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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

IN THE COURT CF COVMON PLEAS
STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA
COUNTY OF HAMPTON

RENEE S. BEACH, as PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE ESTATE OF NMALLORY BEACH,

Pl aintiff,

VS. Cl VI L ACTI ON NUMBER
2019- CP- 25- 00111

GREGORY M PARKER, INC., a/k/a PARKER S
CORPORATI ON d/ b/ a PARKER S 55, RI CHARD ALEXANDER
MJURDAUGH, and RI CHARD ALEXANDER MURDAUGH, JR.,

Def endant s.

The deposition of CONNOR M COOK, a
wi tness in the above-entitled cause, taken
pursuant to Notice and agreenent, before Amanda
Bowen, Stenographic Reporter and Notary Publi c,
at Goodi ng and Goodi ng, PA, 265 Barnwel |
H ghway, All endale, South Carolina, on the 13th
day of January 2020, commenci ng at or about the

hour of 11:55 a.m

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

APPEARANCES of COUNSEL:

FOR THE PLAI NTI FF:

FOR THE DEFENDANTS - GREGORY M PARKER, | NC.,
d/ b/ a PARKER S CORPCRATI ON d/ b/ a PARKER S 55:

MARK B. TI NSLEY, ESQUI RE

Goodi ng and Goodi ng, PA

Post OFfice Box 1000

265 Barnwel | Hi ghway

Al l endal e, South Carolina 29810
803. 584. 7676

mar k@oodi ngandgoodi ng. com

AND

ROBERTS "TABOR' VAUX, JR , ESQUI RE
Vaux Marscher Berglind, PA

1251 May Ri ver Road

PO Box 769

Bl uf fton, South Carolina 29910

843. 757. 2888

t abor . vaux@nbl awfi rm com

E. MTCHELL GRI FFI TH, ESQUI RE
Giffith, Freeman & Liipfert, LLC
Post O fice Drawer 570

600 Monson Street

Beaufort, South Carolina 29902
843. 521. 4242
mgriffith@riffithfreenman.com

FOR THE DEFENDANTS - RI CHARD ALEXANDER
MURDAUGH AND RI CHARD ALEXANDER
MURDAUGH, JR. :

(Cr

AMY F. BOWNER, ESQUI RE
Haynswort h, Si nkler & Boyd, PA
134 Meeting Street

Fl oor 3 (29401)

Post O fice Box 340

Char | eston, South Carolina 29402
843. 720. 4475

abower @isbl awfi rm com
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

1 APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL (conti nued):
2
PERSONAL ATTORNEY FOR RI CHARD ALEXANDER
3 MURDAUGH and RI CHARD ALEXANDER MURDAUGH, JR.:
4 DANI EL E. HENDERSON, ESQUI RE
Pet ers, Miurdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth &
5 Detrick, PA
690 North Green Street
6 Ri dgel and, South Carolina 29936
843. 726. 6131
7 dhender son@nped. com
8
FOR PAUL MURDAUGH (in crimnal case):
9
JAMES M GRI FFI N, ESQUI RE
10 Giffin & Davis, LLC
4408 Forest Drive
11 Suite 300
Col umbi a, South Carolina 29206
12 803. 744. 0800
jariffin@riffindavislaw com
13
14 FOR ANTHONY K. COOK (wi t ness):
15 PATRI CK W CARR, ESQUI RE
Berry & Carr, PC
16 1 Corpus Christi Place
Suite 113
17 Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29928
843. 686. 5432
18 patrick@iltonheadl awyers. com
19 FOR CONNOR M COCK:
20 JOSEPH M McCULLOCH, JR., ESQUI RE
McCul | och & Schil | aci
21 1116 Bl andi ng Street
Post Box 11623 (29211)
22 Col unmbi a, South Carolina 29201
803. 779. 0005
23 joe@ccul | ochl aw. com
24
25
COASTAL COURT REPORTI N VI DEO SERVI CES
POST OFFI CE BOX 7349 HI LTON HEAD, SOUTH CAROLI NA 29938
H LTON HEAD - BEAUFORT - SAVANNAH
843-785-7739 - FAX  843-785-5837
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

ALSO PRESENT:

Bl ake L. Greco, Esquire (General counsel
for Parker's)

Patrick W Carr (Counsel for Anthony
K. Cook)

Beverly Cook (Mther of w tness)

| NDE X
PAGE
OPENI NG REMARKS AND STI PULATI ONS ----------- 5
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON:
By M. Giffith —----commmmmoaooa o 5
CERTI FI CATE - - - - - - mmmmmmmmmmmmeme e oo 139
ERRATA = - == - - mmmmmmmmmmmemo oo 140- 142

(NO EXHI BI TS)

(Cr

COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



© 00 N O O A W N PP

[HEN
o

RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 5

CONNOR M COCK,
havi ng been produced and first duly sworn as a
W tness, testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR GRI FFI TH:

Q M. Cook, ny name is Mtch Giffith,
and we net just briefly before we started. [|'m
here to take your deposition today and basically
what that isis I'mtrying to find out
i nformati on about you, about a little

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R
O D W N P O © 0N O O M W N B

background, and the incident that occurred back
In February of last year. |f you don't
understand ny question, stop ne and |'I| be
happy to repeat it. GCkay?

A Yes, sir.

Q And | need you for all ny questions to
give a verbal response such as yes or no as
opposed to a nod of the head or uh-huh or
huh-uh. Ckay?

A Yes, sir.

Q I f you do say uh-huh or huh-uh, | may
correct you. I'mnot trying to be rude. |'m

trying to make sure we got a correct answer -- a

good answer on the record. Ckay?

That woul d be one tine you need to say

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

yes or no.

A Yes, sir.

Q And again, I'mnot going to -- | may
correct you, but I'"'mnot trying to be rude about
it. The other thing is I'mnot sure how |l ong we
will be here. | don't anticipate being too
terribly long, but if you need to take a break,
just let me know. |'m happy to take a break for
you. |If we do take a break though, during the
break | ask that you not to talk to anybody
about this case especially your |awer because
that may be a partial waiver of the
attorney/client privilege and I can ask you what
t hat conversation is. Okay?

A Yes, sir.

Q | s there any reason you don't think you
can give a deposition today?

A No, sir.

Q Are you on any drugs, nedications,
anyt hi ng that woul d keep you from giving clear
responses?

A No, sir.

Q And the other thing is sone of ny
qguestions may not be the best, if you don't

understand, ask ne to repeat it. Ckay?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

A Yes, sir.
Q The other thing let nme finish ny
question because we'll make sure the court

reporter has a full question before she gives --

before you give an answer and I'Il allow to give
your full answer. If | interrupt you, I'll stop

and try to correct nyself. Okay?

A Yes, sir.

Q First off all, tell me your full nane.
A Connor Martin Cook.

Q And M. Cook, how old are you?

A Twenty.

Q And what is your date of birth?

A 3/ 15/ 99.

Q Al right. And on February 24th, 2019,

| ast year, how old were you?
Twenty -- no, |'d be 19.
Ckay.

Sorry.

> O >

Q The reason | paused because ny nmath
Isn'"t that good, but | thought that doesn't
sound right. GCkay?

A Yes, sir.

Q So you were 19 at the tine of this
I nci dent ?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

A Yes, sSir.

Q And if you would, give ne your soci al

security nunmber and |I'mgoing to ask the court

reporter to place the last four digits on the

record. Ckay?
A You need the whole thing? | don't have
It nmenorized.

st

Q Yes, sir.
A Can | get it out?
Q Yes, sSir.

MR MCULLOCH. Us old fol ks have
ours nenori zed.
MS. HENDERSON: You coul dn't do
anything without it.
THE W TNESS: XXX- XX-6021.
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
Q All right. And last the four are 6021;

hat correct?
A Yes, sSir.

Q Where do you currently live?

A 1104 Luray H ghway,

Car ol i na.

(Cr

Hanpt on, South

Q How | ong have you lived there?

A My entire life.

Q And you live with your parents?

COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

800-791-1100

www.coastalcourt.com
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 9
1 A Yes, Sir.
2 Q And what are their nanes?
3 A Marty and Chri sti ne.
4 Q And they're here today with you; is
5 that correct?
6 A Yes, sir.
7 Q Al right. Anybody else live there
8 Wi th you?
9 A My little brother.
10 Q And what's his nane?
11 A Caner on.
12 Q And how ol d is Caneron?
13 A | think he's 18.
14 Q Are you currently enpl oyed?
15 A Yes, sir.
16 Q Where do you work?
17 A J H Hers Construction out of
18 Wal t er bor o.
19 Q And what do you do for Hiers?
20 A Equi pnrent operat or.
21 Q And what type of equi pnent do you
22 oper at e?
23 A Dozer.
24 Q s that Jeff Hiers?
25 A Yes, sir.

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 10

Q And he's got an office in Beaufort; is
that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q How | ong have you been with Hiers?

A Al nost a year now.

Q Were were you enployed at the tine of
this incident in February?

A No, sir.

Q And little bit of background. Were
did you go to school ?

A Wade Hanpton, all through the Hanpton
District.

Q |"msorry?

A Through the Hanpton District, all the
school s i n Hanpt on.

Q But District 17

A Yes, sir.

Q And you graduated from Wade Hanpton?

A Yes, sir.

Q When was that?

A '17.

Q And what did you do after you graduated

-- fromthe time you graduated and went to work

for H ers?

A

(Cr

| worked for ny dad.

COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

Q
A

Q
A

houses,

Q

What does your dad do?
Constructi on.
What type of construction?

He's a general contractor. He builds

remodel s houses.

|s he -- when you say that, he does

residential work?

A

Q
A

Q
County?

O >» O » O >» O >» O >

>

Estill.
Q

Yes, sir.

No commercial work?

That's right.

And then does he do that w thin Hanpton

Yes, sir.

Al | endal e?

Yes, sir.

Col I eton County?

Yes, sir.

What's the nane of the conpany?
Littl e Construction Conpany.
Little like small, L-i-t-t-1-e?
Yes, sir.

What does your nom do?

She's retired fromthe prison in

What did she do there, to your

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 12

know edge?

A To nmy know edge, | don't know.

Q And how | ong has she been retired?

A A year, two years, sonething |like that.

Q Ckay. M. Cook, do you have a cel
phone nunber?

A Yes, sir.

Q | get you know that nunber --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- if you don't know your soci al
security?

A (803) 943-6740.

Q And who's your carrier?

A Li ke, Verizon?

Q Yes, sir?

A Verizon. Yes, sir.

MR TINSLEY: 942 or 37
THE W TNESS: 3.

BY MR GRIFFITH:

Q
A

Q

carrier?

A
Q

How | ong has that been your nunber?
It's al ways been.
And has Verizon al ways been your

Yes, sSir.

Do you have a Facebook page?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 13
A Yes, Sir.
Q And - -
A It is ny nanme, Connor Cook.
Q Does it have a nunber after it?
A No, sir.
Q Are you active posting?
A No, sir.
Q Did you post anything about this
i nci dent of February 2019 on it?
A No, sir.
Q You have a Snapchat or [|nstagram
account ?
A Yes, Sir.
Q Are they one now? This is where |I'm

showing ny age. Are they one in the sane?

O >» O >

What you nean?
| nst agram and Snapchat .
Are they what?

One in the sane or different? Do you

have an | nstagranf

> O >» O >

Yes.

Do you have Snapchat ?

Yes.

So they are separate accounts?
Ri ght .

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 14

Q That is what | thought.

MR TINSLEY: Your question's so
stupid he didn't understand.

MR GRIFFITH | told himwhen |
started | was going to have sone dunb
guesti ons.

MR. McCULLOCH  Yes, separate
apps.

THE W TNESS. Yeah, there you go.

BY MR GRI FFI TH:

And what is your Instagram name?

The user nane?

Yes, sSir.

Connor Cook 4.

And your Snapchat?

| think it's the same, Connor Cook 4.
Is there any significance to the Connor
Cook 4 or that was just the first nunber?

A It all cane fromwhen | was little. |

O > O >» O > O

was al ways into notocross racing and ny favorite
guy was nunber 4, so it always stuck with ne.

Q Gotcha. GCkay. And do you use those
account s?

A Yes, sSir.

Q Was there anything posted by you on the

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 15

ni ght of February 23rd through 24th, 2019?

A No, sir.

Q Not hing at all about this incident?

A No.

Q Not hi ng at all about being downtown in
Beauf ort ?

A | posted stuff that night, but after

the accident | did not post anything about what
had happened.

Q Al right. So you nmade posts the night
of the accident?

A Yes, sir. The night of there were
Snapchat s.

Q Bef ore the accident?

A Before, yes, sir.

Q And where do you recall those posts
bei ng made?

A Wen we first left the Murdaugh river
house of the sunset.

Q Al'l right. Anything el se?

A That's it.

Q You made no posts at the Wod' s or
Pauki e | sl and?

A No, sir, not that | renenber.

Q No posts downt own?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

A No, sir.

Q M. Cook, did you have anything to
drink on the night of February 23rd/24th, 20197

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. How |long have you been
drinking? Wen did you start drinking?

