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TOPIC: Family of the late Elijah Muhammad, the 3 I year old man who died on Sunday
July 10. uhile in custody in a Rikers Islandjail to speak out regarding the filing ofa 25 million
dollar Notice olClaim lbr damages for wronglul death against the Citl,of New York.

DATE: Mor,day, July 18,2022

TIME: 2:00PM

PLACE: Law offices of Rubenstein & Rynecki
I 6 Court Street, Suite I 7l 7
Bro< klyn, NY 11241

PRESENT: Attolney Sanlbrd Rubenstein. lamily members ol the late Elijah Muhammad.

ATTORNEY SANFORD RUBENSTEIN STATES: "Incarceration ar a Rikers Island Jait
should not be a death senrence. The family of Elijah Muhammad will fully cooperate with the
investigation of his wrongful death by the New York city Depa(ment of Investigation. A Notice
of Claim for 25 million dollars in damages for wrongful death (copy attached) was filed on
Friday July 15,2022.



NOTICE OF CLAIM ,:'-:'.'',

::;;- - In the Matter of the Claim of .: . . - 
I

.. ii , f EANEff E BECK-HARRELL, as Proposed Administrator of the Estate of ELIJAH
MpHAN{MAD, and on behalf of his infant children ELIJAH MUHAMMAD JR., OLIVIANA,.

JTJSTICE HOWE, VINTAGE POLITE and VENUS POLITE,
agalnst

THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

TO: COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK and THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned claimants hereby make claim and demand
against the City of New York and the City of New York Department of Correction, as follows:

l. The name and post office address of each claimant and claimant's attorney is:
RUBENSTEIN & RYNECKI, ESQS. JEANETTE BECK-HARRELL
16 Court St., Ste. l7l7 213 Greene Avenue, Apt. 3F
Brooklyn, New York I I 24 I Brooklyn, New York I I 23 8

2. The nature of the claim: Action to recover for wrongful death, pre-death pain and

suffering and conscious pain and suffering, intentional infliction of emotional distress, negligent
infliction of emotional distress, negligent hiring, negligent training, negligent supervision, including
failure to adequately discipline, negligent retention and hiring, interference with the familial
relationship; loss of services, society and companionship.

3. The time when, the place where and the manner in which the claim arose: On or about
luly 10,2022, Sunday, at the premises known as Rikers Island, more specifically the George R.
Vierno Center (GRVC), Iocated at 09-09 Hazen Street, in the County of Bronx, City and State of
New York, a facility owned and operated by the Respondents THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE
CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENl'OF CORRECTION, decedent ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, an

inmate at said facility, died as a result ofnegligent supervision and security at the aforesaid location.
It is alleged that the decedent, ELIJAFI MUHAMMAD, an inmate who required mental health care,
had been placed in solitary confinement for a period of approximately 32 hours, against proper New
York City Department of Correction protocols, without a bed or access to medical care that upon
information and belief contributed to his death. This period of time far exceeds the New York City
Department of Correction guideline of 6 hours in solitary confinement in such situations.
Additionally, upon information and beliet, in the hours before he died Respondents' employees,

Correction Officers, sarv that decedent appeared to be disoriented and barely able to walk and that he

needed medical attention. However, decedent was Ieft to die in his celland remained deceased in his

cell for a length of time that his body began to show signs ofrigor mortis. Further, decedent may

have died due to an overdose ofa narcotic that upon information and belief may have been illegally
transported on Riker's Island by employees of the Respondents THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE
CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION. Decedent and his cell were not
properly monitored by Conection Officers and the Respondents failed to follow all proper protocols

and guidelines. Decedent's death was a direct result ofthe active and passive negligence, carelessness

and recklessness of the Respondents THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION in the supervision, security and control of the decedent as well as



their supervision ofthe other inmates at the George R. Vierno Center. It is alleged that Respondents
failed to provide timely and adequate medical attention to the decedent. Additionally, the
Respondents lailed to provide proper safety and security to the decedent and inrnates at the George R.
Vierno Center. The Respondents had notice and knowledge ofthe inherent dangerous condition then
and there existing at the aforementioned location as well as the inability ofRespondents to properly
supervise the inmates, more particularly, the decedent herein. It is alleged that the Respondents'
correction officers engaged in a conspiracy to cover up their conduct. It is further alleged that there
is a current investigation into this incident by the Respondents' Department of Investigations. The
Respondents were negligent in the ownership, operation, supervision, and control of the premises
known as the Ceorge R. Viemo Center, negligent in the supervision, control and protection of the
inmates thereat, including the decedent herein. The Respondents were further negligent in the hiring
and training ofinept and incompetent personnel and/or conection officers and/or other staffwho failed
to protect and supervise decedent in light ofknown dangerous conditions.

