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June 18, 2024 

Letter from the Deans of American Law Schools 

Lawyers play a critical role in sustaining our constitutional democracy.  President John F. 
Kennedy remarked on the enduring commitment needed to maintain such a system of 
government: “Democracy is never a final achievement. It is a call to untiring effort . . . .”  
We are thus grateful to the American Bar Association Task Force for American Democracy 
for its efforts to protect and preserve the rule of law and the ideals of our profession.  As 
law deans, we affirm that training for the next generation of lawyers should include these 
important elements: 

Teaching our students to uphold the highest standards of professionalism, which 
includes a duty to support our constitutional democracy and, per the Model Rules 
of Professional Conduct, to “further the public’s understanding of and confidence 
in the rule of law and the justice system.” 

Offering courses, workshops, and events that engage with the rule of law and 
democracy and sharing teaching resources through a new clearinghouse that the 
American Bar Association is creating. 

Teaching our students to disagree respectfully and to engage across partisan and 
ideological divides. 

Encouraging our students to support and defend the Constitution and the rule of 
law through clinical work, public education, and advocacy. 

Supporting public education and events focused on the rule of law and the values 
of our constitutional democracy. 

We call upon all members of the legal profession to join us in the vital work ahead. 

 

Signed, 

 

 

 

* Institutional affiliations are listed for identification 
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Kerry Abrams 
James B. Duke and Benjamin N. Duke Dean of 
the School of Law and Distinguished Professor of Law 
Duke University School of Law  

Mark C. Alexander 
Arthur J. Kania Dean and Professor of Law 
Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law  

Nicholas Allard 
Randall C. Berg Jr. Dean 
Jacksonville University College of Law  

Horace Anderson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University  

Jerry L. Anderson 
Dean and Richard M. and Anita Calkins Distinguished 
Professor of Law 
Drake University Law School  

Michael F. Barry 
President and Dean 
South Texas College of Law Houston  

April Mara Barton 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
Duquesne University  

Jessica Berg 
Dean, School of Law 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law  

Richard A. Bierschbach 
Dean and John W. Reed Professor of Law 
Wayne State University Law School  

Mary Anne Bobinski 
Dean and Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Law 
Emory University School of Law  

Craig M. Boise 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Syracuse University College of Law  

Gregory W. Bowman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Roger Williams University School of Law  

Paul Brest 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law, Emeritus 
Stanford Law School  

Martin H. Brinkley 
Dean and William Rand Kenan, Jr. Distinguished 
Professor of Law 
University of North Carolina School of Law  

Jennifer Gerarda Brown 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Quinnipiac University School of Law  

Lonnie T. Brown, Jr. 
Dean and Elvin E. Overton Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of Tennessee College of Law  

Marcilynn A. Burke 
Dean and Dave Frohnmayer Chair in Leadership and Law 
University of Oregon School of Law  

Charles B. Campbell 
Dean and Associate Professor of Law 
Faulkner University, Thomas Goode Jones School of Law  

Megan Carpenter 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law  

Erwin Chemerinsky 
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law  

Marisa S. Cianciarulo 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Western State College of Law at Westcliff University  

G. Marcus Cole 
Joseph A. Matson Dean and Professor of Law 
Notre Dame Law School  
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Colin Crawford 
Dean & Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
William H. Bowen School of Law  

Lisa A. Crooms-Robinson 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Howard University School of Law  

Mary Crossley 
Interim Dean, Professor of Law and  
John E. Murray Faculty Scholar 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law  

Anthony W. Crowell 
Dean and President and Professor of Law 
New York Law School  

Judith Daar 
Ambassador Patricia L. Herbold Dean and Professor of Law 
Northern Kentucky University Chase College of Law  

Mary J. Davis 
Dean and Ashland-Spears Distinguished Research 
Professor of Law 
University of Kentucky J. David Rosenberg College of Law  

Darby Dickerson 
President and Dean and Professor of Law 
Southwestern Law School  

Matthew Diller 
Dean and Paul Fuller Professor of Law 
Fordham University School of Law  

David L. Faigman 
Chancellor and Dean 
William B. Lockhart Professor of Law and the 
John F. Digardi Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California College of the Law, San Francisco  