A | have to say when | was 15, 16, | had
ny first beer.

Q Ckay. And where did that occur?

A | have no idea. That's been a while
back.

Q So three or four years before this
I nci dent ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And what woul d be your frequency of
dri nki ng; once a week, twi ce a week, every
ni ght ?

A No, sir. |It's very rare. Only on

occasi ons.

16

Q Any particul ar occasions that you woul d

drink on?

A Parties, any type of party.

Q M. Cook, did you have a fake ID or, |
guess, a fraudul ent |D?

A Yes, sir.

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 17

Q Al right. And how | ong have you had
an IDlike that?

A | probably got it when | was 17 -- 16,
17.

Q kay. And when | say "fraudulent ID,"
one that you had nade for you or sonething |ike
that. D d you have a fraudulent ID or did you
have soneone else's |D?

A | had one made with ny nane and
pi cture.

Q And where did you get that nade?

A | have no clue. It was one of the
sites online. | got sonebody else and | just

gave them the noney and they gave ne the ID.

Q Did you have to give themyour picture
to send?

A Yes, sir and signature.

Q And how much did that cost you?

A | think it was 75 bucks. | think you
got three |Ds.

Q Different states or all South Carolina?

A It was all the sane. It was a Ceorgia

Q Do you still have that |D?
No, sir.

>

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



© 00 N o o~ W DN B

N N NN NNRP R P R R P P P P
g » W N P O © 00 N O U M W N BB O

RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 18

Q When did you get rid of it?

A After this.

Q Al three of thenf

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ever -- now | understand you

went into Luther's the night of this incident?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you use it to get into any bars
bef ore?

A Yes, sir.

Q And what bars or establishnments have
you been in before?

A Maybe at Cl enson at football ganmes and
| went to Colunbia a couple of tines.

Q Have you ever been denied --

A No, sir.

Q -- because of the |ID?

A No, sir.

Q | guess, the end of nmy question is have

you ever been deni ed entrance because sonebody
| ooked at that ID and said this isn't a good |D?
A No, sir.
Q When you say "going to Clenson,"” did
you go there a lot?

A | nmean, | went pretty nuch to every

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

game, but | went downtown every gane.
Q Sure. ay. But when you went, who
woul d you go with when you were up there?

A | was visiting ny girlfriend when she
was there.

Q And that woul d have been?

A Mley Atmn.

Q And she still in school up there?

A No, sir.

Q And is Mley a little bit older than
you?

A Yes, sir.

Q And when you went to Colunbia, who did
you go wth?

A Wth Mley visiting Mallory because she
was attendi ng USC up there.

Q You ever denied entrance into the bar
i n Col unbi a because the ID was not -- did not
appear to be real?

A Did | ever get denied in Colunbia?

Q Yes, sir.

A No, sir.

Q And you' ve never been denied entrance
using that |D?

A No, sir.

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com
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got together, who was in that group?
A Me, MIley, a couple of her friends.

can't remenber exactly who it was. | think it
was three other people -- four. | honestly
don't know how many it was or who all it was.

But I know Mley and | got our IDs at the sane
time at the sane pl ace.

Q So Mley had a fraudulent ID al so?

A Yes, sir.

Q And she had her picture and signature
on it?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you had seen that before?

A Yes, sir.

Q Knew she had it?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you-all have used it together
before --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- going to places and cl ubs?

A Yes, sir.

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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Q | s that the one you used on February
25 -- 24th 20197
A Yes, sir.
Q When you say you gave it to -- a group
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Q Had you ever used yours in Beaufort
bef or e?

A At downt own?

Q Anywher e.

A Only place | can renmenber it is at the
bar .

Q At Lut her's?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that's the only time or had you

been t here before?

A
Q

That's the only tine.
Now, you said you had three nmade; is

that correct?

A
Q

anynor e,

fake | D?
A

Q

Yes, sir.

And you do not have any of them
correct?

No, sir.

And the only other person you know t hat
it wwth was Mley --

Yes, sir.

-- correct?

Were you aware that Paul Mirdaugh had a

Yes, sir.

Have you ever seen that |D?
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A | knew he had Buster's I D, but | never

22

paid attention to the ID. He did tell ne he had

Buster's ID.
Q He told you he had Buster's |D?
A Yes, sir.
Q And when we say Buster, we're talking

A Hi s ol der brother.

Q Ri chard Al exander Murdaugh probably the

3rd by now, | think?

A Yes, sir.

Q Jr. I"'msorry. His brother?

A Yes, sir.

Q You knew it was Buster's, but you never
| aid eyes on it?

A Ri ght .
Q Have you been to any bars with him
bef ore?
A |"msure |'ve been to bars, but | never

went to a bar with him

Q This is the first tinme you' ve ever been

to a bar with Buster?
A Wth Paul you nean?
Q |"msorry. Paul. |'mconfused there.
A Yes, sir. W' ve been -- probably been
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I n bars together, but that is the only tine
going to the bar wwth him

Q And with him you nean Paul ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you knew that he had an ID -- you
knew he had an I D, correct?

A Yes.

Q However, you don't renenber ever going

to the bar with Paul before, correct?
A Ri ght.

Q Al right. Had you ever known Paul to

be deni ed an al cohol purchase before using that
| D?

A Not that | know of.

Q Had you ever known himto be turned
down for entrance at a bar before because of
t hat |1 D?
Not to ny know edge.
Do you know how | ong he had that |D?
No, sir.
How | ong have you known Paul ?

> O >» O >

used to hang out as kids.

|*ve known of Paul ny entire life. W

Q You-all pretty good friends |ast year?

A Yes, sir. | guess you could say so.
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Q You do a |l ot of things together?

A W did a lot of hunting together.

Q And where woul d you have gone when you
hunt ed?

A Al'l the property he had and they have a
big property that they live on out on Mselle.
We hunted out there a |ot.

Q At Mbsel | e?

A Yes, sir.

Q Wen you-all were in Mselle hunting,
was there ever al cohol provided to you?

A Yes, sir.

Q By who?

A VWll, it was just in the freezer.
Q Freezer?

A The deer cool er.

Q kay.

A The wal k-1 n cool er.

Q And what was provi ded?

A Normal Iy, it would be Natural Light.
Q So beer?

A Yeah, beer.

Q There was never any problemw th you
havi ng a beer?
A No, sir.
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Q Even t hough you were underage?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you ever counsel ed by anybody
about going out there and staying away from
their beer?

A What you nean "counsel "?

Q M. Murdaugh telling you don't be
drinking my beer?

A No, sir.

Q Didn't have it |ocked up or anything?

A No, sir.

Q What's your relationship to Anthony,
first cousin?

A First cousin.

Q So his father and your father are
br ot hers?

A Yes, sir.

Q Had you ever been to the island before
where -- where you-all went the night of the
23rd?

A The Miurdaugh Island or Paukie |sland?

Q "' mtal ki ng Murdaugh | sl and.

A | ve been there one tine before.

Q When | tal k about the island, we can
just call it the Murdaugh Island, that's the one
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we're referring to?
A Chechessee.
Q Chechessee. (Kkay.
You said you had been to Chechessee one
time before?

A Yes.

Q VWhat was the -- what was the reason for
t hat ?

A W were just hanging out. W went on

the boat. Went over to Rose |Island. Just
hangi ng out .
Q Wio were you there with that night?

A It was ne -- | don't think we stayed
that night. It was just during the day. It was
me, Paul, boy nanmed Nathan Tuten. It was MIey

and Morgan, and that was it.
Q And when you say Morgan, you're talking
about Mrgan Doughty? Am | saying that right?
A Yes, sir. \Which was Paul's girlfriend
at the tine.

Q Do you know how | ong Paul's been dating
her ?

A No, sir. | don't know. It's been a
whi | e.

Q Mley's your girlfriend?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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A

Q
dati ng?
A

sevent h

Yes, sir.
And how | ong have you and M| ey been

W first started nessing around in
grade and we been on and off since, so

t hink we've been serious steady for two, three

years now, but we've been on and off for a |long

tine.

> O >» O >» O >» O

Q

al cohol
A

Q
A
Q

Ckay.

Seven years.

M. Cook, have you ever been arrested?

No, sir.

Have you ever been ticketed before?

Like traffic tickets?

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir.

Have you ever received a ticket for an
viol ation before this night?

Yes, sir.

How many tines?

| believe once.

Tell nme the circunstances regarding

t hat al cohol violation?

A

doi ng?

Li ke, where | was and what we were

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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Q Were you were.

A W were at Mley's river house. W
| eft her river house, which is on Boyd' s Creek
and we were going to Cotton Island. A bunch of
us; nme, her brother, his girlfriend, her cousin.
It was a whol e bunch of us, and we were headed
over to Cotton |sland because the gane warden
st opped us because M| ey had her feet hangi ng

28

over the bow of the boat |ooking for jelly balls

and wote us all M Ps.
Q M nor in possession?
A M nor in possession of alcohol.
Q You said you were there? MIley was

t here.

A Mal | ory was there.

Q "' msorry. W0 was there?

A Mal | ory.

Q Mal | ory?

A Her cousin Marissa. | want to say her
brother. It was a whole bunch of us.

Q Was Paul there?

A No, sir. It was all her famly.

Q Do you know i f Paul ever received a

m nor in possession charge?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Wen was that?

A | don't know when.

Q Was it not on the sane day?

A No, sir. He's always had problens with
DNR from ny concern.

Q What do you nean "he's al ways had
problens with DNR'?

A Li ke, show ng out and getting pulled
over in the boat and stuff.

Q You' ve been with him --

A No, sir.

Q -- when he has been pulled over before?
A No, sir.

Q

Has he told you about the tines he's
been pul | ed over?

A And he told nme DNR doesn't |ike him and
| heard from other people -- certain DNR
anyway.

Q Did he give you any nanmes of any DNR

agent s?

A No, sir.

Q Tell you how many tines he been pull ed
over?

A No, sir.

Q Tell you where he's been pulled over?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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A Beaufort, mainly.
Q What happened to your mnor in
possessi on?
A | took the ABT class and got it
expunged. | think that is what it is. ABT;

isn'"t that right?

Q

Your | awyer says yes.
MR. McCULLOCH:. ADP OR AEP.
THE WTNESS: Whatever it is. One

t hose cl asses.
BY MR GRI FFI TH:

Q Ckay. Al right. And so you went
through that, did the public service and --

A Yes.

Q -- and got an expungenent order?

A Yes, sir.

Q kay. And you've only had one?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you get nore than one expunged?

A | don't know.

Q Okay. Have you ever used your |D that
you -- your fake ID at a Parker's store before?

A No, sir.

Q Have you ever tried to use it at a

Parker's store?
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A No, sir.

Q Any reason you hadn't?

A There's never a Parker's around
Hanpt on, so no, sir.

Q Were have you nmade purchases in
Hanpt on before?

A The Shell station for sure and | think
the Exxon in Hanpton. |'ve got it fromthere
before and that's all | can renenber.

Q Shel|l station; is that right there on
2787

A Yes, sir.
Q And Exxon is on 278 near the hospital ?
A The other one. That is the Varnville

one. The other one is in Hanpton.

Q Ckay.

A Passed Ben Hazel on the left.

Q Ckay. Wen you woul d nake those
pur chases, did you ever have your |ID checked?

A Yes, sir. It scanned. They just scan
it and give it back.

Q So they woul d have a scanner to check
it?

A Yes, sir.

Q And it cleared the scan?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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A Yes, sir.

Q And then the sale was nade to you,
correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was it -- were you told when you bought
it that it would be able to clear the scan?

A No, sir.

Q How did you find it out?

A Just tried it. And it scanned and then
| knew it was good enough to scan, | guess, but
no, sir, they didn't tell ne that it was
scannabl e.

Q And you -- again, you don't renenber
who you got it fronf

A No, sir.

Q Sonebody here in Hanpton or -- well,
actual | y sonmebody i n Hanpton?

A Li ke, sonebody made it in Hanpton?

Q No, sir. The group got together and
you-al |l paid sonebody in Hanpton?

A They had to wire the noney. | don't
know who exactly did it. But all | did was give
Ml ey the cash and she gave it to sonebody and |
got the ID.

Q There's been sone conversation that

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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Paul Mirdaugh may have had sone ot her accidents
that were al cohol involved. Are you aware of
t hat ?

A | heard runors and stuff.

Q Tell me about what you've heard.

A | heard that he wrecked his truck a few
ti mes because of al cohol, but | never w tnessed

It with ny own eyes.

Q Have you ever been with him--
A No, sir.
Q -- when he wecked his truck?
A No, sir.

Q Anyt hi ng el se you' ve heard about Paul
al cohol -rel ated with acci dents?

A No, sir.

Q Your fake ID, the picture you had, it
was your picture, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And it had your proper height and
wei ght on it, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you said you knew that Paul had an
-- or had Buster's license; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q You don't know how Paul cane by it; is
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that correct?
A No, sir.
Q Do you know if Paul's parents or

specifically his father knew he had his |icense?

A | have no i dea.

Q Did Paul ever nention to you that his
fat her knew?