The Respondents THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTION failed to provide enough personnel and/or correction officers who could properly
supewise, monitor and control all of the inmates at the time of the incident. The injuries sustained by
the decedent occurred as a direct result ofthe Respondents' negligence in the supervision, control
and protection of the inmates, including the decedent herein. The Respondents, their agents, servants
and employees, failed to protect and supervise the decedent. Said Respondents were negligent,
reckless and careless in failing to maintain said premises; in improperly maintaining said premises;
in failing to prevent the aforesaid incident; in failing to monitor the activities on said premises; in
failing to monitor the activities of people on said premises; in failing to have properly trained
personnel; in negligently hiring personnel; in failing Io properly screen personnel; in retaining
improper personnel; in failing to properly supervise the inmates; and in generally being negligent,
reckless and careless in the ownership, operation, management, maintenance and control of the
premises, personnel, corrections officers identified herein.

4, The items of damage or injuries claimed are: (include dollar amounts) Severe physical
injuries and pain and suffering leading to death; wrongful death; pain and suffering; conscious pain and

suffering; pre-death pain and suffering; emotional and psychological distress and the horror decedent
ELIJAH MUHAMMAD suffered leading up to and during the attack described aforesaid; loss of future

eamings; loss olsupport; pecuniary loss; interlerence with the lamilial relationship; loss ofservices,
society and companionship of the infant children ELIJAH MUHAMMAD JR., OLIVIANA JUSTICE
HOWE, VINTAGE POLITE and VENUS POLITE., Damages are also claimed for punitive damages

and attomeys fees. Due to the actions and/or negligence ofthe Respondents as aforesaid, the claimants

have been damaged by reason of the aforesaid and claimants have been damaged in the sum of
TWENTY FIVE MILLION DOLLARS ($25,000,000.00). Claimant alleges compliance where

applicable with all actual notice ofthe statutes ofthe City ofNew York.

TOTAL AMqU



The undersigned claimant(s) therefore present(s) this claim for adjustrnent and payment, You are hereby notified
that unless it is adjusted and paid within the time provided by law from the date of presentation to you, the
c lairnant intcnds to cotnnr an action on this claim.

Dated: July l5,

SANF STEIN, ESQ.
RUBENSTEIN & RYNECKI, ESQS.
16 Court St., Ste. l7l7
Brooklyn, New York I I 241
(7 r 8) s22- r 020

ATTORNEY'S VERIFICATION BY AFFIRMATION

SANFORD A. RUBENSTEIN, ESQ., an atlorney duly admined to practice before the Courts of the
State ofNew York, affinns the following to be true under the penalties of perjury:

I am a partner at RUBENSTEIN & RYNECKI, ESQS., attorneys of record for the claimant(s) herein

I have read the annexed

NOTICE OF CLAIM

and know the contents thereof, and the same are true to my knowledge, except those matters therein which are

stated to be alleged upon infomration and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. My belief,

as to those matters therein not stated upon knorvledge, is based upon facts, records, and other pertinent

information contained in my files. The reason I rnake the foregoing affirmation instead of the claimant is

because claimant is not presently in the county wherein the proposed afiorneys for the claimant maintain their

offices.

Dated: BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
lrly | 5,2022

SANFORD A. RUBENSTEIN, ESQ

In the Matter of the Claim of
JEANETTE BECK-HARRELL, as Proposed Administrator of the Estate of ELIJAH

MUHAMMAD, and on behalf of his infant children ELIJAH MUHAMMAD JR., OLIVIANA
JUSTICE HOWE, VINTAGE POLITE ANd VENUS POLITE,

against

THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

NOTICE OF CLAIM AGAINST
THE CITY OF NEW YORK & THE CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF

CORRECTION

RUBENSTEIN & RYNECKI, ESQS.

Attorneys for the Claimant
l6 Court St., Ste. l717

Brooklyn, New York I I 241

(71 8) s22- I 020
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BY ELLEN MOYNIHAN
AND LEONARD GREENE

NEWYORK OAILY NEWS

Rikers Lsland inmate Eliiah
Muharnoad was jallcd iast
month on Esauft charc€s after
coF said he slugged a Erookb,n
merd|ant in iorlt of potice and
€sistad arrcat

: For that, his frmib salq he \+as' sentenced to death.
Iud qrcd(s alter hk aftd- Mu,

hanuDa4 3l , dird torn a &to€ded
dng ovrrdose folowing wl;t nD-
portets said was ah unusualy long
strnt in solitary confinement

Althc{fCh 8 correction oftcs
\trzs fiI€d olt,. the irynafe,s deatlL
Muharunad s oigry hrn&, savs
the disciplinary adion isnt €nou8h
to €ase theL peh - q addrE6s
the goblem at Rik6g wh€re 10
detahees, including Muhar na4
have dEady died thjs year.