Joshua P. Fershée 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Creighton University School of Law  

Daniel M. Filler 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law  

Lee Fisher 
Dean and Joseph C. Hostetler-BakerHostetler Chair in Law 
Cleveland State University College of Law  

Susan Freiwald 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of San Francisco School of Law  

Neil Fulton 
Dean 
University of South Dakota Knudson School of Law  

Elaine Gagliardi 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Alexander Blewett III School of Law at the University of 
Montana  

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean and CEO 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School  

Heather K. Gerken 
Dean and Sol and Lillian Goldman Professor of Law 
Yale Law School  

Risa Goluboff 
Dean and Arnold H. Leon Professor of Law 
University of Virginia School of Law  

Leah Chan Grinvald 
Dean and Richard J. Morgan Professor of Law 
William S. Boyd School of Law 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas  

Chris Guthrie 
Dean and John Wade-Kent Syverud Professor of Law 
Vanderbilt Law School  

Katheleen Guzman 
Dean and Director of the Law Center 
Fenelon Boesche Chair in Law and MAPCO/Williams 
Presidential Professor 
University of Oklahoma College of Law  

James R. Hackney 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Northeastern University School of Law  
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Haider Ala Hamoudi 
Dean and Nippert Professor of Law 
University of Cincinnati College of Law  

Jim Hilbert 
Interim President and Dean and Professor of Law 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law   

William C. Hubbard 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of South Carolina Joseph F. Rice School of Law  

Michael J. Hussey 
Dean and Associate Professor of Law 
Widener University Commonwealth Law School  

Renée McDonald Hutchins 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law  

Melanie B. Jacobs 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Louisville Louis D. Brandeis School of Law  

Emily M. Janoski-Haehlen 
Dean and Professor of Law 
The University of Akron School of Law  

Jennifer J. Johnson 
Dean and Erskine Wood Sr. Professor of Law 
Lewis and Clark Law School  

Kevin R. Johnson 
Dean and Mabie-Apallas Professor of Public Interest Law and 
Chicana/o Studies 
University of California, Davis 
School of Law  

Twinette L. Johnson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of The District of Columbia David A. Clarke 
School of Law  

William P. Johnson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Saint Louis University School of Law  

José Roberto (Beto) Juárez, Jr. 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University 
Shepard Broad College of Law  

Johanna Kalb 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Idaho College of Law  

Michael J. Kaufman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Santa Clara University School of Law  

Andrew R. Klein 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Wake Forest University School of Law  

Anita K. Krug 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Chicago-Kent College of Law  

Madeleine M. Landrieu 
Dean and Judge Adrian G. Duplantier Distinguished 
Professor of Law 
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law  

Elena B. Langan 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Touro Law Center  

Sophia Z. Lee 
Dean and Bernard G. Segal Professor of Law 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School  

J. Rich Leonard 
Dean 
Campbell University Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law  

Melanie Leslie 
Dean and Samuel Belkin Professor of Law 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 
Yeshiva University  

Gillian Lester 
Dean and Lucy G. Moses Professor of Law 
Columbia Law School  
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Odette Lienau 
Marianne D. Short, Esq., Dean and Professor of Law 
Boston College Law School  

Bradley J. Lingo 
Dean 
Regent University School of Law  

Paul Litton 
Dean and R.B. Price Professor of Law 
University of Missouri School of Law  

Kyle D. Logue 
Interim Dean and Douglas A. Kahn Collegiate Professor of Law 
The University of Michigan Law School  

Matthew R. Lyon 
Vice President and Dean and Professor of Law 
Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law  

Stephen W. Mazza 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Kansas School of Law  

Merritt E. McAlister 
Interim Dean and Levin, Mabie and Levin Professor of Law 
University of Florida Fredric G. Levin College of Law  

William McGeveran 
Interim Dean and Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty and Bennett 
Professor of Law 
University of Minnesota Law School  

James McGrath 
President, Dean, and Professor of Law 
Cooley Law School  

Marc L. Miller 
Dean and Ralph W. Bilby Professor of Law 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law  

Richard Moberly 
Dean and Richard C. and Catherine S. Schmoker Professor of 
Law 
University of Nebraska College of Law  

