

should be made.
e The husband or boyfriend of the deceased woman should be contacted to establish an alibi-

he needs to be immediately located and questioned.
e The kids should be located as soon as possible, and an amber alert should be set if they are

not accounted for: does their father even have rights to see the kids under normal
circumstances and did he take them?

e Neighbors should be questioned to see if the father was around, or if any suspicious
person was present.
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