"I feel devartated;' Muharn-
rnad's at[4 Anna willjams, told
the Daib, News. "I'm dev-astated
because I feel like Elijah ne,ver eot
the help he needed ard I do;'r
\rant this to happen to ahyone else.
Thatt wtry our h.rnib is sprakiig
out"

Muhamrnad's hmib mernbers
wcle &nong a group of supporters
u'ho rallied at City Ha! on Thurs-
d8y to dqnsnd an end to solita$
confinement at RfteIs

Eleded lelders aJd olher New
YorkeG with inc$cerated familv
membes urged the City Council ti
e'ld the contsovrGial plmistlmefit
afrer yeaE of saling and ensrle
that aI detainees have access to
medical cal! and other cfical
rsvices

The fu&fortd c{n abo{rt Mu-
hsnmad's d€8th when th€lr calne
to npport him for a sdEdul€d
court sppearanc! in &ookl!/rr
lnde5d of being able m catch a
dimpse of Muhammad in the
coultroon\ (hey wEle inlomed bv
hie lat+w thd he hed dtun

The lawtrer then told Wliams
ard h€r huSond that the iudge
wshed to 6peak with th6n and
ofiet his condolences

"Elijalf he *as a vtrll kind soul
wiliarns said "E!rn the iudre on
Monday where he was gofu to
coun sai4 We hlow Eliiah herE
and he does not des;ve whai
happened to hirrl' For the iudge in
court to saJ, that about someone ... "
w,rlianls said befoie u.ailine ofi

After the initial stroci court
o6cers brmd a quie ryot ior Mu- .
harnnad:s hrnily.

"Thry gara us a room for mv
husband and I to cather outseh;

1
s<+,

a

dll€t inrnates wlte taken to a
hocpital after gelting sick fiom
the same dnrg, the soures said_
Oveldoses have eiked h the
ciE jails, despire a &op in irvnate
visib - s.rg61ing lh€ iails ha!€ a
decprooted cont-aband pmblem.

ln the days befoe he died. Mu-
hsrrunad e€r rndrthan g2 hous
in isoladoi befote beir8 retuned to
a l%ular c€[, an appaE rtvio]ation
of depaftn€nt rules agaiDsl holdine
daainees in so,ca.lled deescalatioi
unib for morE thsr six hous al a
time, said Ore hmiVs lawrtt San-
ford Rubensieiir

The famil!' plair to file 6 notice
ofclaim in anticipation ofa las,slit
againd the city.

Muhammad's hmily have manv
quesions, hn chi€f amone than is
"Hov/?"

"Ho$/ could this happen? That
sras rl[, quGtion lor the lawvet
Ho*, could sornerhiru like ihis
happen? ' 6aid w-rliafirs.

"hcaceration at Rike6 dDuld
not be a death 6ent€nce: Rubcn.
steh said "4ry omcer thd. plErd
ary part h this death chlJv slDuld
be t minat€d but in addition to the

\
I

T

f

because sre wtrc ovErs,helrned
wllliaIns6aid

. She said arother hmifu rn rn-
bcr scfuEXV received a visit hom
a ConEction D@6rhent official
tr.rt they received no inlormation
8il,ro abc{rt the circLEndanc€s of
Mulumrnadb death,

He had been in Rikqs for baElv
a nion lL

"He called tts a.ll the tilne: wl-
liarrls said 'Tle djd say to us that
he \r."s Eand€rred to lhree difreEnt
iailr 8nd he did tell me that th6,
came in his cell and he was asauli-
ed He said he had a head inirEv.
The noc time r,ve ryoke to him he
had b€tn trand€!.red Several dals
afttr lha they took him for x-rarl
That ca&s our lsd conv€rsatiorL ,

W.tliarus ssid Muhamrnad had
beefl sssaulted by conectioh oft-
cels who used ma.a

MulDEurrad \ras f6md urlrB.
+orrsitr irEide the islahd s Georpe
R Memo Cenlar abolrt 9.45 D.;
oh Sunday.

Ardhodties beliew the victinl
a r8tive oI l(El!rd$r, ovErd6e4
p6ibu on feotan!4 soures wiih
lctowledge of the c.se said. Ih,D

termination they should be held ac-
countable criminally as well,

A Crfiection Department reFe-
sentative did not irrunediately repb,
to a rcquest lor cotrunertt

"lt is heaflbr€.kir,g when
6omeone dies u4 le in qrstodv. Wb
bsat evtrlideath with the u;o{
seriou.oe$ and underdand thx
it is ou.r rnatrdate to keap ev6Jr
person entsusted to c{.E care safe:
Correction Commissioner touis
Motina said.