David H. Moore 
Dean, Sterling and Eleanor Colton Endowed Chair in Law and 
Professor of Law 
J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham Young University  

Cynthia E. Nance 
Dean and Nathan G. Gordon Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas School of Law  

Jason P. Nance 
Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law 
SMU Dedman School of Law  

Joel A. Nichols 
Interim Dean and Mengler Chair in Law 
University of St. Thomas School of Law  

Jack Wade Nowlin 
Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law 
Texas Tech University School of Law  

Christiana Ochoa 
Dean and Herman B Wells Professor of Law 
Indiana University Maurer School of Law–Bloomington  

Jens David Ohlin 
Allan R. Tessler Dean and Professor of Law 
Cornell Law School  

Angela Onwuachi-Willig 
Dean and Ryan Roth Gallo Professor of Law 
Boston University School of Law  

Fernando Moreno Orama 
Dean 
Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico School of Law  

Antony Page 
Dean and FIU Foundation Professor of Law 
Florida International University College of Law  

Sam Panarella 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth School of Law  
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Austen L. Parrish 
Dean and Chancellor’s Professor of Law 
University of California, Irvine 
School of Law  

Stephen C. Payne 
Dean and Knights of Columbus Professor of Law 
The Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law  

Wendy C. Perdue 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Richmond School of Law  

Andrew M. Perlman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Suffolk University Law School  

Rachel Rebouché 
Dean and Peter J. Liacouras Professor of Law 
Temple University, Beasley School of Law  

LaVonda N. Reed 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Georgia State University College of Law  

Patricia E. Roberts 
Dean and Charles E. Cantú Distinguished Professor of Law 
St. Mary’s University School of Law  

Victor C. Romero 
Interim Dean at Penn State Law and the School of 
International Affairs 
Maureen B. Cavanaugh Distinguished Faculty Scholar and 
Professor of Law 
Penn State Law, Pennsylvania State University  

Jacob H. Rooksby 
Smithmoore P. Myers Dean and Professor of Law 
Gonzaga University School of Law  

Charles H. Rose III 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Ohio Northern University Claude W. Pettit College of Law  

Peter B. (“Bo”) Rutledge 
Dean and Talmadge Chair of Law 
University of Georgia School of Law  

Michael Sant’Ambrogio 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Michigan State University College of Law  

Leigh I. Saufley 
President and Dean 
University of Maine School of Law  

Katharine T. Schaffzin 
Dean and Professor of Law 
The University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law  

Michael P. Scharf 
Dean and Joseph C. Hostetler—BakerHostetler 
Professor of Law 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law  

Michael Hunter Schwartz 
Dean and Professor of Law 
McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific  

Sean M. Scott 
President and Dean 
California Western School of Law  

Jamelle Sharpe 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Guy Raymond Jones Faculty Scholar 
University of Illinois College of Law  

Michael A. Simons 
Dean and John V. Brennan Professor of Law and Ethics 
St. John’s University School of Law  

Frederick G. Slabach 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Mississippi School of Law  

Patricia Timmons-Goodson 
Dean 
North Carolina Central University School of Law  

Daniel P. Tokaji 
Fred W. and Vi Miller Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Wisconsin Law School  
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Franita Tolson 
Interim Dean and George T. and Harriet E. Pfleger Chair in Law 
University of Southern California Gould School of Law  

William M. Treanor 
Dean and Executive Vice President, Professor of Law, and 
Paul Regis Dean Leadership Chair 
Georgetown University Law Center  

Reynaldo Anaya Valencia 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Capital University Law School  

Anthony E. Varona 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Seattle University School of Law  

Kevin K. Washburn 
N. William Hines Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Iowa College of Law  

Michael E. Waterstone 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of California, Los Angeles 
School of Law  

Ronald Weich 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Baltimore School of Law  

David Yellen 
Dean and M. Minnette Massey Professor of Law 
University of Miami School of Law  

Rebecca E. Zietlow 
Interim Dean, Distinguished University Professor, and Charles 
W. Fornoff Professor of Law and Values 
The University of Toledo College of Law   
 
  

 