A No, sir.

Q Had you ever been with Paul when he was

drinking and his parents were there?

A Yes, sir.

Q And where was that?

A At their place in Mdselle or on the
boat out on the sandbar.

Q And Mosell e, would that have been when
you-all were hunting?

A They had parties, all kind of stuff out
t here.

Q And so when you were out there, there
woul d be al cohol ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And it was provided to you?

A It was provided, yes, sir. But I
normal |y drank ny own.

Q You normal |y brought your own?
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A Yes, sir.

Q Any reason for that?

A No, sir. That is just how | had. |
don't |ike taking people for stuff. | don't
| i ke people giving ne things.

Q How many tines have you been on the
boat with Paul where al cohol was provi ded?

A It's never been provided by himon the
boat .

Q Al'l right. How does it work on the
boat ?

A Everybody brings their own.

Q Is that the way it worked on February
23rd, 20197
A Yes, sir.

Q So -- but going back to the boat, you'd
been on the boat before where al cohol was
I nvol ved?

A Yes, sir.

Q And had you been on there when M.
Mur daugh was t here?

A No, sir.

Q Al'l right. How many times you think
you were on the boat with Paul -- on the boat
wi th al cohol before?
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A The one other tine when we went to
Chechessee.

Q So you-all went out on the boat that
ni ght or that day?

A That we went to Rose Island? Yes, sir.

Q Yes, sir. And you said the sandbar.
When have you been on the sandbar?

A | nmean, during the sumer, it is like
an every-weekend t hing.

Q Bei ng down -- at |east down in Beaufort

County, which sandbar are you tal ki ng about ?

A W go to all of them Beaufort
Sandbar, Pauki e Sandbar, Monkey |sland, all over
t he pl ace.

Q Ckay. Wien you the sandbar, it sounded
like it was just one in particular.

A No, sir. Just in the river in general.

Q And when | talk about the sandbar, |'m
tal king about right in front of Beaufort.

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you famliar with that one?
A Yes, sir.

Q You ever go there --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- during the water festival?
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A Yes, sir.
Q Did you ever have your ID checked
during the water festival?
A No, sir.
Q And so it sounds |like going to sandbar
Is a frequent event in the sumrer then?
A Yes, sir.
Q And you would go out there, | assune,
with Ml ey?
Yes, sir.
Frequent|y?

A

Q

A Yes, sir.
Q What about with Paul ?
A

e

37

Not frequently. | nean, he would be
there, but | was always in ny boat and he was in
hi s

Q What ki nd of boat did you have?

A A CS.

Q What size?

A | think it's 21'6." |[It's a bay boat.
Q Help me out with a bay boat.

A A shal | ow wat er boat.

Q And what is it powered wth?

A 200.

Q 2007
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A

> O >» O

Q

bef or e?
A

Q

MM hmm

Mer cury?

Yamaha.

Yamaha. |'msorry.

Yamaha.

Have you ever had an accident in that

No, sir.
Al right. Wat's your famliarity --

get nmy tongue tied. How famliar are you with

the rivers around Beaufort?

A

O > O

are?

O >

Pretty famliar.

You go out there a good bit?

Yes, sir.

And you know where all these sandbars

Yes, sir.
And you would normal ly take your own

boat when you went there?

o >» O » O >

Yes, sir.

Fi sh out there nuch?

Yes, sir.

You-all fishing out in this weather?
No, sir.

Let's tal k about the night of this
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incident. As | understand, there was going to

be an
A

O > O » O

Wood?
A

Q
A

me and their youngest daughter went all
t hrough school together and | al so have a river

house

right
Q
A

Q

a fam
A

Q
A
Q
A

(Cr

oyster roast at Paukie |sland?
Yes, sir.
Who was going to be hosting that?
Li ke whose place was it?
Yes, sir.
M chael and Christy Wod.
And do you know M chael and Christy

Yes, sir.
How do you know t henf

|*ve knowmn themall ny life. For one,

t he way

39

on Paukie Island too, so we've al ways been
behi nd.

You have a river house?

My noni s parents.

kay. | was going to ask you if it
| y house.

Yeah. Famly.

And what's your nomis parents' nanes?

Ann and Wndell Crews.
|s that right beside the Wod's?
It's not right beside it, but it's
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ri ght down the street.

Q Okay. Just while I'mthinking about
It, you-all tied off the boat that night on
Pauki e Island at sone ot her dock other than the
Wod' s dock; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know whose dock it was?

A | think his name is sonething Gooding
-- Larry. | think his nane is.

Q Do you know M. Goodi ng?

A | don't know of himpersonally. | just

know of him
Q Did he know you-all were tying off
t here?

A | don't think so.
Q Was M. Gooding present?
A | don't renenber. | don't think he

was, but |'mnot positive on that.

Q Al right. So there was going to be an
oyster roast at the Wwod's there by invitation
or how did it conme about that you-all were
goi ng?

A Pretty sure Mdi son, which would be the
youngest of M chael and Christy's daughters

invited Mley and nme, and |I'm sure she invited

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com
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1 everybody else that was in the boat because her
2 Ml ey, Madison -- | nean, Mallory and Mdrgan all
3 work at the Retail Therapy in Beaufort.

4 Q Okay. And who owns Retail Therapy?

5 A | can't renmenber the fella's nane.

6 Q Is it a fella or a wonan?

7 A | guess it's both of them

8 Q Ckay. So Madison, MIley, Mrgan al

9 work at Retail Therapy?

10 A Madi son -- well, | don't think she

11  worked there then. She works there now

12 Q Ckay.

13 A So Mallory, Morgan, and Mley --

14 Q Al'l worked --

15 A -- and Madi son works there now.

16 Q Okay. But they were friends?

17 A Yes, sir. Cose friends.

18 Q And when | say -- when you said they
19 were invited, this was a verbal invitation or --
20 A It was probably over the phone.
21 Q Okay. And were you the "plus one" or
22 were you invited al so?
23 A | was the plus one.
24 Q What about Paul and Ant hony?
25 A They were the plus ones al so.
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1 Q And so when this party canme about, how
2 did you -- you-all conme to decide let's stay at
3 t he Murdaughs or Chechessee Island or the

4 Mur daugh' s house?

5 A Paul offered because since it was

6 cl oser since she didn't have to drive back to

7 Hanpton that we could just stay at his river

8 house.

9 Q Did Paul indicate that he needed

10 perm ssion to stay there?

11 A |"mnot sure. | don't think so.

12 Q You don't recall himmaking that

13 coment ?

14 A No, sir.

15 Q And you had never stayed there before?
16 A No, sir.

17 Q Wen | say "stay," overnight?

18 A Ri ght.

19 Q And you' d only been there once before;
20 Is that correct?
21 A Yes, sir.
22 Q And then when all this canme about, how

23 did you-all plan where you-all were going to
24 nmeet ?

25 A What do you nean by that?
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Q Did you-all plan to neet at the river
house?
A Yes, sir.
Q O were you-all going to neet at the --

sonewhere el se?

A

W were planning on neeting at the

river house where we planned on staying that

ni ght.
Q
A
Q
directly
A
strai ght
Q
ni ght ?
A

Q
A
Q
A

Did it change?

What do you nean?

Did it change that you didn't go
to the river house?

No, sir. W went straight there,
t o Chechessee.

Did you ever stop at Parker's that

Bef ore?

Before you went to the river house.
Yes.

How di d you know to go to Parker's?
It was -- Paul said he was going to

stop at the Parker's, so ne and M| ey stopped

wth himand it's right across the road from

Chechessee, so it's conveni ent.

Q

Did Paul ask you to neet himthere?
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A Yes, sir.
Q What was the purpose of you neeting
Paul there?
A Just the door was unlock -- the door it

was | ocked at the river house, so there was no

a4

reason for me and Mley to go there, and when we

left the gas station we went and put the boat
In, so we were neeting up at the gas station to
put the boat in.

Q Did Paul buy any gas that night?

A "' mnot positive. He may have.

Q Did Paul tell you that he needed to
stop at Parker's to get anything el se?

A O her than gas?

Q Yes, sir.

A Yes, sir. Said he was going to get
some beer from Parker's.

Q Had he indicated he bought beer before
from Parker's?

A He never indicated that, but |I'msure
he has because the river house is right across
t he road.

Q Did he ever tell you he bought beer at
t he Parker's before?

A No, sir.
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Q You' re just guessing that he m ght have
bought sone there?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. D d he tell you what he was
going to get?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know what he got?

A Yes, sir.

Q What did he buy?

A The Natural Light and the M chel ob
Li mes.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No, sir -- well, yes, he did. He got
the Wiite Claws for Morgan.

Q Was all this for Paul's consunption?

A Paul and Morgan. The Wite C aws were
for Morgan and the rest for Paul.

Q And you woul d, as you said, it was
bring your own?

A Yes, sir.

Q And where did you buy your beer?

A My girlfriend actually bought mne from
t he same Parker's.

Q Fromthe sanme Parker's?

A Yes, sir.
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O

v O > O P

Paul %

O >» O >» O >» O >

it at
time?
A
Q
A
Q
A

(Cr

When?

That sane tine.

That ni ght ?

Yes, sir.

So you-all went to Parker's and net

Yes, sir.

Did she get out of her car?

Yes, sir.

And wal ked into the store?

Yes, sir.

And bought beer at Parker's?

Yes.

Did she drive off and cone back or was

t he sane stop where you-all net Paul ?

Same st op.

And you're sure of that?

Pretty positive.

Okay. And how old was Ml ey at the

Twenty.

And so she got your beer from Parker's?
Yes, sir.

And what were you drinking?

Budwei ser .

COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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Q Now, | want to be very clear, you-all
pl anned to neet at Parker's that night for Paul
to pick up beer?

A No, sir. He called on the way and said
he was going to stop at Parker's to grab sone
beer, so we stopped at the sane pl ace.

Q So that was not a planned stop?

A No, sir.

Q And then while you were there, Mley
deci ded she was going to go in and buy sone
beer ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And what did she buy?

A She got the Budwei ser and | think she
got her sone Wiite C aws too.

Q Al right. And you're pretty sure that
when you nmade that stop she went in and you-al
did not drive off and come back?

A Ri ght .

Q Al'l right. How nuch Budwei ser did she

buy for you?

A Twel ve pack. |'mpretty sure.

Q And how nmuch White C aw did she buy?
A | think it was also a 12.

Q What kind of White Caw did she get?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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A | believe it was the variety pack.

Q Al'l right. And Anthony was also --
Ant hony was al so there that night; is that
correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right. And what did -- did Anthony
get his al cohol at Parker's?

A No, sir.

Q Were did he get his?

A | believe he brought his fromhis
house.

Q Al right. And what about Mallory?
Did she bring her own?
Yes, sir.
What did she bring?
| believe she had Corona Prem ers.
Do you know where they cane fronf
| believe her house.
And how nmuch did she bring?
| don't renmenber.
Si x pack, twelve pack?

> O >» O » O >» O >

| don't renenber.
Q What about Ant hony, how nuch did he
bring?

A | think it was a piece of a 12 pack.
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49
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Did he also bring any other al cohol ?
Not to nmy know edge.
Wien M| ey bought her al cohol at
‘s, what did she use to pay with it?
My debit card.
Your debit card?
Yes, sir.
She didn't use any ID of her own?
The fake ID, that's what you're asking?
Yes, sir.
She used her fake ID with ny debit
How much did it cost?
| don't renmenber that.
Did you ever go into the store that
No, sir. Not that | renenber.
Have you ever been in that Parker's
?
No, sir.
What kind of car were you-all in that
A bl ack Jeep.
Who owns that black Jeep?
Mley -- it's Mley. | reckon you say
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her parents own it.

Q

> o0 > O >

t hat day
her sel f.

Q

It was for her use?

Yes. It's her car.

Who rode with you that night?

Just ne and her.

Who was Morgan with?

She drove herself because she had work
and Paul was by hinself and she was by

Was there any al cohol provided at the

Chechessee i sl and?

A

Q
A

Q

No, sir.

So it was bring your own?

Yes, sir.

Did you ride off -- did you | eave with

Mley that night from Parker's?

A

Q
I sl and,
i sl and?

A
Q

| believe so. Yes, sir.
And did you-all go straight to the

Yes, sir.
And when you-all got there was anybody

el se there?

A
Q

No, sir.
You-all were the first two there?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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A Yes, sir.

Q So Morgan had not arrived yet?

A Ri ght .

Q Paul had not gotten there?

A Paul was with us. W left together.

Q You drove together?

A Yes. It was ne and M|l ey and then
Paul . | don't renenber who was in front or

behind. W went fromthe gas station to the
house, |'mpretty sure, and when we got there,
me and Paul went to put the boat in.

Q So you-all went to the island and then

|l eft and went to put the boat in?

A Yes, sir.

Q He doesn't have a landing there at his
I sl and?

A No, sir.

Q Wiere did you put the boat in?

A | think that's the Lenon Island Bridge.

51

Q Al right. Just sol'msure, is it the

| andi ng cl osest to Chechessee or the one closer

to Beaufort?
A Cl oser to Chechessee.