The momtirg death tol and
cluonic o,sfttrlction d the iail corn.
plex has qarked tEgent ;lb for a
federal coud takeovEr that vould
wresr authority fiom Civ llalt

W'rliarns said 0E hrrlih, is await-
EB an autop6y rrpo( Me3nwhile.
she said strc tries to tem€hb€r
Muharunad in bettetr dar6, She de_
sqibed him as an arti* iho made
mon€y doiDg tattoc.

Muha.rnmad ne!€r gd oier hjs
own mothet's de5th W' liams said

"Ihey had qlch a clce relation_
ship. That was the ]lason he had so
much touble in his ry wlliarns
said. "He s€lf-medicatEd. like anv_
body OEt w-ds in pai[, "
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Rifters Officer Fired After Lotest New Yorh City Jail Deat
Elijah Muhammad, 31, had been held in the George R Viemo Center for a month bef O::11''1'";*i .
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By Chabb Ro.. Ma.dB ar{ J.n Rlnlom
)ur ll,2o22

A 3l-year-old man died on Sunday in a Rikers Islandjail, prompting the immediate firing of a correction officer involved in the
incident, city officials said on Monday.

The man, Elijah Muhammad, had been held at the complex sincc June on an assault charge, records show. Details ot what ldto his
death - he was the loth person to die this year after being helC in city jail custody - u/ere not imrnediately available.

But in a statement, the Correction Department commissioner, Louis A. Molina, said an initial review of the case revealed the need
for "immediate action against the staff involved," including the officer who was fired.

"We treat every death with the utmost seriousness and understand that it is our mandate to keep every person entrusted to our care

safe," Mr. Molina said, adding that the agency has referred the case to the city's Department of Investigation for a possible crimina.l

Mr. Molina did not elaborate on the reasons for the correction officer's dismi..a, Uut a p".ron furn-ili- with the incident said that the
officer had not done hisjob properly, adding that the department was looking into whether the officer failed to intervene when Mr.
Muhammad was in the throes of a suspected drug overdose, among other things.

It is rare for the agency to fire a correction officer so soon aJter a detainee's death; fatal incidents have become a regular occurrence

over the past two years in a jail complex awash in chaos and disorder. But the person with knowledge of the termination said that
the fired employee was still on probation after having been hired recently and was not yet entitled to the same protections given

tenured members of the city correction officers'union. The person spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized

to discuss the case.

The death, and the swift disciplinary action that stemmed from it, came as city officials were resisting calls for a federal court
takeover of the Rikers Island complex, where an inability to staff thejails during the coronavirus pandemic ha^s left tang members

in control oI some housing areas and forced some detainees to go without food or basic hea.lth care.

The specter of a federal takeover has hung over Rikers Island since April, when the U.S. attorney in Manhattan raised the prospect

of appointing an independent overseer for some or all of the city's jail system. At a hearing soon afte4, a federal judge reviewed a

plan prepared by the Correction Department for reducing violence at the complex and ordered the department to revise it.

Mr. Molin4 appointed by Mayor Eric Adams in January, raised concerns among prisoner rights advocates earlier this year when he

fired the Correction Department's top internal investigator after asking her to quickly resolve a backlog of disciplinary cases against

correction staff members.

A thicket of rules usually males firing correction officers difficult.

Officers brought up for disciptine have a right to have their cases heard before an administrative judge, and the officer can appeal

the decision after their case is decided.

Often it can take years for the department to resolve even the most egregtous cases of officer misconduct and negligence, and the

resolution do€s not always end in an officer's firing. In 2019, when officers stood by as a young man attempted to hang himself in a

cell for seven minutes, the worst punishment any of them faced was suspension.

Mr. Muhammad's death was only the latest to occur in what is shaping up to b€ another deadly year in the New York City jait

system.

Last month, a week after a federal judge forestalled a federal ta.keover of Rikers, three detainees died in three days'

Antonio Bradley, 28, died on June 18, three days after he was granted compassionate release to Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx'

Department of Corection officials said. Mr. Bradley, who had been held in a mental observation unit on Rikers' used his sweater to

hang himself in a courthouse cell following a hearing in Bronx criminal court' A person lamiliar with his death said he had been

hanling for several minutes before jail officers noticed him and that, by then, he was braindead'

revlew.
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Two days later, Aniba.l Carrasquillo, 39, died at the ceorge R. Vierno Center, officials
people with knowtedge of the matter said at the time. Hours before he died, Mr. Carn @
ignored him, detainees told staff at the Board of Correction, a jail oversight panel. Th
medical technicians administered CPR and Narcan, according to a pr€liminarydeatt 

O
The following day, Alben Drye, 52, died at the Bellewe Prison Hospital Ward, accorc
representing him. The cause of his death is still unknown. He was sent to the hospita
condition worsened daily, according to the Correction Board's death report.

