@ongress of the United States
Washington, B 20515

February 29, 2024

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Secretary
2707 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas,

We write to reiterate the letter we sent you on September 22, 2022, regarding concerns about a U.S.
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) intelligence report received by U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) that instructed agents to look for violent criminals from Venezuela among the migrant
caravans heading towards the U.S.-Mexico border. Not only have you failed to respond to our letter from
over a year ago, but you have also failed to effectively secure our homeland and prevent violent criminal
illegal aliens from infiltrating our communities and inflicting harm on our citizens. Specifically, the recent
wave of violent crimes being carried out across America by Venezuelan nationals poses an emerging
threat to the American people.

As you know, in September 2022, the Venezuelan regime, under the control of Nicolas Maduro Moros,
was reportedly releasing violent prisoners early, including inmates convicted of “murder, rape, and
extortion,” and pushing them to join caravans heading to the United States.! Since then, we have seen the
tragic consequences of allowing Venezuelan nationals into the interior of the United States.

Most recently, the country mourned the brutal murder of 22-year-old Laken Riley, a nursing student at the
University of Georgia, who was attacked while on a run by a Venezuelan national who was paroled into
the U.S. in September 2022 after entering illegally and had been arrested at least once before.? The same
day, Virginia authorities arrested a 32-year-old Venezuelan national in connection with sexual assault
against a 14-year-old female, who had been previously detained and released by U.S. authorities after
entering illegally in September 2023. Both of these vicious attacks were completely preventable, if not
for your disastrous border policies.

Our country is also facing the effects of Venezuelan gangs, posing as asylum seckers, who are turning our
cities into war zones. Specifically, the Venezuelan Tren de Aragua gang, known for torturing victims, has
established its presence in New York City.* This Venezuelan robbery gang recruits its new members from
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migrant shelters and off migrant busses, where they have committed more than 60 robberies in New York
City, including the aggravated robbery of a woman in her 60s, who was dragged down the sidewalk and
slammed into a pole, sustaining injuries.” The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) fears as the
Venezuelan gang expands its strength, it may team up with the infamous MS-13 international criminal
gang, which is known to form alliances with other criminal groups.® Should this happen, we fear the
additional consequences innocent Americans will face.

While in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020, during President Donald J. Trump’s final year of his first term, just
4,520 Venezuelans were encountered by CBP at America’s borders, this number grew significantly upon
President Joe Biden taking office.” Following his inauguration, the number of Venezuelans encountered at
our borders surged to 50,499 in FY 2021, 189,520 in FY 2022, and 334,914 in FY 2023.% Unfortunately,
it is unknown how many Venezuelan prisoners and criminals have been released into the interior of the
U.S. during the Biden Administration’s tenure, as identifying Venezuelans with criminal records is nearly
impossible unless the individual admits their records to U.S. authorities.’

Despite over half a million Venezuelans having entered the U.S. illegally, reports indicate that Venezuela
is refusing to cooperate with deportation requests after President Biden reimposed some of the economic
sanctions it had previously lifted on Venezuela.!? If Venezuela does not want these Venezuelans back, it
is common sense that we do not want them here.

[n addition to answering the questions in our September 2022 letter that were never addressed, we urge
you {o prevent Venezuelans from entering our interior and immediately deport those you have released
pending immigration proceedings. We cannot continue to apologize to families for the tragic
consequences of your disastrous border policies without action. Therefore, we encourage you to initiate a
moratorium on all Venezuelan migration until they agree to cooperate with deportation requests.

Thank you for your attention to this serious matter. We look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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