Q kay. And so you-all went to the house

tolet Mley off?
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A MM hnm

Q You and Paul went back to the Lenon
| sl and -- Chechessee -- Lenon |sland Mrina
Landi ng, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And then took the boat?

A | drove the truck back to the river
house and he drove the boat around.

52

Q kay. So Mley was the person driving

t he Jeep?
A Yes.
Q Did he drive from Hanpton?
A Yes, | believe so.

Q Were did you and M|l ey neet up that
day to go?

A She picked ne up fromny house.

Q About what tine was that?

A 2:00, 2:30, | believe it was.

Q And you-all were the only two in the

A Yes, sir.
Q And she drove the whol e way?
A | believe so.

Q Di d Paul purchase any al cohol for you

at Parker's?
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A No, sir.
Q D d he purchase any for Anthony Cook?
A No, sir.
Q Did he purchase any for Mley that
ni ght ?
A No, sir.
Q What about for Mallory that night?
A No, sir.
Q Only for he and Morgan?
A Mor gan.

Q When did you start drinking that day,
M. Cook?

A When | arrived to the island.

Q And that woul d have been the beer you
br ought ?

A Yes, sir.

Q O the beer you had?

53

And over the course of the evening, how

many beers did you drink?

A Thr ough t he whol e night?

Q Yes, sir. Let's just talk about the
whole night. We'Ill break it down after that.

A | would say eight, nine, sonmewhere in
there. |'mnot positive.

Q Al'l right. And how | ong were you-all
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at the island before Anthony arrived?
A A couple hours, | have to say. Because

pl anned on | eaving the house around 6: 30 or 6:45

and they were actually running a little bit
| ate, so two hours, three hours, somewhere in
t here.
Q VWhat tine did you arrive at the house?

A 2:00, 2:30. | think it was maybe 3:00.

Q Soneti me between 2:00 and 3:007?

A Yes, sir. |'mnot positive.

Q An you-all stopped at Parker's before
you went to the house, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ever |eave the house and go
back to Parker's?

A No, sir.

Q And then you-all -- what tinme did
you-all | eave the house on the boat?

A It was right before sunset so 6:45,

6: 50, sonewhere in there. \Wenever Anthony and

Mal I ory got there, we left. W didn't stay |ong

after they got there.
Q So as soon as they got there, you-all
got on the boat and took off?
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O

house?
A
Q
bet wee
coupl e
A
Q
gettin
A
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Yes, sir.
And do you know if Mallory and Anthony
nto the house?

They coul d have.

Did they have bags with thenf
Yes, sir.

Did you have a bag with you?
Yes, sir.

How about M1 ey?

Yes, sir.

Did you-all take your bags in the

Yes, sir.
And so if you-all had gotten there
n 2:00 and 3: 00, you-all were there a
hours before?
Yes.
And then you-all never left after
g there; is that correct?
Right. Once we put --
Besi de getting the boat.
Once we put the boat in, we never left.
And t hen when Anthony and Ml lory got

W got in the boat and left.
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Q There you go?

A Yes.

Q What did you-all do over the hour or
two hours when you were there?

A Just hanging out waiting for everybody
getting there.

Q Dri nki ng beer?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al'l of you were drinking?

A Yes, sir.

Q At that point -- what tine did Morgan
get there?

A Shortly before Mallory and Ant hony.

Q Wul d you say sonetine after 6:00?

A | think it was before 6:00, so maybe
5:00, sonewhere around there. She was there,

l et's say, an hour before Anthony and Ml l ory
arrived. She had enough tinme to go in and put
her stuff up and change clothes, all that.

Q Al right. And so while you-all were
there, you-all had a few beers or sonething to
drink?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you renenber how many you woul d have
had?
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A Not off the top of ny head. A couple
beer.

Q And what about Paul, did Paul have
anything to drink while you were there?

A Yes, we were all drinking.

Q And when we say "all," that would be
all four of you?

A Me, MIley, Morgan, Paul.

Q And you don't know how many you woul d
have had then?

A No, sir.

Q Left about 6:30, and tell ne, if you're
famliar with the river, which way did you-all
head.

A W were heading straight toward the
oyster roast.

Q Pauki e?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you cut through Archers Creek?

A Archers Creek.

Q Had you ever been to Archers Creek
bef ore?

A Yes, sir.

Q Frequent|y?

A | nmean, | wouldn't say frequently, but

(Cr
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| have been there before.

Q And you consider it a narrow
cut -t hrough?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who was driving the boat when you-all
left?

A Paul was.

Q Was there any al cohol provided at the
Chechessee i sl and?

A No, sir.

Q Did Paul drive all the way over to
Pauki e?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you-all drinking on the way over
t here?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know how many you woul d have had

on the way over there?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know if MIley had anything to
drink on the way over?

A Yes. We were all drinking.

Q You got to Paukie Island about what
time, do you renenber?

A Around 7:00, 7:30, somewhere in there.
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| believe so.

Q And when you got to Paukie Island, was
t here any al cohol provided?

A No, sir.

Q Was t here al cohol avail abl e?

A What do you nean by that?

Q Did you have your al cohol?

A | had mne. Everybody had theirs.

Q Al'l the people under 21. D d the Waods
supply al cohol for any of the adults?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q So oyster roast, how | ong were you-all
t here?

A From whenever we arrived, 7:00 to 7: 30,
and | think we left at 12:00.

Q What did you do over the course of that
five hours?

A Just hangi ng out, drinking beer and
eating oysters.

Q Do you know how many beers you woul d
have had at Paukie?
No, sir. |'mnot positive.
Do you know who all was at Paukie?

No, sir. It was a bunch of people.

o > O >r

Do you know -- can you nane any of the
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nanes of anybody being there?

A | remenber Randy Murdaugh being there.
| remenber Rusty Purdy; the Wods, which is
their house; Ziegler -- be Rick Ziegler, his
wife, his kids. That's about all | can
remenber.

60

Q And who are Rick Ziegler's kids, do you

know t henf

A Pai ge and Brennen.

Q How ol d are they?

A Brennen's probably -- be 22, 23, and
his sister is probably 18 or 19.

Q And you said Rusty Purdy was there?

A (Nods head.)

Q Ils M. Purdy al so from Hanpton?

A Yes, sir.

Q What does he do in Hanpton?

A He worked for forestry | believe or the
mll, |ike buying wood.

Q And you said Randy Murdaugh was there?

A Yes, sir.

Q That woul d have been Al ex's brother?

A Yes. Paul's uncle and his wfe.

Q Al right. Dd you speak to hinf

A | don't remenber. Could have.
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Q And you don't renenber anybody el se
that was there other than these; Mirdaugh,
Purdy, and Ziegler?

A No, sir.

Q Was a bunch of young --

A There was -- ny uncle was there. M
Uncl e Wndell and his wife, his daughter, her
boyfriend. There was a | ot of people there.

Q What's Wndell's wfe's nane?

A Mel ani e.

Q | know you told ne a mnute ago. Last

nane though?

Crews.

And t he daughter's nane?
Mal | ory.

Mal l ory Crews?

M1 hnm

Yes?

Yes, sir.

> O >» O >» O >

61

Q Let nme go back a second, M. Cook. Wy

did Paul wait to buy the beer from Parker's as
opposed to getting it here in Hanpton?
A | don't know.
Q | said here in Hanpton.
Did you ever have that conversation
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wi t h hinf

A No, sir.

Q Have you ever been with himwhen he
bought beer at the conveni ence store?

A No, sir.

Q Do you recall Paul |oading the beer
while he was at Parker's or did he wait until --

A He | oaded it at Parker's.

Q Wth ice in the cooler?

A Yes, sir. | don't renenber if he got
ice fromthe Parker's or what, but | renenber
hi mputting the beer in the boat at Parker's.

Q M. Cook, while you-all were at the
Wod's, did anybody ever suggest that you-all
spend the night at the Wod' s?

A No, sir.

Q Di d anybody ever suggest that you-all
take an Uber or taxi?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who nade that suggestion?

A | don't remenber who that was. | just
remenber it -- sonebody saying that they would
get us an Uber.

Q Al'l right. And was that because

you-all were intoxicated?
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A | don't know -- | nean, | think it was
just it's not really safe being in the boat in
t he dark anyway.

Q And you knew that, didn't you?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you' ve been in a boat enough to

know - -

A Yes, sir.

Q -- you have to be alert in a boat at
ni ght --

A Ri ght .

Q -- right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you don't renenber who suggested
t he Uber?
A No, sir.

Q Was it sonebody in your party or was it

sonebody at the Wod' s?

A | don't remenber.

Q VWre you intoxicated when you-all left
Pauki e | sl and?

A | would say so. Yes, sir.

Q And so you knew that it was unsafe to
be in a boat at that time; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Under those conditions?

A It isn't not safe. It is just -- it be
better to get an Uber. Yes, sir.

Q Wll, is it safe to be driving a boat
whil e you' re intoxicated?

A No, sir.

Q And that's in broad daylight?

A Ri ght .

Q And it's not safe at night?

A Ri ght .

Q Was the weather a factor al so?

A It was foggy, yes, sir.

Q So that was another reason not to be in
the boat; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you were well aware of that when
you got in the boat?

A Yes, sir. But not when | got init.

Q Pauki e?

A But we |eft Paukie, yes, sir, it was
foggy.

Q So you were aware that it was not a

safe situation to be riding in a boat?

A

(Cr

Yes, sir.
MS. BONERR Mtch, are we at a
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good spot for a break?

pause,

MR CRIFFITH Wth this long of a
of course.
MS. BONER:  Thank you.
(Wher eupon, a break was taken at
1:01 p.m)
(Back on the record at 1:12 p.m)

BY MR GRIFFI TH:

Q

All right, M. Cook, we were just

tal ki ng about the weather at the tine.

Wien you were at Paukie Island, did you

have anything to drink?

> O >» O >» O >

Q

At the oyster roast?

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir.

And did you have it in a can, cup?
It was in the can in a Koozie.

In a Koozie?

Yes.

All right. What about the other --

let's talk about Mley. D d she have anything

to drink,

(Cr

A

Q
A

to your know edge?

Yes, sir.

Did she put it in a can or a Koozie?
| don't renenber that.
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Q What about do you renenber if Mllory
had anything to drink there?
A Yes, sir. |I'msure we all did.

Q Do you renenber whether it was in a

cup --
A No, sir, | don't recall
Q -- Koozi e?
A (Shakes head.)
Q And sane for Morgan, you don't
remenber ?

A | don't remenber.

Q What about Ant hony and Paul, did they
have a cup or a bottle or anything?

A | don't renmenber that either. | just

know | had mne in a Koozi e.

66

Q Do you know i f anybody had bottles with

them that night?

A | don't renmenber. | think M chel ob
Utra was the al um num bottl e.

Q Who drank the M chel ob Linme?

A | don't know. | don't know where they
went .

Q Did you drink then?

A No, sir. | had ny Budwei ser.

Q And you said it was suggested that
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you-all take an Uber or not drive the boat; is
that correct?

67

A It was offered, yes, sir.

Q Do you renenber who offered it?

A No, sir.

Q Al right. And -- and not to re-plow
ground, but what tine did you-all |eave Paukie?

A | believe it was 12:00.

Q When you-all left Paukie |Island, what
was the plan?

A To stop by downtown Beaufort and get a

shot and then go on to the river house.
Whose idea was that?

Paul ' s.

Did you go along with it?

Yes, sir.

Di d everybody el se want to go?

No, sir.

Q Were you and Paul the only two that

> O >» O >» O

wanted to go?

A Yes, sir.

Q How long did it take for you to get
downt own from Pauki e?

A |'"d say 45 mnutes to an hour, so it
woul d have been |ike 1:00.
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1 Q WAs there any problens getting
2 downt own?
3 A No, sir.
4 Q Who drove?
5 A Paul di d.
6 Q And | don't knowif it is the door or
7 we both getting tired. Your voice is sort of
8 trailing off.
9 A Yes, sir.
10 Q Just keep it up alittle bit.
11 A Yes, sir.
12 MR, TINSLEY: |'Il just cut the
13 air off. How about that?
14 MR GRIFFITH |t doesn't matter
15 to ne. | think you were getting soft
16 spoken no matter what.
17 THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
18 BY MR, Rl FFI TH:
19 Q Di d anybody drink anythi ng between
20 Pauki e and goi ng downt own?
21 A Yes, sir.
22 Q  Wo?
23 A Ever ybody.
24 Q Everyone continued to drink?
25 A Yes, sir.
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Q Al'l right. But you wanted to go
downt own wi th Paul ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you and Paul were planning on
stopping. Did anything happen on the way down,
anyt hi ng that concerned you?

A No, sir. | nean, everybody was kind of

-- they didn't want to stop, but it wasn't
anyt hi ng nmaj or.

Q And Paul drove all the way?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was there any problemw th his driving
on the way from Pauki e to downt own?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he alnbst hit the swing bridge
com ng through?

A | don't recall that.

Q VWhat type of lighting was there on the
boat ?

A Just a little handheld flashlight.