Even so, the board reported, nojail staff member noted that he was severely ill.
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Report: Man was dead in Rikers
lsland cell, and rigor mortis was
setting in before anyone noticed

New York Gov Will Cover The Cost To

lnstall Solar If You Live Here

TheGrio Staff
Wed. July 13,2022 at 1:59 PM 3 min read

One rookie corrections officer has been fired in connection

with the death and several others reportedly have been

suspended.

A New York inmate died Sunday in a Rikers lsland jail cell,

and his body had already begun to show signs of rigor

mortis by the time he was discovered.

According to the New York Times, Elijah Muhammad, 31,

appeared to have suffered from a drug overdose. lt is not

clear how long he lay dead in his cell, but rigor mortis

begins to set in at least two hours after death.
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Harvard Law instructor says
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afl inmate dred Sunday in a jarl (ell. His body had atready begun to show signs of
rigor mortis by rhe time ir was dis.overed. (photo: Spencer phtt/c€tty tmages)

Muhammad had been held at the George R. Vierno Center,

a high-security iail on Rikers lsland, since June after being

arrested on an assault charge.

A rookie corrections officer has been fired in connection

with the incident, and several other officers have been

suspended, according to the Times'sources.

Over the past two years, slashings, stabbings and drug

overdoses at the massive prison have been on the rise

despite repeated pledges to enact reforms. ln addition to

the violence, some detainees have gone without food or

medical care. The jail is also understaffed, and guards

reportedly struggle to keep order

Jan Ranrom O
@lan_Ransonr Follow

BREAKING !: Elijah Muhammed/ Muhammad
was found unresponsive in his cell by an officer
Rikers lsland at 9:46 pm on Sunday. He was
pronounced dead at a local hospital. He is the
TENTH person to die after being held at thejail
9:08 AM iul 11, 2022

Read the full conveEation on Twitter

(2 73K Q neply .l share

Rc.d 53 r.pli.j

At a Tuesday meeting of the New York City Board of

Correction, Correction Department Commissioner Louis A.

Molina said the conditions at the prison are the result of "a

generation" of mismanagement. "l'm doing everything in

my power everyday as a person of color to reform what

this administration has inherited," he said, per the Times.

The maiority of those who work or are housed on Rikers

lsland are Black or Hispanic.
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The majority of those who work or are housed on Rikers

lsland are Black or Hispanic.

Muhammad - the loth person to die in the prison this

year - had been receiving mental health treatment, the

Times reported. Just days before his death, he reportedly

had been in isolation for more than 32 hours even though

Secoid lnnEte who cs(ap€d Rhrcr Clty

Cofie<tlonal rec.ptur€d
WCPO. Cin(rnnali 5(ripps

#1 Hsarl Transplant C€ntar in
North€astNew York Gov Will Cover The Cost To lnstall
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Raleigh Ner$ and Ob6erver

NC police say armed Texas suspeds may be going to
virginia after waffle House robbery
The man and two wonren travelng wrlh him are wanted for
sinlrlar cnmes rn Loursrana.
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Story contlnues
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my power everyday as a person of color to reform what

this administration has inherited," he said, per the Times.
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A de-escalation units for more than six hours.

The Times noted that even when visitation at the prison

was paused due to the coronavirus pandemic, illicit drugs

were seized at a higher rate than the year before,

suggesting that Correction Department staffers were

involved in their smuggling.

"The loneliest place one can die is prison," Correction

Board chairman Julio Medina told meeting attendees

Tuesday. "l hope that we don't just take these deaths as,

'This is the norm if you go to Rikers lsland.'We should all

be horrified."

fhecrio is FREE on your TV via Apple fU Amazon Fire,

Roku and Androld ru Abo, please download thegrio
mobile apps today!

The post Report: Man was dead in Rikers lsland cell, and

rigor mortis was setting in before anyone noticed

appeared first on TheGrio.
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Seven people have died on Rikers lsland of drug overdoses

since 2021. On Tuesday, the Board of Correction noted that

some had died after overdosing on synthetic marijuana,

fentanyl, heroin, PCP or some combination of those drugs

in the past '18 months.
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