69

Q When you say handhel d, describe that to

me. Sonme got a little powerful beamon it.

A It was a good beamon it, but it was
just a little handhel d.

Q Okay. And was there a red/green |ight
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on it?

A It had it, but it did not work. None
of the navigation |ights worked.

Q Who was hol di ng the handhel d?

70

A Me.

Q Did you do that the whole night?

A Yes, sir.

Q And when you say -- so the light on the
pole didn't work?

A No, sir.

Q | guess, that is the running Iight?

" mnot sure what the technical termis.

A Yes, sir.

Q kay. And did the handheld work the
whol e tinme?

A Yes, sir.

Q It was necessary for you-all to see?

A What do you nean?

Q Did that help you at all to see?

A

The light didn't really help, no, sir.

That water is so big. You can't hardly see from

t he bank anyway.
Q Did Paul have his GPS on?
A Yes, sir.

Q Wre you-all follow ng the popcorn
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trail?

A What do you nean "popcorn trail ?"

Q Sone GPS.

A The track.

Q The track?

A Yes, sir.

Q | call it a popcorn trail

A Yes, sir.

Q You-all were following that to get
back?

A Yes, sir.

Q So that was your basic neans of getting
back; you didn't have much visual either way?

A Ri ght .

Q Now, are you famliar with the river up

t owar ds bet ween downt own Beaufort and up toward

Pauki e by the air station?

A

Q
A

Q
t he boat
A

Q

Yes, sir.

You' ve been there before?

Yes, sir.

You felt -- did you feel confortable in
at that tine?

Yes, sir.

Did Paul appear to be intoxicated while

driving the boat at that tinme?
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A You can tell he had been drinking, but
| wouldn't say he was totally nessed up.

Q Had you ever been with Paul before when
he was nessed up?

A Yes, sir.

Q Does -- it's been said that he changes
personal ities?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he change personalities that night?

A Yes, sir.
Q Bef ore you got downt own?
A It was during downtown while we were at

the bar is when it hit him

Q (kay. Before we get there, you pulled
-- you-all cane into Beaufort. Did Paul dock
t he boat?

A Yes, sir.

Q And do you know which dock it was that
you-all tied up to?

A The new one there. Wat do you cal
It? The day dock?

Q Day dock.

A Yes, sir.

Q And you said it was about 1:00 when you

got to downt own Beaufort?
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A | believe so, yes, sir.

Q You and Paul were going to go down to
Lut her' s?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you go to anywhere el se other than
Lut her' s?

A No, sir, not that | can renenber.

Q And not to be flippant, but the fact
that you said not that | can renenber, did you
| ose any nmenory fromthe al cohol or anything

t hat ni ght?
A No, sir.
Q Is Luther's the only place that you

went then?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you and Paul were the only two that
went in there; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did the other individuals have IDs with
themto go if they wanted to?

A Yes, sir.

Q But you and Paul were the only two that
chose to go in?

A Yes, sir.

Q They check your I D when you went in?
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A Yes, sir.
Q Was there any problemgetting in?
A No, sir.
Q Did you know anybody at Luther's that
ni ght ?
A No, sir.
Q Did Paul indicate he knew anybody?
A No, sir.
Q And this is the first tinme you ever
been in Luther's? I|I'msorry. W may have asked

that earlier,

A | nmean, yeah. |'ve been there before,
Luther's, but | think it was the first tine |
been in there drinking.

Q And | thought | shoul d have been better
with ny question. Mybe you' ve gone there to
have | unch or dinner?

A Ri ght .

Q This is the first tine you went in
there after hours to the bar?

A To the bar.

Q When it was a bar?

A Yes, sir.

Q And as | said, to the best of your
know edge, you didn't know anybody in there and
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you don't think Paul knew anybody?
A Yes, sir.
Q Correct?
A Correct.
Q What did you-all buy when you-all were
at Lut her's?
A We had a | enon drop shot, | believe, is

what it is called, but | bought a round of shots

and he bought a round of shots.

Q You renenber how | ong you were in
Lut her' s?

A Twenty to 30 mnutes, | believe.

Q Did any of the other individuals that
were with you, did they try to get in Luther's?

A No, sir.

Q Did Paul ask the bartender if he could
get his friends in the bar?

A No, sir.

Q So you don't know if the other
i ndi vidual s were deni ed entrance?

A | don't know. | nean, | don't think
they tenpted to cone in while we were in. They
didn't want to be there to start with, so...

Q You don't recall Paul asking the
bartender if his friends could cone in?
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A

Q
A

pur chase

Q

Correct.

What did you use to buy the shot wth?
The sane debit card that Mley used to
t he beer at Parker's.

Who is your bank with -- who do you

bank wi t h?

A
Q

you use?
A

O > O » O

32507
A

Pal nett o.
And what's the nanme on the account that

My nane, Connor Cook

s it Connor M Cook?

Yes, sir.

Is it a Visa-type card?

Yes, sir.

And do you know if the last four are

| don't have it nenorized, but ny guess

that's it.

Q
right?
A

one.

O

And did you buy two shots; is that
| believe so, yes, sir. M one and him
And did he al so buy shots?

Yes, sir.
Okay. And did he buy |enon drops or

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

76

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 77

sonet hi ng el se?

A

posi tive.

Q

| think it was | enon drops, but |'m not

There was sone indication that you-all

went there to buy a Jager?

A
Q

Jager Bonb.

Jager Bonbs.

MR TINSLEY: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

BY MR GRIFFI TH:

Q
drink?

A
don't

Q

Do you know if that was the first

That m ght have been. Like | said, |
remenber.

"' mgoing to show you what's actually

Bat es- st anped ADC-1000153. Can you | ook at that
and is that your signature on that card?

A

Q
A
Q

Yes, sSir.
Ckay.
Yes, sSir.

And tinme says it was or date 2/24/19,

timeis 1:05 am |Is that the card you used to

buy the |l enon drops wth?

A
Q

Yes, sSir.
All right. And do you knowif the card
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also on there that has |isted Margaret B.

78

Mur daugh, is that the one that Paul used to nmake

hi s purchase?

A | reckon so. Yes, sir.

Q | s that your signature at the bottonf

A Yes, sir.

Q |s that the way your signature normally
| ooked?

A Sadly. Yes, sir.

Q You said that Paul sort of took on a
different persona while he was there. Wat did
Paul do that indicated to you he was becom ng
I nt oxi cat ed?

A He started doing -- |'msure you've
heard, how he does his hands.

Q Tell me what you're tal king about.

A The -- how he holds themout like this

and his eyes got real big and he started getting

mean. Just being Ti my.

Q Al right. 1"ve heard the word "Ti my"
bef ore.
A Yes, sir.

Q Were you part of the group that gave
hi m t hat nanme?

A No, sir. | just always heard of him
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being called Ti nmy.

Q Al'l right. But you have been around
hi m enough to know that he has those
characteristics when he was drunk?

A Yes, sir.

Q O intoxicated?

A Yes, sir.

Q |"msorry. And then when you-all left
Lut her's, did anything happen? Did he al npbst
get into a fight with sonmeone?

A Yes, sir. On the way out of Luther's.

Q VWhat happened there?

A | don't exactly renenber how it
happened. There was a guy or two guys sitting
in sone chairs, kind of, in the way and he got
an attitude with themand they got an attitude
back with himand he started throwi ng chairs out
of the way and all kinds of stuff, and | grabbed
hi m and wal ked hi m awnay.

Q And you-all wal ked back to the day
dock?

A Yes, sir.

Q And ot her people in your group were
t here?

A No, sir. They were down at the sw ngs
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ri ght by the dock.

Q Did they see that occur or did you tell
t hem about that?

A | believe | told them | don't think
t hey coul d have seen.

Q Was there any di scussion anong you-all
about getting back on the boat?

A No, sir, not that | renenber.

Q Did you have any conversation about
let's get an Uber let's get a cab?

A No, sir.

Q Let's not take the boat?

A No, sir.

Q Did you-all have any conversation with

M1l ey about driving the boat back?

A No, sir.

Q Did you have any conversation with
Ant hony about driving the boat?

A No, sir.

Q Did you have any conversation about
whet her Paul should be driving or not?

A No, sir, not at that point.

Q When you-all got in the boat at that
point intine to | eave downtown, do you know

about what tinme it was?
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A |'d say 1:00 -- 12:45, 1:00, sonewhere
In there.
Q Al right. Well, if your ticket was

1:05, it would have been after 1:00, wouldn't
it?

A Then after 1:00.

Q Al'l right. Now, you get back in the
boat. W was driving the boat? Al six of you
got back in the boat, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And who was driving the boat at that
time?

A Paul was.

Q And di d anyt hi ng happen between there
and the tine you-all got to Archers Creek that
caused you concern?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. As you-all left the day
dock, which direction did you-all go in?

A Towar ds Archers Creek

Q Did you-all head back before going to
Archers Creek to the swing bridge and al nost
have a probl emthere?

A No, sir, not that | renenber.

Q And you head back to Archers Creek.
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Did you go around the sandbar or did you take
t he cut-through?
A | believe we took the cut-through, but
| can't renenber.
Q Do you renenber what the tide was at
that tinme?
A No, sir.
Q Coul d you do the cut-through at the | ow

A Through Archers Creek?
Q Around t he sandbar.
A Around the sandbar. | believe so, yes,

Q And when | say the cut-through, the
sandbar, the sandbar downt own?

A By the Beaufort sandbar is what you're
t al ki ng about ?

Q Yeah, the one right by the hospital.

A Yes, sir.

Q Once you got by the sandbar, what
happened?

A Paul started getting in a fight with --
with his girlfriend.

Q Did he start driving the boat

erratically?
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A After. Yes, sir, but while the
argunent was going, it was just slowidle round
and round.

Q Was that the Beaufort side of the new
bridge or the opposite side?

A | think it was the opposite side, but
"' mnot positive.

Q So over by the naval hospital then?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he go straight from downtown passed

t he sandbar, passed the new bridge into the, |
guess, the sound right there across fromthe
naval hospital ?

A Yes, sir.

Q Wth no problens?

A The ar gui ng.

Q That woul d have been Modrgan he was
arguing with, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. And what was the argunent
about ?

A First, he show ng out at Luther's, and
t hen when we got in the boat, he was carrying on
doing his drunk self and she didn't like it.

Everybody was ready to be hone and he was | ust
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Q
A
Q
A
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in the

Q
A

Q
A

consol

Q
A

Q
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g around.
Al right. Was it just -- was he
the wheel at that tinme?
Yes, sir.
Al right. And where were you?
On the right side of the console.
Where was Ant hony?
In the back behind -- what you woul d
t? The little seat that flips -- he was
back by the notor.
And Mal l ory was back there?
Wth him yes, sir.
VWhere were M1l ey and Morgan?
In front of the console.
Al'l right. And that console has a seat
Yes, sir.
|s that a cooler, | guess?
Yes, sir.
So they were on the cool er?
No. Morgan -- Mley were front of the
e in the front of the boat.

They were at the front of the boat?
At the front of the boat, yes, sir.
Okay. And who woul d have been -- as
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you were standing on the consol e,

| eft - hand si de?

A

85

who is on the

Mley was on ny side and Morgan was on

Paul ' s si de.

Q
wheel at

A

Q
A

Q

Ckay. Al right. And Paul left the

sonme point?

Yes, sir.
Wth the boat in idle?
Yes, sir.

Did you hear the conversation between

he and Morgan?

A

Q
A

renenber

O >» O >

A

The ar gui ng?

Yes, sir.

|"msure | heard it, but | can't
exactly now what it was about.

Did it get physical?

Yes, sir.

What happened?

He pushed her.

She standi ng up?

| don't believe so. She was still

sitting down, but he kind of pushed her down to

t he bow of the boat.

Q
A

Did she do anything in retaliation?

Just hollering at him
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Q
A

Q

you | eft the day dock and the accident occurred,

She hol l ered at hinf
Yes, sir.
Did anybody at any tine fromthe tine

di d anybody nake a phone call?

A

Q
A

Q

correct?
A

Q

Not that | renenber

Di d anybody take a picture?

No, sir, not that | renenber.

You had your phone wth you; is that

Yes, sir.
Did Paul |eave the steering wheel nore

t han once?

A
Q
wheel ?
A

was | ust

Probably so, yes, sir.
When he did, did you take over the

There was not really taking over. It
ki nd of steering when the boat needed

to be steered because we were going round and

round |ike getting us pointed back. That's it.

Q

Did you have any trouble determ ning

which direction to go in?

A

Q
A

No, sir.
So you could see, right?
No, sir. The GPS, would let you know
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where you were going.

Q So the GPS, you | ooked down and didn't
know whi ch direction you were goi ng?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did the GPS sort of go around in
circles at sone point?

A Yes, sir.

Q And during this tinme this would have
been at a slow idle?

A Yes. \Very sl ow

Q Did you put your hand on the wheel to
drive the boat?

A To, |like, take off plane off?

87

Q Yeah.
A No, sir. Never planed the boat off.
Q Di d anybody ever tell Paul to stop the
boat and take themto the dock to get off?
Yes, sir.
Who di d?

Ant hony and Mal |l ory.
What did Paul say?

A That it would be all right. W're
fixing to nmake it hone.

O > O >

Q Al right. D d you know how long it

took to get fromdowntown to Archers Creek?
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A | don't know exactly. | say we left
probably 1:30, 1:25, so maybe 2:00 to Archers
Creek, maybe a little after.

Q Do you know about how long it normally
t akes?

A Ten mnutes, 15 mnutes. It's not that
far, but wth us arguing and stuff it took us a
whi | e.

Q Di d anybody ever put on a life jacket?

A No, sir.

Q Did anybody say where are the life

j acket s?
A No, sir.
Q That was never a consideration?
A No, sir.

MR TINSLEY: nject to the form
BY MR CRI FFI TH:

Q During this tine that you-all were
driving fromthe day dock or fromthe new bridge
towards Archers Creek, were you still holding
the Iight?

A Yes, sir, but when | was holding the
light, it wasn't |ike a constant shining the
light. It was every now and again, shine the
li ght.
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Q Had you ever been with Paul before in
t he boat at night?

A No, sir.

Q There's sone indication that Paul
started renoving his clothes. D d he do that?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. Wy wuld he do that?

A | have no i dea.

Q How nmuch cl othing did he renove?

A | believe his shirt.

Q Has he been known to do that before?

A Not that |I know of. No, sir.

Q Not when he is intoxicated?

A No, sir. | never seen himstripped his
cl ot hes off.

Q It was pretty cool that night, wasn't
it?

A Yes, sir. It was cold.

Q He took his shirt off at what point in

time?
A | don't remenber exactly what tine it
was.
Q Was it after the argunent?
A | believe so. |'mnot sure though.
Q Did you ever offer to drive?
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A

Q
A

Q
you are?
A

Q
A

No, sir.
Did Anthony ever offer to drive?
Yes, sir.

s Anthony as famliar wth the boat as

No, sir.
Wiy did you not to drive the boat?
Well, Paul's always been the one that

wanted to drive the boat and will not |et anyone

el se drive the boat. He told us it was his boat

and no one could operate his boat |ike him and

no one is driving his effing boat.

Q

Those were the words he used?
Yes, sir.
Do you renenber getting into Archers

Not exactly, no, sir.

Do you renenber com ng by Port Royal ?
You nmean out in the sound?

Not Port Royal sound. The sands, do

you renmenber com ng by the sands?

A
Q

Yes, sir.
And you-all would have turned and taken

aleft to go into Archers Creek?

MR. TINSLEY: bject to the form
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THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.
BY MR GRIFFITH:
Q Who was driving when you-all canme by

t he sands?
A Paul was.
Q How fast was he goi ng?
A | don't renenber.
Q Was he planed off?
A Yes, sSir.
Q And you were standi ng where?
A On the right side of the console.
Q Were you hol ding onto the consol e?
A To the little -- the grab bar?
Q Ri ght.
A Yes, sSir.
Q Ckay. And Paul was behind the wheel

that point in tinme?

A Yes, sir.

Q What's -- after you passed the sands,
do you renmenber getting into Archers Creek?

A Now, no sir. M menory is bad after
going into the creek.

Q And do you renmenber -- you don't know

who was driving the boat then?
A Yeah. Paul was.

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

91

800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



© 00 N O O A W N PP

N N N NN NDMNDN P PP PR
aa b~ WO N P O ©O 0N OO O A W N~ O

RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

92

Q You said your nenory was bad. Do you

remenber who was driving the boat?
A Yes, sir.
Q Ckay. Who was?
A Paul .

Q Did you ever say you didn't

who was driving the boat?

Yes, sir.

When did you say that?
A bunch of tines.

To the officers?

Yes, sir.

> O >» O >» O >

Yes, sSir.

During their investigation?

r enmenber

Q All right. Wen did you decide that

you remenbered what you -- that Paul

t he boat ?

was driving

MR TINSLEY: Object to the form
THE WTNESS: | knew t he whol e

time that Paul was driving.
BY MR GRI FFI TH:

Q Wiy were you not upfront with the

officers?

A Vell, | was told for one by Al ex

Mur daugh that | didn't need to tel

anyone who
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was driving.

| mpact,

Q

> o0 > O >

O

And when were you told that?

At the hospital.

Did you speak to M. Muirdaugh?

Yes, sir.

Were were you when you spoke with hinf
In the hallway at the hospital.

Let's go back. Right before the

where were the people | ocated on the

boat just before inpact?

you?

wel |

O > O » O >

QO >

A

Sane place | told you --

kay.

-- before.

So Morgan woul d have been front left?
Yes, sir.

Mley front right directly in front of

Yes, sir.
They were sitting on the bow?
No, sir. | think they were on the live

in front of the consol e.

Q

kay. So they would have had their

backs to you and Paul ?

A

(Cr

Yes, sir.
MR. TINSLEY: bject to the form
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BY MR GRI FFI TH:

Were their backs towards you and Paul ?

| believe so.

Have you ever talked with M| ey about
s driving the boat?

No, sir.

Not since this accident?

( Shakes head.)

All right. And at that point in time
just prior to the inpact, Anthony and Mallory

=
(@)
O>0>50>0

wer e behind you?
A Yes, sSir.
Q Ckay. Just before inpact did anything
happen with the boat?
MR TINSLEY: (Object to the form
THE W TNESS: What do you nean?
BY MR CRI FFI TH:
Q Did the boat take off, throttle up?
A When the argunment got done, Paul put it
in the w nd.
Q Planed it off?
A Yeah. He was pissed and everybody was
ready to get hone, so he haul ed ass.
Q Do you renenber -- you said you were
having trouble with your nmenory. Do you
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renmenber what happened when the boat hit the
bridge, the pilings?

A | remenber waking up in the bottom of
the boat. M girlfriend woke ne up and aski ng
me if | was all right, and Paul and Anthony in
t he water and Mrgan scream ng her hand was
bl eedi ng.

Q Do you know how | ong or did anybody
ever indicate to you how |l ong you were

unconsci ous or were you unconscious? |'msorry.
A | guess so.
Q Di d anybody indicate how | ong you were

unconsci ous?

A No, sir.

Q After Mallory got you up, did you have
any conversation with her about what happened?

A You nean M| ey?
Q Mley. |'msorry.
A W just -- she was neking sure | was

95

comng to and everybody was all right and try to

cal m everybody and everybody was freaking out
trying to find Mallory.

Q You -- | understand you broke your jaw,
is that right?
A Yes, sir.
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Q And I'msorry. On the left side?

A Yes, sir.

Q | s that scar what remains?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you able to tal k?

A Very -- it was hard, but | could talk,
yes, Sir.

Q Ckay. Now, | understand you call ed
9-1-1; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know how | ong after the inpact
that you called 9-1-1?

A It was five mnutes, maybe. It wasn't
| ong.

Q Do you know whose phone you used to
call?

A | used ny phone.

Q Your phone was wor ki ng?

A Yes, sir, at the tine.

Q Were were you when you nmade the call?

Were you down in the boat?

A

| started down in the boat, yes, sir,

but Morgan was scream ng so | oud,

wal k up to the top of the hil

so |l had to

to hear the |ady,

so she could hear ne over Mdrgan scream ng.

(Cr
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Q Ri ght there on the bridge?

A Yes, sir, away from Morgan.

Q Was there sone problens getting 9-1-1
to the | ocation?

A Yes, sir.

Q Wat probl ens were you aware of ?

A She kept asking nme where -- where | was
and | kept telling her over and over and she
woul d say different places and |'d say, no,
Archers Creek, the bridge, and it was just
chaos, the whol e conversation

Q Goi ng back to before inpact, was it
Paul that pushed the throttle down?

A Yes, sir.

Q You didn't push the throttle down?

A No, sir.

Q Do you renenber who pushed the throttle
down?

A Yes, sir.

Q After the inpact did you go to the
hospi tal ?

A Yes, sir.

Q How did you get there?
A Anbul ance.
Q

And while you were -- before the
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ambul ance arrived, did the police arrive?
A Yes, sir.

Q Did you have a conversation with
pol i ce?

A | pretty nmuch just told themthat it
was six of us and one was still m ssing.

Q Al right. Dd they ever tell you that

t hey were videotaping you?
A No, sir.

Q Did they ever put you in front of their

car and tal ked to you?

A No, sir.

Q Did they ever indicate that they had a
body cam on you when they were having a
conversation with you?

A No, sir.

Q Wien they talked to you, did you
I ndi cate who was driving the boat?

A No, sir.

Q Did they ask you who was driving the

A No, sir, not that | renenber.

Q Did they ask you about you doi ng any
field sobriety tests?

A No, sir.
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Q At that tinme?

A No, sir.

Q Al right. Dd they later ask you
about sobriety tests?

A No, sir. Everybody was just trying to
find Mallory at this tine.

Q Do you renenber what tine the boat
| npacted the bridge?

A No, sir, not the exact tine.
2:30-sonething, wasn't it? | believe it was.

Q Very close to there as | understand it.

A Yes.

Q Do you know what tine you got to the

hospi tal ?

A No, sir.

Q And you went by anbul ance; is that
correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you indicate to anybody how t he
acci dent happened on the way to the hospital?

A No, sir.

Q The EMS personnel, did they ask you
what happened?

A No, sir.

Q They didn't ask for a history?
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A No, sir. They just wanted to know
where | was hurting and stuff |ike that.
Q When you got to the hospital, did you

wal kK in?
A Yes, sir.
Q And Mley walked in with you?
A Yes, sir.

Q And | understand Mley initially did
not seek any treatnent; is that correct?

A Ri ght .

Q You, on the other hand, had your jaw --
they admtted you to the enmergency room
correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And | understand over the course of the
time they ultimately sent you to MJSC?

A Yes, sir.

Q Wiile you were at the hospital, you got
checked in, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did they take a history fromyou about
what happened?

A They just asked about what happened and
| told themwe got in a boat crash and that was
it.

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
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Q Do you know how | ong you were at
Beaufort Menorial Hospital?
A No, sir.

Q They put you in a roomin the energency

room correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al'l right. And while you were there,
who cane in and tal ked to you?

A Mley was in there with nme. A whole
bunch of people cane in there. The nurse cane
in there. M parents were in there. Mley's
parents cane in there. Alex cane in there.

Paul canme in there. It was a bunch of people in
t here.

Q Paul cane into your roonf

A Yes, sir.

Q Paul Murdaugh?

A Yes, sir.

Q He got out of his bed and cane into
your roonf

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you have a conversation with hinf

A No, sir.

Q Wiy did he cone into your room do you
know?
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A | guess they were trying to check on
me. They were | eaving.

Q They were | eaving the hospital ?

A Yes, sir.

Q Dd M. Alex cone in before |eaving
just to check on you?

A | don't renmenber that.

Q You said a mnute ago he cane in and
said you didn't have to talk to anybody?

A No. That was in the hallway.

Q Al'l right. Wen you initially arrived?

A Yes, sir. \Wen they took ne to the
x-ray machi ne or whatever you call it, he

st opped ne.

Q Were you on a gurney or were you
wal ki ng?

A What do you nean?

Q Li ke on the bed they roll?

A No, sir. They put ne in a wheelchair.

Q So you're in a wheelchair, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q You're going to get x-rays?

A Yes, sir.

Q And M. Alex, as you called him cane
up to you?

(Cr
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A Yes, sir. Stopped ne in the hallway.
Q And told you what?
A That everything was going to be al
right. | just needed to keep ny nouth shut and

tell them!| didn't know who was driving and that

he's got ne.
Q What did you understand that to nean?
M5. BONER (bjection to the form

THE WTNESS:. | guess don't say
anything. | never been in anything
l'i ke this.

BY MR CGRI FFI TH:

Q And did you then give a statenent to
| aw enforcenent after that?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that statenent was given about 4:00

in the norning; is that right?

A | guess so.

Q Thi s has been Bates-stanped Parker's
nunber 000705.

I's that the statenent you nade?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right. And in that statement, it
says we were headed -- or how about reading it

to ne?
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A

headed towards --"
"I remenber seeing the bridge and that's about

it."

"W were headed down Archers Creek

does that say Broad River?

104

Q Al right. And the signature on this
IS -- signature of officer. Do you know who
that is?

A Austin Pritcher.

Q Do you know who that is?

A Yes, sir. That's ny dad.

Q So he witnessed your signature, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q | s that your handwiting?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know whose handwiting that is?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know if it's M. Pritcher's
handw i ting?

A | don't know that. No, sir.

Q Did you indicate that you couldn't
wite a statenent and he would wite it for you?

A No, sir.

Q Al right. |Is this your signature?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that's your father witnessing it

(Cr
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for you?
A Yes, sir.

Q s that what you intended to tell the
of ficer that night?
A What do you nean?

Q That you didn't renenber --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- seeing the bridge and that was about
it?

A Yes, sir.

Q | s that what you were doi ng not saying
who was driving?

A Pretty nuch just not saying anything.

Q But that's not true; is that correct,
you knew nore than that?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you just didn't want to give them
any nore information than that?

A Ri ght .
Q Why not ?
A Because | was told not to.

Q M. Cook, you have a | awyer here today;
Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you have a | awer before M.
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McCul | och?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who was that?

A My first |awer was -- oh, God, what's
his name? Cory Fleming, | think is his nane.

Q How did you cone to retain M. Flem ng?

A M. Al ex Miurdaugh, Paul's dad, said
that he would be the best one for ne. Said he
recomrended hi m

Q kay. And after that, did you have any

ot her lawers in between?

A Yes, sir.
Q Who was that.
A Sam Bauer .

Q Al right. M. Bauer is over on Hilton

Head?
A Yes, sir.
Q H|ton Head and Bluffton, | believe?
A | believe, yes, sir.

Q No ot her |awyers other than that, now
you have M. MCull och?
A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ever hear Mley say -- while in

t he hospital that she did not know who was
driving the boat?
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A No, sir.

Q Have you ever tal ked to her about who
was driving the boat?

A No, sir.

Q Did you ever speak to M chael Brock
with the South Carolina Departnent of Natural
Resour ces, DNR?

A | don't know who that is, no, sir. |
don't know.

Q Ckay. After you were transferred to
MJUSC, did a DNR agent cone to your roonf

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he talk to you?

A He attenpted to, but | was laid up in
t he bed drugged up, so wasn't nuch of a
conversation

Q Did he ask you who was driving the
boat ?

A | don't renmenber if he did. | would
have told himl didn't know because that is what
| was told to do.

Q Did you -- so you would have told himl
don't know -- if he asked you the question who
was driving the boat at the tine of the

collision, your answer was | don't know?
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A Ri ght .
Q And if he asked you who drove the boat
prior to the collision?

A Prior?

Q Prior. Before.

A | woul d have said Paul.

Q kay. |I'mgoing to show you a docunent
that' s Bates-stanped Parker's 000706 and 707,
and this is a conversation that M., | believe,

Ladue, L-a-d-u-e, indicated he had with you.
|"mgoing to ask you to take a | ook at that and
see if you renenber having that conversation
with him

Do you renenber having that
conversation with Agent Ladue?

A Parts and pieces of it.

Q What parts do you renenber?

A | nmean, | renmenber comng into the room
and having a conversation with him but the
questions and answers and stuff, no, sir, |
don't exactly renenber all of them

Q You renmenber him asking who was driving
t he boat ?

A Not exactly. No, sir.

Q But you don't deny your response would
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have been | don't know?

A Yes, sir.

Q That's correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q You renenber if he -- you renenber

bei ng asked where you-all were comng from and

you i ndicated an oyster roast in Paukie Island?

A Yes, sir, |'msure.
Q And that was correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And asked you where you-all were going

and you indi cated Paul Murdaugh's house on
Chechessee?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that's true, that's where you-al
wer e headi ng?

A Yes, sSir.

Q He al so asked you, "Connor, where did
t he acci dent happened?’ And you knew that it
happened in Archers Creek, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q He asked, "Wat did you hit?"
And you told him "The bridge"?
Yes, sir.

>

Q And those statenents so far had been
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1 correct, if you were asked those questions?

2 A Ri ght.

3 Q And then where was everybody sitting on
4 the boat. Do you see that on the narrative?

5 A Yes, sir.

6 Q And did you put everybody on the boat

7 where they actually were?

8 A Yes, sir.

9 Q And that was true?

10 A Yes, sir.

11 Q And then the next question you were
12 asked about who was driving the boat and you
13 responded | don't know?

14 A Yes, sir.

15 Q And the first tinme you didn't

16 under st and what the question was?

17 MR TINSLEY: Object to the form
18 THE W TNESS:. What do you nean by
19 t hat ?

20 BY MR GRI FFI TH:

21 Q D d you understand what the question
22 was?

23 A Yes, sir.

24 Q WAs that a truthful answer?

25 A No, sir.
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Q What about RO asked Connor who was
driving the boat prior to the collision. Again,
your answer to that was what?

A It says | don't know.

Q Was that a true statenent?

A No, sir.

Q Did you indicate to themthat you-all
were going slow at the tine of the inpact?

A It says | did.

Q |s that true?

A | don't remenber. | don't remenber.

Q You don't renenber giving that
st at enent ?

A No, sir.

Q You renenber saying that the G°S |ied?
A No, sir.

Q Was there a problemwith the GPS to

your know edge?

>

To ny know edge, no, sir.

O

Ckay. Did he ask how you broke your
jaw? Do you renenber that?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know how you broke your jaw?
A Yes, sir.

Q How?
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A The rod hol der on the side of the
consol e.

Q Whi ch si de?

A The right side.

Q Did you ever put your hand on the
throttle? Do you renenber being asked that

guesti on?
A No, sir. | don't renenber that
guestion, but no, sir, | did not.

Q You didn't put your hand on the
throttle?

A No, sir.
Q You didn't try to throttle it back?
A No, sir.

Q You renmenber telling your nother that
you were goi ng sl ow because of the fog?
A No, sir.

112

Q You don't renenber telling your nother

that the GPS |ied?

A No, sir.

Q And to the best of your know edge as
you sit here, was there any problemwth the
GPS?

A To the best of ny know edge, no, sir.

Q Did -- when did you retain your
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counsel, your first counsel, M. Flem ng?

A

> O >» O >» O

Q

It woul d have been that night.

That ni ght ?

Yes, sir.

Were they retained --

| believe.

Was he retained while you were at MJSC?
"' mnot sure. | don't know.

Okay. Do you renenber having a phone

conversation with a DNR agent while you were at

MJUSC?
A

Q

No, sir.
You renenber telling himyou weren't

talking to him You had already given a

statenent and you weren't talking anynore?

A

Q
A

was.

Q

No, sir.
kay. How |l ong were you at MJSC?
| don't exactly renenber how long it

Were you -- you went to surgery that

day, correct?

A
Q
A
Q

(Cr

| think it was the next day.
25t h then?
| believe so.

So you spent at |east one night at

COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



© 00 N o o~ W DN B

N N NN NNRP R P R R P P P P
g » W N P O © 00 N O U M W N BB O

RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK
MJUSC, right?
A Yes, sir.
Q And then you were -- went into surgery

on the 25th and rel eased the day of the surgery?

A | believe so. |'mnot positive.

Q Since the tine of the accident -- since
you were released fromthe hospital, had you had
any conversation with M| ey about how the
acci dent happened?

A No, sir.

Q No conversation what soever?

A No, sir.

Q Had you tal ked to Ant hony about what
happened?

A No, sir.

Q What about Morgan?

A No, sir.

Q What about Paul ?

A No, sir.

Q No conversations about what happened on
t hat ni ght?

A No, sir.

Q Al'l right. And you had no conversation
what soever with Ant hony, correct?
A Correct.
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Q Did you ever tell Anthony that you were
not driving?

A | mean, we all knew | wasn't driving.

Q Did you ever tell himthat?

A Not that | renenber.

Q Do you renenber telling himthat you
wer e concerned about the Miurdaughs, about being
I n Hanpt on County?

A | don't renmenber telling himthat. No,

Q So if Anthony made the statenent that
Connor told himhe was "not driving the boat,"
do you renenber not having that conversation
wi th Ant hony?

A O telling himthat | was not driving?

Q Yes, sir.

A No, sir, | don't renenber.

Q Did you also tell Anthony you were
scared because the Murdaughs are "trying to pin
it on him?

A Yes, sir.

Q So you did have a conversation about
the incident; is that correct?

A No, sir, not necessarily a

conver sati on.
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Q What is your concern? You said that
ni ght you didn't renmenber who was driving; is
that right?

A That's what | told him

Q And then did you decide that you were
not driving when you becane concerned that
sonmeone was trying to pin this on you?

MR. TINSLEY: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: Say agai n.
BY MR, Rl FFI TH:

Q Did you change your story when you
found out soneone was trying to pin it on you,
your words?

A Yes, sir.

Q When you becane a suspect?

A Yes, sir, trying to nmake it ny fault.
Q Were you driving the boat?

A No, sir.

Q |f we go by the statenent you gave on

the night of the accident, you don't know who
was driving the boat then, right?
A That's what the statenent says, yes,

Q Ckay. Wiy are you -- why were you
scared to tell the truth?
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A Vell, | was told not to and bei ng who
they are, | was doing what | was told.
Q You were told not to tell the truth?
M5. BONER (bject to the form
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
Q So you deci ded not to?
A Yes, sir.
Q Even though this was an investigation
into this accident?
Yes, sir.
Where there was a girl mssing?
Yes, sir.
And agai n, what nmade you scared?

> O > O >

Them bei ng who they are.

117

Q Do you know of anything el se, any ot her

I nci dents that woul d cause you concern?

A Yes, sir.

Q What's that?

A There's a couple of things that had
happened in Hanpton that | heard about.

Q What's that?

A Wl |, one was said that Paul had pushed

hi s housemate down the stairs and she di ed and

not hi ng ever happened. And another one, there
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was sonet hing that Paul was supposedly invol ved

with a guy, got found beat up in the m ddl e of
the road that they got out of.

Q Do you know who that guy was?

A | can't remenber the name, no, sir.

Q How | ong ago was that?

A Year, two years, sonething |ike that.
" m not sure.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A | nmean, just anything they get in they
get out of. |'ve always been told that.

Q Have you been out with Paul since this
I nci dent ?

A No, sir.

Q You don't socialize with himat all?

A No, sir.

Q Is he still a nmenber of your Facebook

or Snapchat group?

A | don't know. | haven't seen his nane

popped up, so | don't know.

Q Did you ever tell -- | know your cousin

did, but did you ever tell any SLED agent that
you were concerned about com ng forward?

A | don't believe | ever talked to a SLED

agent .

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



© 00 N o o~ W DN B

N N NN NNRP R P R R P P P P
g » W N P O © 00 N O U M W N BB O

RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER
2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK

Q What about a DNR agent?
A No, sir, | don't renenber.
Q Ever talk with a DNR agent other that

the statenent you gave on the night of incident?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know i f your father ever talked
to M. Mirdaugh, Al ex Mirdaugh?

A After?

Q Yes, sir.

A After, not that |I know of.

Q What about before he wi tnessed your
statenent, did he talk to M. Mirdaugh?

A | know he was calling himall the way
to the hospital that night.

Q Did Paul ever use your phone the night
of the accident?

A No, sir. It died actually.

Q When did it die?

A On the phone with the -- what you call
It -- dispatch.

Q 9-1-1 person?

A 9-1-1 person.

Q kay. And at that tinme did you then
have to use sonebody el se's phone to finish the

cal |l ?
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A The 9-1-1 call?
Q Yes, sSir.
A No. | never called back to 9-1-1.
Q Did you ever use M1l ey's phone that
ni ght ?
A | don't think so.
Q Did Paul ever use your phone at any
time after the accident?
A No, it was dead.
Q Did Paul ever use MIley's phone after
t he acci dent?
A |'mpretty sure he used the EMI -- the

| ady in the anbul ance, right?

Q Ckay.

A The lady in the anbul ance, | used her
phone to actually call ny parents and he used
the same phone | did or Mley's. |'m not
positive which one he used.

Q Who did he call?

H s granddad.

Did you hear that conversation?

Parts and pi eces.

What did he say?

Vell, he told himthat we had been in

boat wreck and whatever, and he went on to say

> O > O >
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-- | heard his granddad asked hi m who was

driving and he told his granddad that | was.
Q That you were driving?

Yeah.

You, Connor Cook?

Vel l, nmy nicknane "Cotton Top."

O » O >

kay. So he was told -- or you heard
Paul say to his grandfather that you were
driving the boat, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And after that you gave a statenent
sayi ng you did not know who was driving the
boat; is that correct?

A Ri ght .

Q So at the tine you gave the statenent,
sounded |i ke you knew sonebody was going to
bl ame you or sonebody was going to point a
finger at you?

M5. BONER: (bject to the form
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR CRIFFI TH:

Q And you still gave that statenent?

A Yes, sir. That's what | was told to
do.

Q What el se did Paul say to his
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grandf at her that you overheard?

A | don't renenber really anything other
t han that.

Q VWere you concerned when he said Cotton
Top was driving the boat?

A Yes, sir.

Q What did you do in response to that?

A Me and M| ey | ooked at each other and
was shaki ng our heads.

Q Did you call -- or did you call anyone
ot her than your parents with the EMI"s phone?

A No, sir.

Q Did you use anybody el se's phone to
call anyone between the time of the accident and
the tinme you went to MJSC?

A No, sir, not that | can renenber.

Q Did your father ever tell you not to
talk to | aw enforcenent ?

A Not that | renenber.

Q Did your father ever cone into your
hospi tal room and nmake sone kind of sign about
not tal king to anybody?

A No, sir, not that | can renenber.

Q And | believe that M. Mirdaugh told

you he could take care of this?
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A Yes, sir.
Q Is that -- what he told you?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did he tell you that on nore than one
occasi on?
A | don't renmenber that.

Q The only tinme you renenber is when you
were in the chair going to x-rays?

A Yes, that's the only tine | talked to
hi m

Q Did you ever talk to Paul's
gr andf at her ?

A No, sir.

Q Have you ever had any text nessages
wi th Paul since the accident?

A Yes, sir.

Q About the accident?

A No, sir. He texted me -- it was when
they were still |ooking for Mallory and

everybody was on the bridge and he texted ne and

asked was everything all right and asked if |
was okay and that was it.

Q Did you respond?

A Yes, sir.

Q What did you tell hinf
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A | just said | was fine.
Q Have you ever texted wth Myrgan since
t he accident?
A Yes, sir.
Q What was the content of those texts?
A Sanme thing. Everybody was j ust
checki ng on everybody.
Q Did you ever text about the accident?
A No, sir.
Q Did you ever text her about the

I nci dents of the accident?

A VWhat do you nean inci dents?

Q The fact that sonebody m ght be trying
to pinit on you?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know an Any Saul s?

A No, sir.

Q Are you a nenber of the Snapchat group
called Darpville2, Da-r-p-v-i-Il-I-e-2?

A No, sir.

MR. McCULLOCH  Can you give that

person's nane?

S-a- u-

MR, GRIFFITH? Any Saul s,
|-s. That's the way |'ve got it

spel | ed.
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MR McCULLOCH: Thank you.
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
Q M. Cook, do you blane Paul for this
acci dent ?
M5. BONER: (bject to form
THE W TNESS: What do you nean by
t hat ?
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
Q The fact that the boat hit the pilings
in Archers Creek, do you blanme Paul for that?
A Yes, sSir.
Q Do you take any responsibility for
being in the boat know ng what you knew?
A What do you nean by that?
Q Drinking in a boat?
MR TINSLEY: nject to the form
THE WTNESS. Do | blane nyself
for that?
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
Q Do you take any responsibility for
t hat ?
A No, sir.
Q And you deny that you were ever driving
t he boat that night?

A Li ke saying | was not driving the boat?
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A Yes, sir.

126

Q You ever tell anybody at the hospital

you are not sure who was driving the boat?

A Yes, sir.

Wio did you tell that to?
The DNR guy.

Anybody el se?

O >» O > O

No, sir, not that | renmenber.

Did you ever try to take control of the

boat while Paul was driving erratically?

A No, sir.

Q You bought a 12 back of Budweiser. D d

anybody el se drink that?

MR TINSLEY: (Object to the form

MR MCULLOCH. Go ahead.
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
Q I f you know you can answer.

know i f anybody el se drank any of your

Budwei sers?

A No, sir.
Q Did you ever give anybody?
A No, sir.

Q And you were intoxicated.

Do you

Do you know

how much you had to drink? You said eight or
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ni ne beers; right?

A Yes, sir. Around. | don't know
exactly how many.

Q And you woul d agree you were
I nt oxi cated that night?

A Legal ly, yes. Physically, no.

127

Q What do you nean physically you're not?

A | could physically wal k around fi ne.

Q Do you have any videos of any of the
I nstances of that night?

A No, sir.

Q On your phone, any Snapchats?

A No, sir. They are -- the thing where

It goes away.

Q | guess, that's Instagramis the sane
way ?

A | didn't post on Instagram |nstagram
st ays.

Q Ckay. Any text nessages?
A No, sir.

Q You' ve known Paul, you said, alnost all

your life, right?
A Pretty nuch, yes, sir.
Q How | ong have you known Mal | ory?

A Even | onger.
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Q

And if you've known himall your life,

how do you know her even | onger?

A

Q
A

t hat way.

Q
A

Q

Sorry?
No. | wunderstand.
| spend nore time with Mallory. Put it

Okay. Al right.
Me and Mallory are better friends.
kay. And | think |I understood that.

| just needed you to explain a little bit.

dated - -
A

Q
A
Q
A

Q

So you sort of grew up with Mallory and

Yes, sir.

And she was dating your first cousin?
Correct.

You never dated Mallory?

No, sir.

As | understand, were you and Ml lory

in the sane cl ass?

A

Q
A

Q
tine?
A

Yes, sir.
Di d she graduate from Wade Hanpt on?
Yes, sir.
She went to Carolina for a period of

Yes, sir.
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Q Do you know how | ong she was there?
A No, sir.

Q When this accident happened she was not
in Carolina; is that correct?

A | don't think so. No, sir.

Q She was working at a store in Beaufort,
Retai|l Therapy?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know what her job there was?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know what she was being paid or
anyt hi ng?

A No, sir.

Q Did she ever talk to you about what she
wanted to do?

A | nmean, she always wanted to get into
realty -- real estate or whatever. That's what
she' s al ways sai d.

Q And do you know what in real estate?

A Li ke, redoi ng houses, selling houses.
| guess you would call it "flipping."

Q | use the term"flipping."

A Yes.

Q | s that your understandi ng?

A Yes.
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Q kay. Was she doing any of that at the

time?

A No, sir.

Q She was just in the --

A Store.

Q -- store, Retail Therapy?

A Yes, sir.

Q How often would Mallory go out with
you-al | ?

A Every weekend. My girlfriend and her
were, |ike, best friends.

Q kay.

A So pretty nmuch if | wasn't hangi ng out
with ny girlfriend, I was with Mallory or vice
versa. She was always with ne.

Q And what were -- was she a hunter too?

A Yes.

Q You're a hunter?

A Yes.

Q | s she a hunter?

A Yes, sir.

Q Any other things that you-all would do
t oget her ?

A What you nean?

Q Vel |, you hunt together. You-al
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the termis "hang out" but I'mtying to figure
out what you do when you hang out?

A Just hang out, go bowing, go out to
eat, do whatever.

Q Woul d you do that in Hanpton or go to
Beauf ort?

A Beaufort and Bl uffton.

Q Was it basically you-all would go to
Beaufort and Bl uffton every weekend for dinner,
novi e, or whatever?

A W were just always hangi ng out, doing
sonet hi ng.

Q Did | -- did one of these girls have an
apartnment down in Beaufort?

A | don't believe so.
Q Ckay. | thought | saw that sonewhere.
|"mgoing to take a break. | mght be through,

but 1'"mgoing to talk to M. Geco and get right
back.
M5. BONER: We can take a break.
Let's take a quick break.
(Wher eupon, a break was taken at
2:25 p.m)
(Back on the record at 2:48 p.m)
BY MR GRI FFI TH:
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Q M. Cook, I'mgoing to ask a few nore
questions. | want to go back and talk a little

bit about the boat. Wen you-all were on the
boat or got on the boat that night, was there
any ot her al cohol on the boat?

A Not that | know of.

Q Do you know if there was any |iquor on
t he boat ?

A Not that | know of.

Q Ant hony has indicated he had two drinks
of Crown Royal. Do you know where the Crown
Royal cane fronf

A No, sir.
Q Do you know if that was on the boat?
A No, sir. | never sawit.

Q Wien you're at the oyster roast on
Pauki e | sl and, was the boat tied up at Goodi ng
-- | believe you said Larry Gooding's dock; is
that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were one of you-all on the boat the
whole tinme or with the boat?

A No, sir, not the whole tine. No.

Q Did you go back and forth over the

course of the evening?

@:R COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES

800-791-1100 www.coastalcourt.com

132

T8EE00VdDTZ0Z#ASYD - SYI1d NOWINOD - ANV THOIY - INd S0:€ 8T Bnv T20zZ - 37114 ATIVOINOYLO3 13



RENEE S. BEACH vs GREGORY M. PARKER

2019-CP-25-00111 - CONNOR COOK 133

1 A Yes, sir.

2 Q Did any other people go with you other
3 t han nmenbers of your party, the six in your

4 party?

5 A Not that | know of. | nean, it could
6 have possibly. Yes, sir.

7 Q So could there have been ot her people
8 to have access to the boat that you' re unaware
9 of ?

10 A Yes, sir.

11 Q Leading up to the tinme of the accident,
12 you said that the boat went around in circles
13 bet ween the new bridge and Archers Creek. Is
14 t hat what your nenory was?

15 A Yes, sir, somewhere in there.

16 Q All right. And you said that -- did
17 t he boat ever plane off after or did the

18 throttle just go down and the acci dent happened?
19 MR TINSLEY: (Object to the form
20 THE W TNESS:. What do you nean by
21 t hat ?
22 BY MR CRI FFI TH:
23 Q I"mtrying to figure out what speed
24 you-all got up to. There was an argunent,

25 right?
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A Yes, sir.

Q Then Paul canme back to the steering
wheel , correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And at that point then he drove there
until the point of inpact?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know where you-all were when he
got behind the wheel ?
A Right in front the sands. | don't know

If it was that side of the big bridge or
Beaufort side, but it is in that big body of
wat er .

Q Wien we tal k about the big bridge --

A By the sands.

Q kay. The one that |eads over to
Parris |sland?

A No. That's the little one that goes to
Parris |sland.

Q Ckay.

A | can't renmenber where the big one is,
where it goes, but there's the swng bridge and
there's the next one.

Q Ckay.

A The sands.
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Q That's what | call the new bridge by
t he naval hospital.

A The bi g one?

Q The bi g one.

A Yes.

Q So between the new bridge and the big
bri dge?

A Sonewhere in between there.

Q Ckay. And as you got into Archers
Creek, do you renenber getting into Archers
Cr eek?

A Not really.

Q So do you know if the boat was pl aned
off at that point in tinme?

A | feel sure it was.

Q You said that you don't -- do you
remenber the inpact?

A Not really the inpact. Only thing |
really remenber is waking up to ny girlfriend.

Q When you -- | think you broke your jaw,
right, what did you hit your jaw on?

A The rod holders on the side of the
consol e and probably the grab bar.

Q | forgot there is a pitcher of the
enpty Bud Light can that was taken. Do you
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remenber who was drinking Bud Light?

A | don't think anybody was. It could
have been ol d.

Q Were there old beer cans in there?

A Possibly. | don't really renenber.

Q And you said that you think you hit
your chin on the rod holders. \Were were they
| ocated? Were they on the consol e?

A On the side of the console, yes, sir.

Q | would say port or starboard, but the
left or right side?

A The right side.

Q And that was the side you were standing

on?

A Yes, sir.

Q |s that the side you cane to, on the
ri ght-hand side?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did your parents know -- let ne go

back. After you cane to, you said wthin about
five mnutes you tried to call 9-1-1, correct?
A Correct.
Q And you said you were having a
difficult time connecting, so you had to go up
on the bridge?
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A It wasn't a connection problem |
couldn't hear because Mdrgan was scream ng, so |
went up there.

Q Ckay. So what was Morgan scream ng?

A She was just scream ng because she was
| osing so nuch bl ood.

Q I n her hand?

A Her fingers.

Q Al right. She wasn't scream ng about
t he accident or anything; it was her pain?

A Her pain. Yes, sir.

Q D d your parents know where you were
goi ng that night?

A Yes, sir.

Q And they knew you were going to be
t here that night?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know if Mley's parents knew
that you-all were going to be at the Mirdaugh
river house that night?

A | believe so.

Q And what about Mallory's parents, do
you know?

A | believe so.

Q So everybody was wel |l aware of where
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everybody was goi ng?
A Shoul d be.
Q Did everybody know there was going to

be drinking going on, to your know edge?

A To ny know edge, yes, sir.

MR, TINSLEY: bject to the form
MR CRIFFITH | think that's all

the questions |I have there. Thank you.

may have one or two after --
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR CGRIFFITH -- in follow up.
M5. BONER: | don't have any
guesti ons.

(Cr

MR. TINSLEY: You're done.
( SI GNATURE RESERVED. )
(Wher eupon, the deposition of
Connor M Cook was concl uded at
approximately 2:56 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA:
BEAUFORT COUNTY:

|, Amanda Bowen, Court Reporter and Notary
Public in and for the above county and state, do
hereby certify that the foregoing testinony was
taken before ne at the tine and pl ace
herei n-before set forth; that the wtness was by
me first duly sworn to testify to the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth, that
t hereupon the foregoing testinony was | ater
reduced by conputer transcription; and | certify
that this is a true and correct transcript of ny
st enogr aphi c notes so taken.

| further certify that | am not of counsel to
either party, nor interested in the event of
t hi s cause.

Umanda PBowen

Amanda Bowen
Court Reporter
Not ary Public

Beaufort, South Carolina
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ERRATA SHEET

CAPTI ON: RENEE S. BEACH VS- GREGORY M
PARKER, | NC., ET AL.

DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

I decl are under penalty of perjury
that | have read the entire transcri pt
of nmy Deposition taken in the
above-capti oned natter or the sane
has been read to ne and the sane is
true and accurate, save and except for
changes and/or corrections, if any, as
i ndi cated by nme on the COASTAL COURT
REPORTI NG DEPOCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET
hereof, with the understandi ng that I
offer these changes as if still under
oath. Signed on the day of

, 2020.

CONNOR M COCK ( Deponent)

SWORN TO and subscri bed before ne
TH S day of , 2020

NOTARY PUBLI C:

My conmm ssi on Expires:
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